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A pencil in the hands of God.  This is the way that Mother Teresa 
described herself - actually as a pencil stub in the hands of her 
Creator.  It was also a pencil that the Missionaries of Charity 
presented at the Offertory on the day of Mother Teresa’s    
funeral Mass on September 13th, 1997.  
 

In interviews with those who knew Mother Teresa before she 
founded the Missionaries of Charity, it was said of her that 
there was nothing special about her, that she was weak and a 
bit delicate or frail, just a nice simple girl; and yet now,        
fourteen years after the death of this great and holy woman, 
she has been beatified by the Church.  Over 4000 sisters     
continue the life of service Blessed Teresa began to the poorest 
of the poor.  Father Julien Henry, a Calcutta priest who knew 
her when she first arrived in India, said of her many years later, 
“God has used this woman…. because she is completely 
subservient to Him.” 
 

Blessed Teresa was born in Albania in August of 1910. Because 
she lived and served in India for many years, many people tend 
to think of her as Indian.  Clearing the matter up, Mother 
Teresa once said: “By blood, I am Albanian. By citizen-
ship, an Indian. By faith, I am a Catholic nun. As to my 
calling, I belong to the world.  As to my heart, I belong 
entirely to the Heart of Jesus.”  It is this call on her heart 
that first led her to leave her home and    family at the age of 18 
to serve Him with the Sisters of Loretto. Blessed Mother 
Teresa first traveled to Ireland, where she stayed briefly,     
arriving soon after - on the great feast of Epiphany of 1929 - in 
India.  She received the religious name, Sister Mary Teresa,   
after Saint Therese of Lisieux.  During her first years as a      
religious, Blessed Teresa taught at St. Mary’s School for girls, 
eventually professing her final vows and becoming a spouse of 
Jesus for all eternity.  Although she was a tiny woman who did 
not stand out or seem extraordinary to those around her, 
many could not help but notice her deep prayer life and her joy.   
 

In September of 1946 Blessed Mother Teresa had a profound 
experience on a train ride from Calcutta to Darjeeling, India, 
for her annual retreat, an experience that is often referred to as 
her ‘call within a call.’ In this mystical experience, then-Sister 
Mary Teresa saw Jesus thirsting for her love and heard Him 
speak the profound words that our Lord spoke from the Cross: 
“I thirst.”  Through much prayer, sacrifice, suffering and     

discernment, she left the safety of the Loretto Convent and 
began her work serving Christ in the poorest of the poor.  
One of her former students was her first coworker, although 
Blessed Teresa had to work alone for many months before 
the Lord would ‘confirm’ her call by sending sisters to work 
alongside her.  The first year of Blessed Teresa’s work in   
answering Christ’s call was a time of great purification, but 
she persisted amid the hard work and many disappointments.   
On the 7th of October in 1950, the Inaugural Mass for the 
new Missionaries of Charity order was celebrated.  Father 
Van Exem read the decree of recognition, which stated: 

continued on next page... 
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“To fulfill our mission of compassion and love to the poorest of the poor we go: 
 

Seeking out in towns and villages all over the world, even amid squalid surroundings the poor-
est, the abandoned, the sick, the infirm, the leprosy patients, the dying, the desperate, the lost, 
the outcasts, 

 ✟ taking care of them, 

 ✟ rendering help to them, 

 ✟ visiting them assiduously, 

 ✟ living Christ’s love for them, and 

 ✟ awakening their response to His great love.” 
 

This is exactly what Mother Teresa did.  And this is exactly what thousands of Mission-
aries of Charity have done since the founding of that order 60 years ago, and it is            
exactly the same work the Missionaries of Charity do to this day. 
 

There are probably few of us who have not been touched in some way by this modern 
woman who showed us how simply to love our Lord and to put that love into service of 
those in need.  Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home itself was inspired by the beautiful love 
and example of the Missionaries of Charity in their work in Los Angeles, California, 
where I was privileged to work as a volunteer in a maternity home run by some of 
Mother Teresa’s sisters during the summer of 1998. Blessed Mother Teresa         
required of her volunteers “only hearts to love and hands to serve”. Even the 
late Blessed John Paul II who beatified her says that he was grateful and indebted to her 
for her selfless service to the Church and to the world.  This woman who was tiny in 
stature indeed did mighty things for the Lord and served Him faithfully in His poor. 
 

The call to service that Blessed Teresa demonstrated is a call to each of us.  Christ 
thirsts for our love, just as He thirsted for hers.  “God thirsts that we may thirst 
for Him,” the Church clearly teaches in the Catechism (2560).  What are we doing to 
serve the poor in our midst?  When we compare ourselves to this humble sister, most 
of us know that we can probably be doing more. 
 

When the world learned of Mother Teresa’s death, Cardinal O’Connor stated that “the 
world had both lost and gained a great saint.”  Indeed, this statement is very true: al-
though we lost her earthly presence and example, her legacy remains with us—even 
more: we have gained a powerful intercessor in Heaven. The lessons we can learn from 
Mother Teresa are countless.  Her charity, humility and perseverance are profoundly 
challenging to us, yet by giving our yes to the Lord and to His Will in our life, all things 
are possible.   
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Dear Jesus, help us to spread Your fragrance everywhere we go.  Flood our souls 

with Your Spirit and Life.  Penetrate and possess our whole being, so utterly, that 

our lives may only be a radiance of Yours.  Shine through us, and be so in us, that 

every soul we come in contact with may feel Your Presence in our soul.  Let them 

look up and see no longer us but only Jesus!  Stay with us, and then we shall begin 

to shine as you shine; so to shine as to be a light to others; the light, O Jesus, will be 

all from You, none of it will be ours; it will be You, shining on others through us.  

Let us thus praise You in the way You love best by shining on those around us.  Let 

us preach you without preaching, not by words but by our example, by the catching 

force, the sympathetic influence of what we do, the evident fullness of the love our 

hearts bear to You.  Amen. 

~A prayer written by Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman and said each day by Blessed 

Mother Teresa with her Missionaries of Charity after Holy Communion and before apostolate. 
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“Saying there are too many children, is like saying there are too many flowers.” 

“We need to find God, and he cannot be found in noise and restlessness. God is the friend of 

silence. See how nature - trees, flowers, grass - grows in silence; see the stars, the moon and 

the sun, how they move in silence… We need silence to be able to touch souls.” 

 “In the silence of the heart God speaks. If you face 

God in prayer and silence, God will speak to you. 

Then you will know that you are nothing. It is only when you realize your nothingness, your 

emptiness, that God can fill you with Himself. Souls of prayer are souls of great silence.” 

“We think sometimes that poverty           

is only being hungry, naked and homeless. The poverty 

of being unwanted, unloved and uncared for is the greatest poverty. We must start 

in our own homes to remedy this kind of poverty.” 

“The greatest destroyer of peace today is abortion,       

because it is a war against the child - a direct killing of 

the innocent child. Any country that accepts abortion is not teaching the people to love, 

but to use any violence to get what they want. That is why the greatest destroyer of love 

and peace is abortion.” 

“Let no one ever come to you without leaving better and happier. Be the living             

expression of God’s kindness: kindness in your eyes, kindness in your smile.” 

“Every time you smile at someone, it is an action of love, a gift to that person,                 

a beautiful thing.” 

“At the end of life we will not be judged by how many diplomas we have received, how 

much money we have made, how many great things we have done. We will be judged by 

‘I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was naked and you clothed me. I 

was homeless, and you took me in.’” 

“God does not require that we be              

successful, only that we be faithful.” 
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On the Feast of the Visitation , May 31st, 2011, we were blessed 

to witness the establishment of the Third Order Franciscans of 

Mary Immaculate in a very moving ceremony by Most Reverend  

Samuel J. Aquila.  Father Joseph Christensen, our spiritual direc-

tor, also made his Perpetual Religious Profession. 

Father Joseph and three candidates of the FMI now reside in  

Warsaw in the Saint Francis Friary. We are very pleased to have 

such good neighbors. 

On the Feast of Pentecost, our 

newest blessing, Thomas       

Frederick, was baptized.   

He is pictured with his mother, 

Colette, (front) and his godpar-

ents; Eleri Kerian (far right) 

and Shannon O’Connor 

(holding Thomas), as well as 

Father Joseph and (left to right) 

Candidate Kevin Wanner, Can-

didate Dennis Narlock, and 

Candidate Michael Pelletier. 
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~Blessed Mother Teresa 
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+MRS. EILEEN AKERS by Keith and Gina Myklseth 
+NETTIE ALMEN, ESTHER DANCER, ROBERT 

DANCER by Harold & Clarice Dancer  
+PAT AMIOT by Rodney & Julie Romuld  
+AUDREY ANDERSON, GEORGE NOVAK, JOSEPH 

& HATTIE SCHANILEC by Maxine Schanilec 
+RICHARD “DICK” BELLERUD by Sharon Fritz 
+DELORES BLACK by Daniel & Mickie Thomas 
+TOM “BUTCH” BURIANEK by Todd Burianek 
+RONNIE COSSETTE, HELEN SAPA by Norm & Joan 

Rheault 
+GEORGE & RUTH CUMMINS by Dwaine & Melissa 

Blanscet 
+ALICE DEWITZ by Deacon Harry & LaRene Didier 
+MIKE DILLINGER by Fred & Pat Jahner 
+LUCILLE DONAHUE by Chuck & Kay Morehead 
+KATHERINE DUKART by Reverend George Dukart 
+TODD DURAND by Marie Bellerud, Tom & Mary Dusek 
+GWEN EELLS by Wallace Nelson family 
+MARK EINARSON by Todd Burianek 
+LISA FELTMAN, NICK PAPPAS by Gywndale & Marge 

Bayne 
+LINDA GABBERT by William & Pauline Schiwal 
+SYRAPION & JULIA GERSZEWSKI by Marie           

Lizakowski 
+THERESA HITNER by Aelred & Doreen Dettler 
+DOROTHY JOHNSON, MARGARET MORRISON    

by Laurence & Jean Charbonneau 
+THEAFIL KILICHOWSKI, ROBERT LANGOWSKI 

by Rod & Joan Schanilec 
+DEACON MARTIN KNOPIK by Mary Ann Nelson 
+DORRIE KNUTSON by Lee & Linda Lessard 
+EVELYN KREBS by Verona Ferderer, Val Lawik, Cris 

Woiwode 
+PAT MACH by Todd Burianek, Paul & Colleen Samson, 

Rod & Joan Schanilec 
+AUDREY MEIER by Herman Meier 
+DAGMAR MURPHY by Angie Marsh 
+PHYLLIS OIHUS (mother of teammate, Erin Morgan)      

by 2010 Grafton Spoiler boys basketball players:           
Evan Collette, Jake Cyr, Javier Delgado, Cody Dravland, 
Jakob Hanson, Adam Jiskra, Adam Redman, Daniel Salazar, 
Eric Torkleson 

+WARREN O. PAULSON by Mary Ann Nelson 
+EDWIN PLUTOWSKI by Gywndale & Marge Bayne,    

Dan & Delores Burianek, Marie Lizakowski, John & Alice 

Sevigny, Sheila Slominski 
+GERALD POKRZYWINSKI by Irene Duray, Phil & Laurie 

Kraemer, Darline Pokrzywinski 
+JT RICE, IONE STEEN by Richard & Rae Ann Lynne 
+LEANDER RICHTER by Rosella Richter 
+HENRY J. RUDER by Gerald & Margaret Ruder 
+ARNOLD SCHRENK by Roger & Sandy Schuster 
+LEONA SLOMINSKI by Kurt & Jennifer Kelley,            

Dale & Judy Plutowski, Roger & Sandy Schuster,           
Don & Susan Barclay, John & Alice Sevigny 

+FATHER ROMAN SPOR, BRIDGET HAYES, HARRY 
TETRAULT by Mike & Rae Ann McGurran 

+LAWRENCE & GRACE STEINBERGER by             
Jerry & Maureen Munch 

+DICK SUNDAHL by Dr. Andrew & Carol Riley 
+CARL WOINAROWICZ by Jared & Robbyne Sands 
+AL ZENDER by Sue & family, Mark & Mary Johnson,       

Fred Lutz, Donald & Jan O’Connor, John & Shari Rice, 
Kermit & Joyce Roberg, Marjorie Robinson,                
Richard & Diana Svobodny, Glenn & Virginia Surprenant 

+KATE ZIMPRICH by Randy & Lori Zimprich 

Birth of granddaughter, Lilly Renae Halverson by Rod & Joan 

Schanilec 

Birth of Gianna Faith Lemma by Theodore & Mary Ann              

Wartman 

Frank & Mary Ann Kostohirs’ 50th wedding anniversary by     

Francis & Susan Peterka 

Margie Kilichowski’s 90th birthday by Mary Mondry,                   

Rod & Joan Schanilec 

Rae Ann McGurran’s birthday by Terry & Mary Ann McKenna 

Yvonne Steen’s birthday by Paul & Colleen Samson 

Lucas Klocke’s birthday, Dave & Kim Klocke’s anniversary by 

John & Jan Klocke 

Grandchildren Connor, Jace & Nora’s 1st birthday by              

Brent & Genevieve Hamre 

Daughter Victoria Elise graduation from high school by                 

Steve & Melissa Kuhlman 

Katelyn Johnson’s confirmation by Steven & Melissa Kuhlman 

John & Sharon Grave’s marriage by Jared & Robbyne Sands,                 

Kurt & Jennifer Kelley, Rod & Joan Schanilec 

Jared Sands’ birthday, Lucia Maria Sands’ 8th birthday, Clare 

Gianna Sands’ 3rd birthday, Addilyn Riskey’s birthday, David 

Riskey’s retirement 

 

 
 

Father John Kleinschmidt by Maxine Schanilec 

Father Brian Bachmeier’s priesthood by Richard & Rae Ann 

Lynne 

You and your intentions will be remembered          You and your intentions will be remembered          You and your intentions will be remembered          

in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass                              in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass                              in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass                              

offered each first Saturday of the month.               offered each first Saturday of the month.               offered each first Saturday of the month.                  
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Faith Klocke & all unborn grandchildren by John & Jan Klocke 

Father Gary Luiten’s priestly anniversary by Chuck & Kay          

Morehead 

Father Joseph Christensen, Father John Kleinschmidt by                 

Jared & Robbyne Sands 

By Brian Beaton 

By Cy & Mary Ann Votava 

Bill Spence by Steven & Melissa Kuhlman 

Conversion of abortionists in Fargo by Chuck & Kay Morehead 

People are unreasonable, illogical, and self-centered. 

  Love them anyway.Love them anyway.Love them anyway.Love them anyway. 

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish ulterior motives. 

  Be kind anyway.Be kind anyway.Be kind anyway.Be kind anyway. 

If you are successful, you will win some false friends and true enemies. 

  Succeed anyway.Succeed anyway.Succeed anyway.Succeed anyway. 

The good you do today will be forgotten tomorrow. 

  Be good anyway.Be good anyway.Be good anyway.Be good anyway. 

Honesty and frankness will make you vulnerable. 

  Be honest and frank anyway.Be honest and frank anyway.Be honest and frank anyway.Be honest and frank anyway. 

What you spend years building may be destroyed overnight. 

  Build anyway.Build anyway.Build anyway.Build anyway. 

People need help, but may attack you if you try to help them. 

  Help them anyway.Help them anyway.Help them anyway.Help them anyway. 

 

    In the final analysis, it is between you and God.In the final analysis, it is between you and God.In the final analysis, it is between you and God.In the final analysis, it is between you and God.    

    It was never between you and them anyway.  It was never between you and them anyway.  It was never between you and them anyway.  It was never between you and them anyway.   

  ~Blessed Teresa of Calcutta 

�  Paper products: paper towels, toilet paper, paper                       

 plates, tissues etc. 

�  Huggies or Pampers diapers & baby wipes 

�  Stamps  

�  Gift cards to Target, Wal-Mart, etc. for mother’s                 

 personal items 

�  Light bulbs: 60 watts  

�  Monthly donors 

“I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus.”  ~ 1 Cor. 1“I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus.”  ~ 1 Cor. 1--44  
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God’s precious gift of life was again bestowed on us on May 18 with the birth of Thomas Frederick. 
He is pictured above with his mother, Colette.   


