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looting in the streets, that we have seen previously in the middleEast and in third world countries, would come to our cities, or that
the ideas of government that have long been fought against and
the freedoms so many have fought, prayed, and even died for
would be at such risk. Indeed, this time seems like it is from a
movie or book, and we await the leaders and the heroes and
someone to come along to bring peace to our hearts and our world,
as many saints and holy men and women of old showed us by their
heroic example in the midst of great trials and controversy: those
saints who stood alone, who stood apart, and stood for truth no
matter what the cost. I think that God is calling each of us to be
that hero, to be that example, that witness. This is our time to fight
as if our very life depends upon it – because indeed it does!
We can study the example and think of so many Saints like Saint
Catherine of Sienna, Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Saint Francis of Assisi,
Saint Clare, Saint Rita, Saint Stephen, Saint Joan of Arc, Saint
Margaret Clitherow, Saint Dominic, Saint Philip Neri, Saint Gianna,
Saint Maria Goretti, Saint Mother Teresa, Saint John Paul II, Saint
Damien Molokai, Saint Teresa of Avila, Saint Benedict, and so
many hundreds and even thousands more who the Lord used to
be His witnesses during difficult times throughout history. Maybe
some were our ancestors who passed on the faith in secret and
who worked so hard to provide, not only food, but also for the
Lord: those who built Churches and preserved the traditions of
our Church. Maybe some were holy bishops and parish priests,
and mothers and fathers who sacrificed to raise their family and
instill in them virtues and generosity. These holy men and women
lived in times that were hard, they lived in poverty; they lived with
persecution; they lived with illness and hardship, and yet they persevered – they were holy! They were the example and they
were the solution to the chaos all around them!

We are all well aware that we are living in very crazy and
uncertain times...a time that most of us probably never
thought we would experience firsthand in our lifetime in
the United States, and yet this time is upon us...a time
of fear and uncertainty, a time of unrest, and discord, a
pandemic, riots, violence, and chaos – in the Church, in
our Country, and in our hearts. We would never have
imagined just a few years ago the number of sick in our
Country, as they were when the black plague raged in
Europe in the middle ages, or imagined that the riots and

This, too, is our call – we do not need the world to be perfect,
or us to be younger or older, to be more healthy or wise, to be
richer or more educated. God calls each of us, and He calls us
NOW – to be faithful, to be witnesses, to stand apart, to stand
up for the truth, to be courageous, and lonely if necessary, to
be a voice for those who have no voice, to be Christians, to be
Catholics, to be Saints – TO BE HOLY!
In this country we have been very blessed. The very foundation
of our independence is the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness; we have enjoyed the freedom of religion and the freedom of speech. These very principles are threatened as our country

is torn apart in the name of justice. This is dishonest because violence and injustice
should never be the response to an injustice. Many have lost the sense of morality,
of right and wrong, and our society has become ungrateful to all that our Heavenly
Father has given us. We have been prideful and selfish with the gifts of human life
and sexuality, and we have failed to recognize the dignity in the unborn, the elderly,
the sick, and the poor. We are now seeing the fruits of a world that has lost the sense
of the sacred and has made idols out of disordered freedom, the very freedoms that
give us the right to do what we should (and not just anything we want or what makes
us feel good, no matter what the cost to others).
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But even though the world feels out of control – in this country and at this time We are in it…and we are set apart…apart to be a witness, to stand out, as a
light to the nation, to be a light in the darkness – a beacon of hope to this chaos,
this division, this turmoil – because it is not of God! And we are His children;
we know we can be secure in His providential care; and we know that the future is in
His hands. As people of faith, our mission – “our task,” as Saint Gianna says, “is to
make the truth visible and lovable, offering ourselves as an attractive and, if possible,
heroic example.” In doing this, in this critical moment in time, we need courage and
strength, just as she did when she sacrificed her own life for that of her precious little
baby girl.
We may have to go against the flow or to stand alone, but we need to embrace this
time – to do what is right and to protect and defend our faith and the gift of human life
from the emboldened attacks at all levels. We are part of the solution because we
are members of the Body of Christ – and with Him all things are possible. We
need to use our daily lives, our occupations, our influence, our relationships,
our votes, our sufferings and sacrifices, and our prayers – to BE HOLY…this is
the will of God for us - in this crazy time and just where we are, just how we are, with
all of our weaknesses and failings – our future and that of our children and the very
freedoms that we enjoy in our nation depend on this: BE HOLY!

Advisory Board

Bishop John T. Folda
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
Monsignor Gregory Schlesselmann
Todd Burianek
Jed Carlson
Jan George
David Hauff
Grant Shaft

Founder

Father Damian J. Hils

Staff

Morgan Christensen ~ Asst. Director
Rachel LaSart ~ Housemother
Kaylin Gudajtes ~ House Assistant
Susan Barclay ~ Office

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home
15605 County Road 15, Minto, ND 58261
(701) 248-3077
www.saintgiannahome.com
saintgiannahome@hotmail.com
An IRS 501© 3 nonprofit organization
2

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

Even in hard times there is always good news
to share, and so many blessings that our
Lord showers upon us each day!
We warmly welcome Julia and Hazel
to Saint Gianna’s!
Julia and Hazel came to Saint Gianna’s - our
first new residents since the Covid-19 virus
started in March; they add love and joy to
our Home! Hazel was born on June 1st.
Please keep them in your prayers.

We are proud to announce the graduation
of Whitney, one of our former mothers, and
mother of Keagen. Whitney graduated from
UND with a bachelors in social work this past
May. Keagen just turned 6 years old!
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This year we celebrate the 100th year of the building that began as
Saint Anthony’s convent and boarding school established in 1920.
This building was consecrated as Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home on
the Feast of the Assumption in 2003. Indeed, inside of this building
there have been accomplished many good things by the Sisters of
the Resurrection and the children who were a part of the school
here (closing in 1971). This being said, a building that is 100 years old
always requires maintenance and ongoing repairs and updates. We
were certainly blessed in the beginning years of our Home by many
donors and many volunteers who renovated and restored this building,
now Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home. We have worked hard to honor
these donors and volunteers by maintaining this home over the
years with the necessary maintenance.
One of the parts of our building that has had very minimal work since we
have been here is the East side, the enclosed fire escape and entrance.
This part of the building may not be 100 years old; we believe it may
have started as a sort of porch and then built sturdier as needed with
the cold winters. However, it has probably weathered its last winter
and is to the point of becoming a safety issue. It is not sealed; when
storms come, it is hard to put the windows back in because the wood
is disintegrating, the snow and rain blow in, and we are continually
cleaning and disinfecting to control mold, insects, and even rodents.
We feel the necessity and that it is time to update and renovate. We
have saved a good portion of our Giving Hearts Day money the last
couple of years to be able to begin this project. We have also secured
the help of Kaz Brother’s Construction. The Kazmierczak family has
been a part of the work of Saint Gianna’s well before we opened our
doors and have been here to help us through the initial renovation and
so many other projects over the years. We could not ask for better
friends to help us with this work. Because it is a huge undertaking they
have consulted with an architect and an engineering firm. We hope to
make it a beautiful entrance to our chapel and to be able to have the
ability for those who struggle to walk our many steps, to reach the chapel and the kitchen level through some kind of lift or a small elevator. We
plan for this work to begin in early fall.
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As each room in the home has a Heavenly Patron, we have chosen a unique patron for this new
entrance: Pietro Molla, an engineer who would have appreciated this project. Although the official cause
for his canonization has not yet been opened, there have been favors already received through his intercession. We know that he entered eternity 10 years ago as a very holy man and was the beloved spouse
of our patroness, Saint Gianna Molla. As any married couple becomes one with their spouse, we feel
blessed to have Pietro a special part of our Home and work and feel him as one of our heavenly protectors. On the previous page we have included, with ecclesiastical approval, a prayer for private devotion
to Pietro Molla written by his daughter, Dr. Gianna Emanuela Molla. We are also blessed to have a memento of this holy man in our shrine to his spouse, next to her relics. And we feel even more blessed to have
him as a patron to the chapel entrance of our Saint Gianna Home.

Each room in the home is also dedicated in honor of, or in memory of someone special, according to
the donor’s wishes. Because there have been many who have been a part of raising the funds for this
entrance, we chose this addition to be in honor of Father Joseph Christensen, FMI who has helped us
since the fall of 2006 and who has lived here in Warsaw since 2011.
He has poured himself out for the work of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home and for those we serve. Indeed,
he has been and continues to be a father figure in our Home and the spiritual head as our chaplain and
spiritual director. To have a priest, a holy priest, so involved with our home and our apostolate brings
our work to a whole other level. Because of him, we are able to have Mass and Holy Hours here in the
chapel of our Home. Through his priesthood there are many graces readily available to the staff and Board
and especially to those we serve.
Through these gifts we are also able to pray better for the intentions and the needs of those who support
us spiritually and financially. We also enjoy his presence in our daily activities: joining us for meals, at holidays, in playing games or making pizza or bread, in driving us on his bus for many occasions, or using his
gifts and ability to repair and fix and maintain our yard, machines and vehicles. His prayers, kindness, and
counsel are a tremendous gift to all of us at Saint Gianna’s. We are most blessed and grateful for all he has
done and continues to do for all of us who are a part of the Saint Gianna Family. In this way, we want to
publicly thank him and acknowledge all his work and sacrifices on our behalf as we pray for him and
his Religious Community, the Franciscans of Mary Immaculate.
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+CAROL ALFORD by Jerome Alford
+GALEN ANTON, GEORGE ANTON, WILLIAM
ROBERTS by Elaine Anton
+DONALD BEATON, FRANCIS BEATON by Brian
Beaton
+CECILIA BENEDICT by Brian & Rhonda Kvidt
+HENRY & PAULINE BIEL (PARENTS) by Emily Madler
+PAT BODENSTEINER by Will & Karen Gapp
+FATHER DON BRAUKMANN by Timothy & Nancy
Anacabe
+GENNY BERG by Matthew & Rita Brossart
+PATRICIA BODENSTEINER, CLAYTON MOTL by
Curt & Mary Ellen Kirking
+MARION BROSZ by Barb Barnick
+FLORENCE BROUILLARD, LOIS OSOSKI by Pat
Brouillard
+ROMA, MARC, JOSHUA CHAPUT by Marie Chaput
+ISABEL COLLETTE by Rosemary Fisher
+MARIANNE COOK by Candonn & Cheryl Granger
+MARILYN COTE by Father Duaine Cote
+DENNIS CROTTY by Laurence & Jean Charbonneau
+THERESA “TRACY” DAHLGREN by Hans & Tara
Halvorson
+BOB & PAULINA DOLAJAK, PAUL GUSTIN by Albert
& Virginia Dolajak
+JUDY DOSCH by Al Dosch
+EARL & LILLY ENRIGHT by Ronald & Genny Osowski
+JEAN GIBBENS, MARVIN SAYLER by Roger & Mary
Sayler
+AUNTIE IONE GROSS by Bruce & Fran Fjelde
+BRYAN GRABANSKI by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski,
David & Karen Kamrowski
+SUSAN GUDAJTES by John Gudajtes & Family,
Maurice & Mary Beth Feltman, Wayne & Robin
Feltman, Mike & Cecilia Grembowski, Kenny &
Evelyn Kilichowski, Mary Mondry, Dale & Judy
Plutowski, Don & Faye Schanilec, Sheila Slominski
+LORETTA COULTER, KRIS WALSH by Kenny & Evelyn
Kilichowski
+CONRAD HAPKA SR., ROSE PRZYBYLSKI by Mary
Johnson
+JAMES HASTINGS by Cody & Jen Kritzberger
+RUDY HEIDT by Caroline Heidt
+ANGIE JAROLIMEK by Craig & Dawn Jarolimek & family, Karen Cudmore, Richard & Cyndie Perkerewicz,
Family and Friends, Rodney & Lorraine Riskey, Don
& Faye Schanilec, Sheila Slominski, Kevin & Julie
Zikmund
+SHAWN DOUGLAS JIRAK by Daniel & Amy Schmitz
+CASEY PAUL JONES by Ervin & Evelyn Miller
+HAROLD & AGNES KAMROWSKI, ROBERT
KAMROWSKI, TIM HANSEN by David & Karen
Kamrowski
+CHRIS KASPROWICZ, CANDY KASPROWICZ
KELLER by Alex & Marjorie Kasprowicz
+KATERI by Brian Beaton
+JOSEPH KAUTZMAN by Deacon Michael & Coralie Fix
+GERT KNEESKERN by Michelle Snyder
+MARJORIE KOUBA, FREDDIE THOMPSON by George
& Faye Moen
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+FRANCES & AARON KRAEMER by Phil & Laurie
Kraemer
+ROSALIE KUDRNA by Fred & Pat Jahner
+MATTIAS & HANNAH LAGER by Jacob Terneus
+DECEASED RELATIVES by John & Venita Lampl
+AGNES LESSARD by Lee & Linda Lessard, Sheila
Slominski
+MARY SUE LUCHT by Sue Ann Locker
+DIANE MAJKRZAK, MARGE BURGUM by Mike &
Elizabeth McGurran
+MARYNIK & SCHUSTER FAMILIES by Iretta Mae
Marynik
+JOANN MATTSON by Rosemary Fisher, Hiladore &
Pauline Osowski
+WES MCCOY by Bob & Karen Landman
+PHYLLIS MCCULLOUGH by Joann Becker Family
+MARGARET MEAGHER by John Meagher
+LYLE MONDRY by Mary Mondry
+ANNA MORAN by Brenda K. Rohrich
+OUR PARENTS by Jerry & Maureen Munch
+PAUL & RANDY NISTLER by Don & Marie Nistler
+RALPH & MARY ANN NOSBUSCH by Randy & Carol
Summers
+IDA NOVACEK by Family
+ORRIN, THEODORE & EVELYN OSOWSKI by Thomas
& Judith Osowski
+STEVE PALMER, ALPHE RHEAULT by Joan Rheault
+FRANCES POKRZYWINSKI by Gwyndale & Marge
Bayne
+JANET POKRZYWINSKI, CONRAD BOROWICZ,
MARIE READER, JAMES ROLAND by Clayton &
Lillian Pokrzywinski
+WILLIAM DAVID RICHARDS by E. Joseph & Jane E.
Welle
+IAN ROADFELDT, RUTHIE STEEN by Kathy Swenson
+JOEL RUDNIK by Betty Feltman, Jeremy & Mary
Lizakowski
+RITA RUDNIK by Jim & Kathy Gudajtes, Lee & Linda
Lessard, Francis & Susan Peterka
+NICHOLAS RUHLAND by Florence Ruhland
+RUTH SCHAEFFER by Leo Schaeffer
+SCHALL FAMILY by Ed & Betty Schall
+WILLIAM SCHUH by Kenneth & Mary Ann Duppong
+VIVIAN COLLETTE SECRIST by Wayne & Robin
Feltman, Rosemary Fisher, Merlyn Dolores
Grabanski, David & Karen Kamrowski, Lee & Linda
Lessard, Hiladore & Pauline Osowski
+DIANE SIEKANIEC by Jack & Edie Kritzberger
+PERSHING & BERNICE SIMS, LEE & ALICE KLOCKE
by John & Jan Klocke
+DAVID SLOMINSKI by Deb Slominski
+VIC SOBOLIK by Barb Sobolik
+MEREDITH SORENSEN by Randy & Lori Zimprich
+STANLEY STANCYK SR., STANLEY STANCYK JR. by
Marci Franson
+KENNY TANATA, RICHARD WANZAK by Deacon Tom
& Mary Geffre
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+ELWOOD & ELLEN TETRAULT by Lisa Tetrault
Sonterre
+EMANUAL VOLK by Steve & Annette Hoornaert
+BILL WALD by Millie Wald
+RODNEY & DEBBIE WALD by Viola Bosch
+JEANETTE WALLGREN by Steve & Ellen Wallgren
+NATALIE WAVRA by Joy Driscoll, Ron & Kathy Wavra
+STEVE WEBSTER by Rodger & Celinda Wetzel, Connie
Whitney
+BABY, LEE WIRTH by Karin Wirth
+KIM & KEVIN WOINAROWICZ by Ardyce Woinarowicz
+AL & LILLIAN WOTZKA by Dennis & Joann Volker
+MARCELLA ARTZ ZIMMER by Lois Titus

by Mark & Rachel Jahner &
Family, Fred & Pat Jahner,
Mary Pat Jahner

For a healthy world by Pat Brouillard
Health for family by Alex & Marjorie Kasprowicz
Cousins with cancer by Brian Beaton
Betsy Carlsen by Michael & Sue Bono
By Pam Kraft
By Stu & Cindy Longtin
All children in need by Mike & Ann McGovern
All abortion chambers in the US by Chuck & Kay
Morehead
Covid-19 vaccination by Jerry & Brenda Sagert
By Roger & Mary Sayler
Brenna Grace Booke, Sonny Wanner, Dereck Eback
families by Mary Ann Wanner
Friends cancer cure by Anonymous
Covid 19 cure by Anonymous
By Dennis & Joann Volker
End to abortion by Albert & Virginia Dolajak
Good health for the Nistler family by Don & Marie Nistler
Healing for Jean Charbonneau by Pat & Donna Burton
By Aaron & Eva Carlson
By Kenneth & Mary Ann Duppong
By Gary & Stephanie Goroski
By Mark & Alexandria Splonskowski
For discernment by Christopher Tanner
Children & grandchildren by Wallace & Colleen Dalman

Summer - 2020

Baby Granddaughter Kiara’s health by Gene & Rose
Funseth

Gianna Emanuela Molla’s birthday by Merlyn & Dolores
Grabanski, Roger & Bernice Kram, Mary Ann
Tancredi
Mary Pat Jahner by Anonymous (Giving Hearts Day
intention)
Janice Korczak’s 80th birthday by Robert & Marilyn
Wocken
Joan Schanilec by Jim & Loretta Olson
Monsignor Brian Donahue by Stacey Hanson
Don Richter family by Anonymous
Father Damian Hils Priestly Ordination Silver Jubilee by
Julie & Bob Heditsian & family
Daughter, Erin Isaacson by Keith & Bonnie Benz
Louise Harshman by Mary Ann Donegan
Mother, Ar Deen Haas by Connie Elsperger
Pam Clemens (Mother’s Day) by Rachael Ericson
23 grandchildren (+10 spouses) and 20 great grandchildren by Loretta Huschka
Mother, Bonnie, and all mothers around the world by
Shirley Kern
For Sister by Kenny & Evelyn Kilichowski
Father Moen’s birthday by Kenny & Evelyn Kilichowski
Steve & Tammy Klocke family, Daniel & Catie Klocke
family by John & Jan Klocke
Living family by John & Venita Lampl
Daniel & Walter Majkrzak by Mike & Elizabeth McGurran
Mary Ann McKenna for Mother’s Day by Kathleen
McKenna, Michael McKenna
Grant & Jackie Shaft by Jack & Joey Muus
Phyllis Sayler, Treacy Gibbens by Roger & Mary Sayler
Ernestine Ebertowski by Tim & Carrie Shea
Sue Bono by Janet Susi
Robert Wotzka by Dennis & Joann Volker
Lillian Wald by Rodney & Debbie Wald
Teresa Hansen by Steve & Ellen Wallgren
Karen Grabinger by Dwane Wanzek
My children’s biological mothers by Pat Brouillard
Saint Joan of Arc, martyred for our Lord Jesus Christ by
Brian Beaton
John & Jan Klocke, Loretta Votava, Pat & Brenda Breen
by Chuck & Kay Morehead
Dorothy Endres by Steve & Ellen Wallgren
Intentions are from March 22nd ~ June 27th.
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