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Jesus, born of the Virgin Mary, true man and true 

God.  He has entered our history; he has shared our 

journey.  He came to free us from darkness and to 

grant us light.  In Him was revealed the grace, the 

mercy, and 

the tender 

love of the 

Father:  Je-

sus is Love 

incarnate.  

He is not 

simply a 

teacher of 

wisdom, He 

is not an ideal 

for which we 

strive while 

knowing that 

we are hope-

lessly distant 

from it.  He is 

the meaning of life and history, Who has pitched His 

tent in our midst.  The shepherds were the first to 

see this ‘tent’, to receive the news of Jesus’ birth.  

They were the first because they were among the 

last, the outcast.  And they were the first because 

they were awake, keeping watch in the night, guard-

ing their flocks.  The pilgrim is bound by duty to keep 

watch and the shepherds did just that.  Together 

with them, let us pause before the Child, let us 

pause in silence. Together with them, let us 

thank the Lord for having given Jesus to us, and 

with them let us raise from the depths of our 

hearts the praises of His fidelity:  We bless you, 

Lord God most high, Who lowered Yourself for 

our sake.  You are immense, and You made 

Yourself small; You are rich and you made Your-

self poor; You are all-powerful and you made 

Yourself vulnerable. “ 

Our dear Holy Father, Pope Francis, continues; “ On 

this night let us share the joy of the Gospel:  God 

These words from John’s Gospel are often depicted 

at sporting events and memorized as children – but 

how often do we think of this amazing gift of God’s 

Merciful Love!  “For God so loved us that He sent 

His only begot-

ten Son, that all 

who believed in 

Him might not 

die but have 

eternal 

LIFE!” (JN.3:16)  

Christmas, it 

seems, is a 

time for us to 

ponder this 

Gift of all Gifts 

– the Christ 

child – the full-

ness of God, 

born into hum-

ble means, in 

poverty, in order to bring us, one day, to Himself 

in Heaven.  This is our hope and this is our     

mission.  How precious each one of us be in God’s 

eyes for Him to dwell among us.  God loves us!  And 

we are called to recognize and accept this most   

gracious Gift in our hearts this Christmas and then, 

in turn, to give that gift to those who are poor, needy 

and lonely, to those who suffer this Christmas to 

bring them the Gift of the Christ Child – the Joy and 

the Peace and the Hope that He alone can and 

does give us. 

As Christmas approaches we are all called to       

believe – in Him who makes all things possible.  

Christmas night brings with it a sense of great hope. 

In 2014, Pope Francis, in his Christmas homily said, 

“On this night, like a burst of brilliant light, there rings 

out the proclamation of the Apostle: ‘God’s grace 

has been revealed, and it has made salvation possi-

ble for the whole human race.’”   (Titus 2:11) 

“The grace which was revealed in our world is      
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love us, He so loves us that He gave us His Son to be our brother, to be 

light in our darkness. To us the Lord repeats: “Do not be afraid!” (Luke 

2:10).  As the angels said to the shepherds: “Do not be afraid! And I also 

repeat to all of you” Do not be afraid! Our Father is patient, He loves us, 

He gives us Jesus to guide us on the way which leads to the Promised 

Land. Jesus is the light Who brightens the darkness. He is mercy: our     

Father always forgives us. He is our peace. Amen.” (Pope Francis) 

This Christmas, as our Holy Father asks, let us recognize the gift of God 
among us – of the Word made flesh, and let us recognize His tender love 
in the gift of our family and friends, in our health and in our weaknesses 
and struggles – all is gift!  And let us share this love of God with those 
who hunger and thirst for it – for those without family and friends, for 
those who live in loneliness and poverty, who suffer abuse and addictions 
or homelessness, for those who are in need of our smile, our friendship, 
and our care.  At Saint Gianna’s we feel this love of God – expressed by 
so many of you during these holy seasons and throughout the year.  Each 
mother who comes here knows they are loved by God through the 
great generosity and kindness of you who share this mission.  May 
you and your family also know in a very deep way, this Christmas, 
the great love of God for you.   

 

Prayer for Pope Francis 
Lord, source of eternal life and truth, give to Your shepherd, the Pope, a spirit 

of courage and right judgement, a spirit of knowledge and love. 
By governing with fidelity those entrusted to his care may he, as successor to 

the apostle Peter and vicar of Christ, build Your church into a sacrament 
of unity, love, and peace for all the world. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
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 "I make a vow forever to live chaste, for the sake of the 

Kingdom of Heaven; poor, manifesting that God is the 

only true wealth for man; and obedient, even to death on 

the cross, in order to follow the Incarnate Word more    

intimately in His chasitity, poverty, and obedience,         

in accordance with the evangelical way marked out in the 

Constitutions of the Institute of the Servants of the Lord and 

the Virgin of Matara; and in order to do it better, I make a 

fourth vow of consecration to Mary in maternal slavery 

of love."  

One of the most vital roles at Saint Gianna's Maternity Home is the 

role of our housemothers. This position provides the mothers and 

their children with the love, and care and example that they           

deserve.  We have been very blessed by the women God has called    

to be a part of this apostolate from the very beginning. Their 

example of generosity and service has been and continues to 

be a great gift to our mothers.  We have seen many of them get 

married over the years.  But our first live in housemother, Maria 

Schmitz, said yes to God's calling to the consecrated life. This 

past August we were blessed to be able to attend the solemn        

ceremony of her perpetual vows. Maria, now Sister Maria Mater 

Compassionis Schmitz who joined the Religious Family of the 

Incarnate Word; Institute Servants of the Lord and the Virgin of 

Matara. A religious community founded in 1988 in Argentina. Maria 

first heard about this community through us at Saint Gianna's          

because this is the community of sisters who was working with Saint 

Gianna's family before her canonization. They also represented the 

Molla family at our grand opening celebration in 2003.   

It was a great blessing to us and also to Sister Compassionis to be 

able to attend this special Mass and profession. Not only were      

Father Joseph and myself able to go but one of the mothers,         

Jessica, and three of the little ones she took care of during her time 

here. It was a truly grace-filled afternoon and evening for all of us, a 

great gift during this Year of Consecrated Life!  Sister Compassionis 

has now returned to Taiwan and their pro-life mission there. Please 

keep her and all the sisters and their good work in your prayers.  

Sister Compassionis recited her vows to God before her superior 

and all present. This was truly a profound and moving ceremo-

ny. Part of her profession follows: 
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The mission of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home, states:  “one mother, one baby, one family at a time.”  In reflecting on this recently, thinking 

about what God has done here in this home, it is incredible to recognize that with the birth of just 

over one hundred little ones, and their mothers, and their siblings and our housemothers, 

there have been about 275 people who have called Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home their 

home. What a gift this is!  And as time goes on, we see so many fruits that have come from 

our work.  Some of our little ones are already in double digits!  Geianna turned eleven this 

fall.  And not just these precious little ones, but also their mothers have grown and matured 

in many ways, and indeed, it is a great gift for those of us involved with this home to see.  

This past year – three of our residents were married – all in the Church – what a 

tremendous blessing this is for us as we continue to work with our former resi-

dents and share their hopes and dreams, sorrows and disappointments and also 

their JOY!   

Last spring, Crissy, one of our former residents who came to us as a sophomore in high 

school, began working with us as a part time housemother.  Additionally, her and her 

fiancé began classes for Marriage preparation with Father Joseph, and they were happi-

ly married here in the late summer.  Father Joseph, who indeed is a father to all of us 

here at Saint Gianna’s, additionally had the great privilege, not only of offering 

their nuptial Mass and receiving their vows, but also of walking Carissa – this beau-

tiful grown up former-resident of ours, down the aisle.  Many tears of joy were shed 

that day as we witnessed a new beginning and a hope fulfilled—a prayer that we have 

not only had for her but for each of our mothers.  We were truly blessed to be a part of this 

amazing celebration that was held right here in Warsaw. I asked Father Joseph, to share some 

of his beautiful homily with all who are a part of this pro-life apostolate, his words follow… 

“Jerry and Carissa: What’s in a name? What’s in your names?  Well, Jerry means, “The Spear Carrier” “The Spear 

Ruler” and Saint Gerald (+ 1217) is remembered for building a hospice in which he cared for the sick, especially lep-

ers. And your middle name, Joseph means, “God shall add”, and he is patron of families, married couples, a happy 

death, finding a house, and most importantly today, to obtain a good wife! 

And now you, Carissa, which means, “Caritas/Charity” or “The Well-Graced One” or “The Dear Little One”. And your 

middle name, Marie means, “The Bitter One” but also and more likely today, “The Well-Nourished One” or the 

“Abundance of God’s Grace” or “The Beautiful”, especially since Mary was full of grace and the Mother of God. 

A great blessing about both your names is that Mary and Joseph, the mother and foster father of Jesus, were part of 

the holy family as you begin your family, were chosen to bring Christ into the world as you also are called to do in 

your Marriage, and were to see to it that Christ was protected as you will also do for one another and for your chil-

dren, that is, see to it that Christ is taught and prayed to and kept safe in your souls. 

Psalm 49 comes to mind – “For no man can buy his own ransom, or pay a price to God for his life. The ransom of his 

soul is beyond him. He cannot buy life without end, nor avoid coming to the grave.” There is more than just the two of 

you living an ordinary life in this Wedded union; no, today you invite Christ Jesus into your souls, yours lives, your 

family, your relationship, your Marriage! The two of you are to grow closer to Christ, each becoming less of his or her 

own selfish, sinful self, and by denying your own ego and pride, you humbly take on the likeness of Jesus, so that 

you grow into the best version of yourself that you can be: self-giving, loving, sacrificing, thoughtful, kind, forgiv-

ing...and as each of you become more like Christ Jesus and the best you can be with His grace and help, then you are 

cemented together as one in Christ, like Christ, madly in love (like Saint Gianna and her husband, Pietro) with each 
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other. God wants you in love, to enjoy each other, enjoy your Marriage, have many children, as you your-

selves desire, and live to a happy old age! 

You have come here, Jerry and Carissa, to this Church—where, by the way, Carissa has received all of her previous 

Sacraments—you never went simply to the Justice of the Peace, not to the sea shore, nor the top of a mountain, nor 

to a destination wedding spot devoid of God and sacredness...No, you came here to this Church to be witnessed by 

me, the Priest of God, so that Christ will for sure be part of your Married life together! It is not two, but three to get 

Married--for Christ Jesus is to be with you, present in your daily home and daily life to help you, to lift you to higher 

realms, to encourage the right and the best decisions, and to bestow the grace and wisdom of His Holy Spirit to 

guide you, to be with you in suffering and death, to strengthen you, to be with you in birth and accomplishments, and 

to celebrate with you in joy! Thank you for your witness today to every single person here, including me, and your 

witness to the whole world! We make the world a better place a little at a time, one choice at a time, one action at a 

time. This is the motto of the Saint Gianna Home: "one mother, one baby, one family at a time." Your coming here 

today builds me up as a priest...to see a young couple get it right, do Marriage as it should be done: holy, in a holy 

way, before God as your witness, with God as your help. You speak very 

loudly to your family and friends here today, that like Joshua, "as for me and 

my household, we will serve the Lord!" WE WILL SERVE THE LORD!! What 

you two do today blesses the whole Church. Let us listen to Saint Paul ex-

plain this to the Corinthians: 

“God has so constructed the body, that there may be no dissension in the 

body, but that all the members may be concerned for one another. If one 

member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all 

the members share its joy” (1 Corinthians 12:24b, 25-26). 

As a father figure in Carissa's life, I am honored to walk her down the aisle 

today and hand her off to your Jerry. Now then, as a father figure, Jerry, I ex-

pect nothing less than you to treat her as princess, really as Queen in your 

household, in your court. This is your domain, and you are to follow Christ, 

and Carissa follow you, and together to have mutual respect for each 

other as for the Lord Himself (Ephesians 5:21). She is now yours 

forever! Be a father to her: care for her, protect her, lift her up spirit-

ually, be a husband, love her as yourself, be a friend—the best of 

friends—to help her and your children get to heaven, while also having 

the time of your life, being filled with gladness and joy! Will you do that 

Jerry, treat Carissa as a Queen?  If not she comes with me! ...but I know 

you will, Jerry, and I pray that all your dreams will be fulfilled, loving and 

living in Christ in Holy Marriage as one and as the best of friends. 

Jerry, you have now taken the lead spiritually, and I am ready to hand off 

Carissa to you! Well done! You are the head of the family, this includes the 

spiritual head...never forget this! 

And now, here is the love you are to have for each other, just like Christ's love 

for you from the cross: total, freely given, faithful, and fruitful divine love. 

Here is a reminder as I give you each a little crucifix to keep.  May God bless 

you!”  

~Father Joseph Christensen, FMI 
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We often equate joy and happiness, but in reali-
ty, joy is something much deeper; a fruit of the 

Holy Spirit.  Joy is not based on situations going 
well or not; but rather, joy remains even amidst 

great trials and the cross.  The celebration of 
Christmas each year seems to naturally bring 

with it “tidings of joy”, and 
it seems as if our hearts 

are lighter and we bask in 
this joy of the Lord.  How-

ever, in the lives of many 
there are circumstances 

and situations, struggles 
and upsets that cause this 

joy to be quickly lost.  This 
is indeed a sad reality. As 

Christians, though, we 
are called to maintain 

this joy – the joy of the 
Christ Child always. 

And how do we maintain 
this joy – how do we 

share this joy?  In 2009, 
Pope Benedict XVI (now 

Pope Emeritus), reflected 
on the meaning of Christ-

mas in one of his 
Wednesday audiences 

right before the celebra-
tion of the Nativity of the 

Lord.  He attributed the 
beautiful devotion of the 

nativity scene to Saint 
Francis of Assisi.  This 

Christmas tradition shows 
us the tender love of our 

God for each one of us.  
In His humility, in His 

becoming flesh, as a  tiny babe, in poverty 
in Bethlehem, He draws us into a profound 

relationship and intimate and tangible close-
ness with Himself, our Creator.  It is truly in 

this relationship, this love and security, that 
joy exists. 

The Pontiff writes, “What motivated the          

Poverello of Assisi was the wish to experience as 

real, living and actual the humble grandeur of the 
event of the Child Jesus’ Birth, and to communi-

cate the joy of it to all.  Thomas of  Celano (who 
wrote a biography on Saint Francis) speaks of 

the night of the nativity 
scene at Greccio (in Um-

bria, Italy) in a lively and 
moving way, making a 

crucial contribution to 
spreading the most beau-

tiful Christmas tradition, 
that of the crib.  Indeed, 

the night at Greccio       
restored to Christianity 

the intensity and beauty 
of the Feast of Christ-

mas and taught the    
People of God to per-

ceive its most authentic 

message, its special 
warmth, and to love and 

worship the humanity of 
Christ.   

This particular approach 

to Christmas gave the 
Christian faith a new     

dimension. Saint    Fran-
cis with his crib highlight-

ed the defenseless love 
of God, His humanity and 

His kindness: God mani-
fested Himself to  humani-

ty in the Incarnation of the 
Word to teach people a 

new way of    living and 
loving.… Thanks to Saint 

Francis, the Christian people were able to per-
ceive that at Christmas God truly became the 

‘Emmanuel’, the God-with- us from Whom no 
barrier nor any distance can separate us.  

Thus, in that Child, God became close to each 

During her last weeks on this earth Chiara along with Enrico and their 

precious Francesco had the privilege of meeting Pope Benedict XVI.     

Enrico told him they already had 2 little ones in Heaven and then                       

added when the Pope approached Chiara; "Holy Father, we should say 

that Francesco was born because Chiara postponed her treatment.... Now 

she is a terminal patient." The Holy Father embraced Enrico's bride and 

then he (Enrico) handed him (Pope Benedict) 'their story' in an envelope.   
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son, she began aggressive treatment – but with-

out healing.  During this time, the couple’s joy 
was their strength, and their relationship with the 

Lord was something we could all hope and strive 
for.    The young couple wrote a letter to their 

son, Francesco, for his first birthday saying that in 
Assisi, Saint Francis changed their life, and they 

wanted the Saint to be an example for their son 
as well. Truly this beautiful couple learned from 

Saint Francis perfect joy, joy in the love of Christ 
despite all circumstances.  The let-

ter continued, “Do not ever be dis-
couraged, my son.  God does not 

ever take anything away from 
you.  If He takes something from 

you, it is only because He wish-
es to give you so much more.” 

During her final year, she left a tre-

mendous example to her young 
son, her family, and her friends and 

to the Church.  A day before Chiara 

died she ‘was seated in a wheel-
chair looking lovingly toward Jesus 

in the tabernacle.  Her husband, 
Enrico, found the courage to ask 

her a question that he had 
been holding back.  Thinking 

of Jesus’ phrase, ‘My yoke is 
sweet and My burden is light,’ 

he asked:  “Is this yoke, this 
cross, really sweet, as Jesus 

said?” A smile came across 
Chiara’s face.  She turned to 

her husband and said in a 
weak voice:  “Yes, Enrico, it is 

very sweet.” 

This cross, which for many would be unbearable, 
was very bearable because ‘she loved the Per-

son on the cross. She loved Jesus’.  This is how 
the book ends, Chiara knew the joy of loving Je-

sus – what a gift we can all hope and pray for.  
And so, this Christmas as we kneel before the 

Christ Child at our church or in our homes – 

may we too experience great joy – the joy in 
knowing and loving Jesus, and may we keep 

this joy always in our hearts.  

one of us, so close that we are able to speak 

intimately to Him and engage in a trusting rela-
tionship of deep affection with Him, just as we 

do with any newborn baby.” (Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI)  

It is this joy – joy in the relationship with 

God.  It is this perfect joy that comes in ac-
cepting God’s Will no matter how difficult 

the circumstances—which Chiara Corbella 
Petrillo exemplifies for us today.  Chiara was 

a beautiful young woman who fell 
in love with Enrico.  Their short 

marriage brought with it great 
struggles, those that most young 

couples never endure.  And yet 
Chiara is known for her profound 

joy!  In fact, Sophia Press has re-
cently published a book about her 

short life, and it is called, ‘A Wit-
ness to Joy’. Just looking at the 

cover of the book, you see her 

great joy – despite the fact that in 
the picture she is a terminal pa-

tient.  Their story is inspiring and 
very worth reading and pondering; 

one that shows all of us that 
holiness is attainable for eve-

ryone!  Chiara and Enrico had 
three children during their 

short marriage. The first two, 
Maria and Davide, each lived 

on this earth less than an 
hour after their birth.  They 

turned these devastating ex-
periences into joyful experi-

ences, truly gifts from God.  
They were grateful to have welcomed these 

children, and then with gratitude and reverence, 
return them to God.  When they were expecting 

their third child, little Francesco, it was discov-
ered that, although the child was healthy, it was 

now the mother whose health was in danger.  
As with our Patroness, Saint Gianna, Chiara re-

fused any treatment that might affect the life of 
the little one inside her.  They prayed beautifully 

for the grace to accept the grace given, even if 
this meant great sacrifice.  After the birth of their 
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Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home extends a big thank you 
to all who supported our calendar raffle to raise funds to 
help keep our residents warm this winter! Prizes were 
awarded over 16 days, (no drawing on Sundays) from 
October 7th – 22nd. Maxine Schanilec, Grafton, ND, 
gets a special thank you and $500 for selling 
the most tickets for Saint Gianna’s. Listed 
below are this year’s winners: 
 

October 7th $1000 – Caitlin Stromberg,   
Grand Forks, ND 

October 8th $500 – Mary Kazmierczak, 
Stephen, MN 

October 9th $500 – Isaac Walski, 
Crooskston, MN 

October 10th $500 – Frank Mack,            
Williams, MN 

October 12th $500 – John Hankey,                 
Park River, ND 

October 13th $500 – Gianna Kaffar,           
Devils Lake, ND 

October 14th $500 – Rodger Wetzel,                        
Bismarck, ND 

October 15th $1000 – John & Mandy Rook, 
Naples, FL 

October 16th $1000 – Jody Walker, Grand Forks, ND 

October 17th $500 – Kenny Kilichowski, Minto, ND 

October 19th $1000 – Jane Zidon, Pisek, ND 

October 20th $500 – Bryan & Jill Hurst, Grafton, ND 

October 21st $500 – Brad Simek, Fargo, ND 

October 22nd $1000 – Kathy Lindstrom, Lake Park, MN 

Saint Gianna’s Maternity 
Home has been chosen by 
Dakota Medical Foundation 
and Impact Foundation to 

participate in Giving 
Hearts Day 2016, a 24-
hour online fundraising event 
that will be held on February 
11, 2016. Contributions of 
$10 or more will be matched 
by DMF or other generous 
donors. To support Saint 
Gianna’s and have your do-
nation matched, simply go to 
impactgiveback.org on  
February 11th.  

Support the pro-life apostolate of Saint Gianna’s Mater-

nity Home by contributing to our recently established 

Endowment Fund through the Community Foundation 

of Grand Forks, East Grand Forks and Region. The 

Endowment Fund was begun by a generous 

gift to Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home from 

an anonymous donor. The same donor 

has offered $25,000 in matching funds 

for gifts given to the endowment by the 

end of 2015.  Endowed giving en-

sures that we can help mothers and 

babies long into the future. Tax ad-

vantages vary based on each donor’s 

circumstances and on the gift method 

used.  Endowment gifts of $5,000 or great-

er per individual may qualify for the 40% North 

Dakota Tax Credit.   

For questions and more information, please contact 

Kristi Mishler at the Community Foundation at communi-

tyfoundation@gofoundation.org or 701-746-0668.   

mailto:communityfoundation@gofoundation.org
mailto:communityfoundation@gofoundation.org
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area) 

+JOANNE MONETTE by Mary Frelich 

+GARY MYRICK, RAYMOND NOVAK, ELSIE REINHART by 
Gwyndale & Marge Bayne 

+ERNEST NASH by Galen & Carolyn Erb 

+MANDY & VIOLET NILSON by Mary Ann Severson 

+JOHN NOAH by Gayle Clifford, Paul & Pauline Savageau 

+MARIE PICH by Kurt & Jennifer Kelley, Rose Przybylski 

+MARGARET PIETRUSZEWSKI by Clarence & Johanna Walski 

+LOUIS & ANITA PINE by Galen & Carolyn Erb 

+DIANE PIPES by Paul & Pauline Savageau 

+DAVID PRASKA by Shirley Sobolik 

+ROSE RICHARD by William & Pauline Schiwal 

+LEONARDA RISKE by Steven Riske, Roger & Sandy Schuster, 
Kelsey Altendorf, Marvin & Sherrie Altendorf, Marlys Carlson, 
Irene Duray, Richard & Carol Gerszewski, Kenny & Evelyn 
Kilichowski, Sam & Mary Mondry, Tom & Janice Sanders, 
Irene Schanilec, Alice Sevigny, Todd & Ellen Horter 

+TERRANCE SAUVAGEAU by Norm & Joan Rheault 

+ WENDY SHERECK-REITMEYER by Kurt & Jennifer Kelley 

+MARIE SHIELDS by Randy & Lori Zimprich 

+PHYLLIS SIMON by Duane & Jackie Simon 

+PERSHING SIMS by John & Jan Klocke 

+STEVE T. SLOMINSKI by Oscar & Tina Betancourt 

+MICHAEL STEIDL by Roger & Better Anderson, Kathy Aarseth, 
Jennifer Berhow, Maridenis Carpenter, Jillian Chambers & 
Trenten Kareiva, Darryl & Eileen Lutovsky, Paul & Nancy 
Morth, John & Jane Olson, Jim, Nancy & Cari Rauch, Yvonne 
Steidl 

+GERALDINE SUDA by Tom & Mary Dusek, Clarence & Johanna 
Walski 

+CHARLIE TWETEN by Wayne & Robin Feltman, Lee & Linda 
Lessard 

+ CLARINE URLACHER by Angie Marsh, Bernard & Bernie 
Zastoupil 

+RON VONASEK by Sue Rodgers 

+NATALIE WAVRA by Tim & Jill Mack, Kurt & DeeAnn Parker, 
Ron & Kathy Wavra 

+MARY WILLIAMS by Heidi Small 

+MAURICE ZINK by the family, Curt & Mary Ellen Kirking 
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Father Bernie Pfau’s 50th anniversary of priestly ordination 

by Raphael & Lela Grim 

Marriage of Stanley & Margaret Casavant by Brett & Cherie 

McAtee 

Sylvester Druar’s 91st birthday by Alfreda Sauer 

Dale Kleven’s 90th birthday by Randy & Lori Zimprich 

Martha Marsh’s 85th birthday by Angie Marsh 

Leona Schneider’s 80th birthday by Richard & Carol              

Gerszewski, Alfreda Sauer 

John Grave’s 65th birthday by Kurt & Jennifer Kelley 

Dolores Grabanski’s birthday by Lee & Linda Lessard 

Joan Schanilec’s birthday by Angie & John Halverson 

Gina Mykleseth & Jan Akers birthdays by Mike & Lillian 

Kuznia 

Rhonda Kvidt’s birthday by Brian Kvidt 

Father Courtright’s birthday by John & Jan Klocke 

Pam Clemens’ birthday by Heather Clemens 

Mary Herbeck’s birthday by Terry & Mary Ann McKenna 

Doreen Dettler’s Birthday by James & Mary Beth Sexton  

Henry & Gladys Rambousek’s 60th wedding anniversary by    

Angie Marsh 

50 years of marriage by Vern & Rosemary Kadrmas 

Jack & Doris Jesseski’s 50th wedding anniversary by                      

Darline Pokrzywinski 

George & Marilyn Loegering’s 50th wedding anniversary                   

by Paul & Barb Loegering 

Don & Kairouan Moffet’s 50th wedding anniversary by                    

Bob & Pat Sanden 

Pat & Lou O’Connor’s 50th wedding anniversary by                        

Shannon & Dena O’Connor 

Glen & Valerie Ness’ 45th wedding anniversary by                           

Angie Marsh 

Wally & Linda Heidelberger’s 25th wedding anniversary by 

Nick & Lynn Lane 

Andrew & Helen Kirking’s 1st wedding anniversary by                

Curt & Mary Ellen Kirking 

Our wedding anniversary by Brian & Rhonda Kvidt 

Julie & Jesse Cabinaw family by John & Jan Klocke 

Our parish priests at Saint Anthony’s Catholic Church                              

by Chuck & Kay Morehead 

Our grandchildren: Aedan, Patrick, Olive & Luke by                                     

Jim & Jeanne Mulligan 
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This past September we were blessed to have two little ones     

baptized. Both Fernando and MaryAnn received this important 

Sacrament in our chapel. We commend their mothers, Alexis and 

Fata, for bringing their children into the Church and allowing us the 

opportunity to witness this Sacrament and with it, the Grace of 

God outpoured. Moreover, through the words of the priest remind-

ing all parents and godparents of the great responsibility they have 

to continue to nurture the faith that is begun in Baptism. 

“You have come here to present these children for baptism. By 

water and the Holy Spirit they are to receive the gift of new life 

from God, who is love. 

On your part, you must make it your constant care to bring them 

up in the practice of the faith. See that the divine life which God 

gives them is kept safe from the poison of sin, to grow always 

stronger in their heart. 

If your faith makes you ready to accept this responsibility, renew 
now the vows of your own baptism. Reject sin; profess your faith 
in Christ Jesus. This is the faith of the Church. This is the faith in 
which this child is about to be baptized.” 

Congratulations Fernando and MaryAnn! 

Congratulations to 

John and Rebecca 

Crooks who were    

married this past June. 

Rebecca (Barclay)                 

was a housemother                

a number of years ago 

and is a dear friend to   

all of us at Saint 

Gianna's. Please keep 

this beautiful couple in 

your prayers as they 

begin their new             

life together.   



For Maddie Larson by Brian & Kelly Wavra 

For Father Luke Meyer, Father Joseph Christensen, Father 
John Kleinschmidt, Father Greg Haman by Brian & Lucie 
Pawlak 

For the work of Mary Pat Jahner and Saint Gianna’s           
Maternity Home by Brian & Lucie Pawlak 

Birth of Gianna Lynn Klobassa by Oscar & Tina Betancourt 

Our new granddaughter by Michael & Sue Bono 

Granddaughter Gianna Rose by Gene & Rose Funseth 

Healthy birth of granddaughter Sophia Marie Wambach by 
Mary Mondry 

For our 7 grandchildren by Chuck & Kay Morehead 

For blessings received by Chuck & Kay Morehead 

For my children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren by 
Mary Frelich 

For blessings received by Mary Schafer 

For our children and grandchildren by Bob & Donna Harvey 

 

Jerzy Dotzenrod by Christine Dotzenrod Childress 

Blessed Celine Marie of the Presentation by Brian Beaton 

By Mary Schafer 

By Brian & Rhonda Kvidt 

By Brian Beaton 

Clark Wigley Family by David & Karen Kamrowski 

Luke Simon by Angie Marsh 

Mother, Agnes by David & Karen Kamrowski 

For relatives to return to the Church by Chuck & Kay                               
Morehead 

By Sarah and family 

By Sheila Trontvet 

By Ramona Arch 

By Arlan & Marge Vonesh 

By Alayna Christensen 

By Doug & Debbie Henke 

Health of Shawna Zastoupil, Jack Ford, Lee & Cyril Emmil by 
Bernard & Bernie Zastoupil 

Agnes Kamrowski by David & Karen Kamrowski 
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Bell State Bank's true Christmas Spirit                                               
Blesses Saint Gianna's 

We have been blessed many times with the great generosity and 

kindness that the Bell State Bank, Pay it Forward Program has 

given us.  Our home and yard are filled with their goodness - 

some of our landscaping, our, playground equipment, carpeting, 

appliances and many, many other things have come through their 

hands. This year again we have been humbled by their goodness 

to us!  Four employees, Bernice Kram, Vicki Gipple, Melissa    

Bozovsky, and Jesse Dvorak used their money that they received 

at last years Christmas party to bless us. They visited our home 

bringing with them 2 new televisions, one for our library and one 

for the housemother apartment, as well as many personal gifts for 

our moms and their children. They also presented us with a 

check with which we were able to order new furniture for our   

Sacred Heart Room. We are so grateful to these employees for 

choosing us and also for the extreme generosity of Bell State 

Bank in helping us and so many other worthy causes through this 

program started by Mike and Char Solberg, as well as             

Dick Solberg.  Thank you Bell State Bank and Trust!  

We remember with deep   

gratitude Larry Kraft,                          

who passed away 

in October. Larry was the founder 

and owner of Frame Kraft in      

Fargo. He along with his wife Pam 

have filled our home with beauty 

through  their work in framing    

pictures of the Saints.  Each room 

of our home has their handiwork 

displayed. This picture of Saint 

Gianna was one of the last that he 

worked on us for us, the picture 

itself was given to us by Gianna 

Emanuela during her visit and then 

made to look exquisite in our main 

hall by Larry and Pam. Please  

pray for the repose of his soul                   

and for his family.   

May his soul and the souls of all 

the faithful departed, through 

the mercy of God rest in peace.   
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