
cian, our patroness Gianna 
Beretta Molla.   Her life and 
death speak   volumes to the 
world today about the sacri-
fices and beauty of mother-
hood and the gift of children.  
Gianna understood that 
every life was a gift, so much 
so that, after the birth of each 
of her first three children, she      
donated the equivalent of six 
months’ salary to the        
missions in thanksgiving to 
God for the precious gift of 
life He had bestowed on her 
and her beloved husband 
Pietro. 
 
As a young doctor, Gianna 

attended a medical conference in which 
she made some notes which summed up 
her thoughts on the sacredness of life, 
even in cases when a mother’s life is 
endangered. She wrote: “The doctor 
should not meddle.  The right of the child 
to live is equal to the right of the mother’s 
life.  The doctor cannot  decide; it is a sin 
to kill in the womb.” 
 
Gianna put her belief in the sanctity of 
human life into practice every day of her 
life, and she did so with joy and with deep 
love for her husband and children, as well 
as for her patients and for all those in 
need.  But she was destined to teach us 
in a most profound way about the sacred-
ness of life in the womb, by making  the 
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call to holiness and an example my stu-
dents could relate to.  In searching for the 
ideal patroness to whom the women here 
at the maternity home could  relate to, 
Saint Gianna was once again a most     
perfect choice, having sacrificed her own 
life for her child.  As Father Hils and I       
traveled around and beyond the state of 
North  Dakota trying to gain support to help 
us establish a home in her honor, it was 
always the sharing of her story that 
touched people’s hearts and inspired them 
to   follow in her footsteps, making their 
own sacrifices to protect pregnant women 
and their children. 
 
On May 16th, 2004, Pope John Paul II 
canonized this young mother and physi-

It is with delight that we     
announce the GOOD NEWS 
OF GREAT JOY for all of us 
involved in the work of Saint 
Gianna’s. Pierluigi Molla, 
Saint Gianna’s eldest child 
and only son, will be visiting 
us here at Saint Gianna’s 
Home, as well as a couple of 
other places in the Diocese of 
Fargo.  What a privilege it is 
for us to be able to hear the 
son of our beautiful patroness 
speak of Saint Gianna’s life 
and message for our Church 
today.  Saint Gianna’s hus-
band, Pietro, and her three 
living children have never 
hesitated to share their wife 
and mother with the entire Church, as 
they generously continue to make      
sacrifices in order to spread her strong 
message about love and life at home 
and abroad.  You are invited to be a 
part of this most blessed time with           
Pierluigi by attending any of the events 
listed in the schedule on page 2. 
 
When we began the work of establishing 
this maternity home back in 2001, 
Blessed Gianna (she was not yet canon-
ized) was without a doubt the immediate 
and ideal choice for our patroness.  I 
had come to know of her before she was 
even beatified.  As a junior-high and 
high-school religion teacher, I found her 
to be a profound model of the universal 
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Pierluigi Molla, the son of our beloved patroness, Saint Gianna Beretta Molla, is coming to our Maternity Home!                                      
Mark your calendars for May 12th and 13th! 

Saint Gianna’s children carry the relics of their mother to present to                               

His Holiness, John Paul II at her canonization Mass, May 16, 2004.                             

From left to right Laura, Gianna Emanuela and Pierluigi.  



ultimate sacrifice of her own life for her unborn daughter, 
Gianna Emanuela. Her life has been described as a canticle 
of praise to God (thus the name of our newsletter).  Truly 
she is a modern and heroic witness to the Sacredness of all 
human life.  What a gift it is for us to welcome her son to our 
home. 
 

Please pray for his safe travels and a blessed visit here, 
and pray also for us at Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home as 
we work to continue the work of Saint Gianna here in North 
Dakota, as well as our work to help establish the culture of 
life: one mother, one child, and one family at a time.  If you 
are able, please use the enclosed envelope to help us 
cover the expenses of Pierluigi’s visit.  Mark your calendar 
to join us as the son of Saint Gianna shares his mother’s 
edifying  message.  May God richly bless you for your      
dedication to life! 
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“Only recently, as I looked through Gianna’s belongings...I found a      

holy  card in one of her prayerbooks with these words she had written     

on the back,” ‘Lord, let the light that has been lit in my soul never be      

extinguished.’ That light, which gladdened my life and that of my chil-

dren all too briefly, now spreads like a blessing  on all who have known and loved her, 

on all who pray to her and entrust themselves  to her intercession.”  ~Pietro Molla, 

husband of Saint Gianna Beretta Molla 

Pictured to the right: Bishop Samuel J. Aquila lights the gas lamp outside Saint 

Gianna’s Maternity Home, where the light burns perpetually in Saint Gianna’s honor   

as a vigil for the unborn. 

Saint Gianna’s children, Mariolina, 

Pierluigi, Gianna Emanuela,                       

and Laura, 1963 
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Saint Gianna, Pietro and Pierluigi 

 

Schedule of Events 
 
 

Wednesday, May 12 - Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 7:00 PM 
          Saint Stanislaus, Warsaw, ND 
 
Pierluigi Molla will speak after the Mass followed by a light          
reception in the church basement with an opportunity to meet him. 
 
 
Thursday, May 13 - Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 6:30 PM 
      Cathedral of Saint Mary, Fargo, ND  
  
Pierluigi Molla will speak after the Mass followed by a light           
reception in the church basement with an opportunity to meet him. 

Pierluigi Molla 



 
“Gianna Beretta Molla was a simple, but more than 

ever, significant messenger of divine love.  In a letter to 
her future husband a few days before their marriage, she 
wrote:  ‘Love is the most beautiful sentiment the Lord 
has put into the soul of men and women.  

 Following the example of Christ, who “having loved his 
own…loved them to the end” (Jn 13:1), this holy mother of 
a family remained heroically faithful to the commitment she 
made on the day of her marriage. The extreme sacrifice 
she sealed with her life testifies that only those who have 
the courage to give of themselves totally to God and to 
others are able to fulfill themselves. 
 Through the example of Gianna Beretta Molla, may 
our age rediscover the pure, chaste and fruitful beauty      
of conjugal love, lived as a response to the divine call!”                                                                                                     
     

         -Pope John Paul II, from his homily on May 16, 2004 
 

 

This love and sacrifice of Saint Gianna is an ever-present 
witness to the mothers who come to Saint Gianna’s. She 
is an example we all try to emulate.  Each child born here 
at Saint Gianna’s is celebrated and loved as a tremen-
dous blessing from God.  There is no part of our work that 
gives greater joy than seeing the miracle of life – what 
God has been knitting together in a mother’s womb is all 
of a sudden made visible and embraced. I must say that 
one of the  privileged moments I have had in witnessing 
the love of our Lord and the love Saint Gianna demon-
strated  in the selfless sacrifice she made of her life, has 
been in seeing the birthmothers who, because of their 
difficult circumstances, choose adoption for their babies.  They do so, not because they lack love or concern or the 
desire to keep their child, but because of their self-sacrificing love for that child. There truly is no greater love than to 
lay down one’s life for a friend. 
 

This past February I was once again able to witness this love as one of our residents (her name withheld for privacy) 
placed her precious newborn son, Jacob Isaiah, into the loving arms of his adoptive mother before we left the hospital.  
We are happy to share this beautiful photograph with you on the back cover of this newsletter.  Let us pray that God 
instills in all of us this same spirit of love and of sacrifice. 

Spring Special Edition 3 

Jacob Isaiah – born February 8th, 2010 

6 pounds 14.7 ounces, 21 inches long 

Lovingly placed for adoption 

“Our task is to make the truth visible and lovable in ourselves, offering ourselves as an attractive and,                  

if possible, heroic example.” ~Saint Gianna Beretta Molla 

Gianna Emmanuela and Pietro Molla after the canonization Mass                     

with His Holiness, John Paul II 
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