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A

s we have just passed Lent and the great feast
of our Redemption, and as we continue in this
Holy Season of Easter, we have much to ponder
about the goodness of God, Who out of love for us
suffered, died, and then by His own power rose from
the dead, so that one day we might have eternal life
with Him. Jesus has risen indeed! This fact gives
purpose to our life and hope to our days. And yet,
as on that first Easter, there is much in the world and
in our country that is not right, is not moral, and is not
in accordance with our Christian Faith.
We see in Saint Luke’s Gospel, in the account of the
road to Emmaus, Cleopas and the other disciple
(probably St. Luke) walking away from Jerusalem,
discouraged at the crucifixion of our Lord. When the
unrecognized Lord joins them they recount the story
of Good Friday and say, “WE HAD HOPED that it
was He who was going to redeem Israel” (Luke
24:21). They had lost hope. Yet after walking seven
miles with our Lord, they desired more time with Him.
Already renewed and strengthened, they asked Him
to stay, saying, “Stay with us, Lord, for it is getting
toward evening and the day is now nearly
over” (Luke 24:29). And our Lord stayed at their
home and ate with them. This too should be our
prayer after receiving Holy Communion, especially
when we feel worn out or discouraged by things
happening in our lives.
Just as these apostles had lost hope, we too often
get discouraged by the overwhelming battles in our
society. We have seen the war against the unborn
continue for the past 39 years, with the law on the
side of those who deny that life begins at conception.
We also witness in this country, and indeed all over
the world, an increasing acceptance of euthanasia of
the elderly, the attempt to redefine marriage, and
attacks on the family and mainstream religion. Now,
we are seeing an overt attack on the part of the
government against the Catholic Church and Christianity in general, in the form of a U.S. Health and
Human Services mandate that every employer in the
nation, including religiously affiliated organizations,

Jesus walking with two of His disciples to Emmaus.

must provide insurance coverage for contraceptives,
abortion-causing drugs, and sterilization.
Our country, founded for the purpose of Religious
Freedom, seems to be losing its integrity and losing
sight of the very principles our great nation was
founded upon. The First Amendment of the United
States Constitution states: "Congress shall make no
law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.” Our First
Amendment rights are being openly denied us by the
leaders of our own nation. We must unite with our
Lord and each other and fight this battle by spiritual means, first and foremost, through our
example of Christian living and, when possible,
through our witness in the social and political
arenas.
Bishop Samuel Aquila, shepherd of the Diocese of
Fargo, wrote a letter to the priests, deacons, and laity
of our diocese on March 28th, 2012, inviting us to join
with him and many bishops across the country on
Friday, March 30th, “in directing our Lenten fast in a
particular way towards the restoration of freedom
of conscience in health care . . . [and] for an end to
religious persecution.”
He goes on to explain: “There are many ways that
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the Church can take action in this
moment. In the life of Jesus Christ we
see that the power of sound argument
and protest pales in comparison to
the power of spiritual sacrifice and
prayer.
The current situation of
Catholics in America is the result of sinthus, offering acts of self-denial, in union
with Christ's death on the cross, gives us
freedom from that sin.
We pray, fast and sacrifice because
these actions inspire both the conversion
of our own hearts and the conversion of
others. It is the conversion of hearts,
not force, argument or coercion,
which will end the injustices against
Most Reverend Samuel J. Aquila
personal conscience that Catholics
Diocese of Fargo, ND
are facing today in our secular
culture. Let us pray to Jesus, "the Way, the Truth and the Life," that
the truth may awaken in the hearts and minds of all peoples in the
United States.
Offer your Lenten penance that day for the restoration of religious
liberty in America. Offer your fast for a conversion of the minds and
hearts of every person in the United States of America. We know in
faith that even the most hardened heart can be changed.
Jesus Christ conquered death in humility, suffering and obedience. May
we conquer injustice by striving to follow Jesus in the same way!”
The disciples who encountered our risen Lord on the road to Emmaus
were renewed and strengthened by our Lord, and, after they “broke
bread” with Him, they hurried back to Jerusalem. How different those
seven miles were after they had encountered the Risen Lord! They
were strong and full of hope, certain of the Lord’s power to make all
things new. May we, too, realize that our hope is in Him: Jesus is risen!
The victory is His; and it belongs to Him and His followers. Our Lord
has conquered sin and death and evil. This means He has
conquered abortion and euthanasia and immorality! United with Him
and filled with great hope we must, as did the disciples Christ
encountered on the road to Emmaus, proclaim the risen Lord.
Proclaim and live His Gospel – His Gospel of Life and of Hope!
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“Do not be afraid to defend the honor of God, to defend
the Church, the Pope and Priests. This is the moment to
act. We must not remain indifferent in the face of the
enemy’s campaign against religion and morals. We of
Catholic Action must be the first to defend the sound
foundation and the sacred Christian tradition of our
homeland…” ~Saint Gianna Beretta Molla
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

What a gift I have received in serving as Spiritual Director of Saint Gianna’s
Maternity Home. I am privileged to help the spiritual enrichment of the staff and
residents of the Home, and even the board members. This pro-life work of
formation is spiritually and emotionally challenging at times, even draining; so, one
needs to recharge with a spiritual “power drink” of the Waters of salvation from the
Lord welling up within, that is, a “drink” of Jesus’ Spirit at Eucharistic Holy Hour
and in the Holy Mass and Holy Communion. Definitely a part of the residents’
Father Joseph Christensen, FMI
re-formation is the spiritual help and growth that they receive here at the St. Gianna
Home. We cannot live the Divine and universal call to holiness unless we
encounter the Lord in prayer and Sacrament.
Assisting at the Home can entail a variety of responsibilities or activities, ranging from meeting once a month with
the residents; or, praying daily the second joyful mystery of the rosary, the Visitation (the Visitation Chapel at the
Home pictures two expectant mothers, the Virgin Mary and St. Elizabeth meeting): for all of the spiritual,
financial, and physical needs of the Home; thirdly, offering the Mass and Holy Hour at the Home on Tuesdays and
some Sundays along with daily praying of Holy Hour and Mass at St. Stanislaus Church, allowing those from the
Home who are able or wish to attend other than Tuesdays; next there is offering the Sacrament of Reconciliation;
sometimes giving spiritual counsel; and lastly, offering support, encouragement, and prayers for the staff, residents,
and board members. Moreover, any of the above mentioned services may also be available to the former residents,
with whom the Home continues to do outreach, helping them even beyond the walls of the Home. Once in a great
while, I get to tag-along with a pilgrimage to a shrine for spiritual enrichment and Catholic Culture. Oh yes, and
sometimes I even get to write a newsletter article.
What I enjoy most, subsequent to the spiritual refreshment that I help to provide, is the various family activities
with the residents and children, the staff, and at times, the board members, such as a meal—can they cook well!!,
birthday celebrations, baptisms, a movie or play, the Christmas party, and these family activities can include
anything from making homemade pizza with them to jumping on the trampoline with the children--whew!
It doesn’t take long on the trampoline to realize that I should stick with spiritual direction so that I am not stuck
with physical therapy!
What a privilege and a blessing to be part of the holy, pro-life work at Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home. I lift up in
prayer every day all those here at the St. Gianna Home, the residents and former residents, the staff and board
members, and I want you to know that each and every day I pray for all of you, the benefactors of this
wonderful Home and work of Life. Thank you for all of your support, for without you, this very needed
work would not happen. Because of your generosity this apostolate is able to reach out to these women who
come here, without cost of room and board, which makes this choice for life much more appealing to them
so that they choose to save their baby, and help to save these mothers spiritually.
My heart rejoices in this work as I realize that, maybe, I am the one more blessed! May the powerful love of the
Risen Lord Jesus also fill your hearts to overflow with abundant joy!
~Fr. Joseph Christensen, FMI
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Saint Monica is a beautiful example for us to ponder
during the month of May, a month devoted to the Blessed
Mother as well as all mothers. The circumstances in Saint
Monica’s life certainly could have caused her to be a
different kind of woman than her life has shown us, but
through the grace of God along with her own efforts of
prayer and persistence, today we acclaim her not only as
a great Saint of the Church herself, but also as the mother
of another great Saint of the Church, Saint Augustine.
Saint Monica was born in the year 333 in North Africa to
Christian parents. But through an arranged marriage, she
was married at a young age to Patricius, a pagan official,
who was said to have a violent temper and many bad
habits. Moreover, they lived with his mother, whose
disposition was equally challenging and proved to be an
ongoing source of difficulty and judgment for Saint
Saint Monica with her son, Saint Augustine.
Monica. She had much to teach the other wives and
mothers of her town, who witnessed her trials. Her example of kindness, forgiveness, and
patience had a big effect on those who knew her.
Saint Monica had three children with Patricius: Augustine, the oldest (and most famous); a second
son, Navigius; and a daughter, Perpetua. One of Monica’s greatest trials initially was that she was
unable to have these children baptized because of her husband’s resistance. Her religious
practices and almsgiving annoyed him. Her oldest son worried Monica the most, as he was
brilliant and had many gifts, but was lazy with these gifts and chose to use them against the
Church. He, too, ridiculed her. As a young man, Augustine lived a wayward life of sin, rejecting
his mother’s influence every step of the way and eventually leaving home to study, only too glad to
get away from his mother, Monica.
It is in the struggle and prayers and tears and unfailing love for her family that Monica’s
husband and even her mother-in-law were eventually converted to the Faith. Sadly, her
husband only lived a few months after he was baptized. Monica vowed not to marry again, but
instead, to pray and sacrifice until her children, and Augustine in particular, were converted. This
would be her vocation and mission from now on. Even though Augustine had become a
Manichean (embracing a philosophy contrary to Christian beliefs), she would not give up on him.
At one point she sought out the bishop of Milan (Monica followed Augustine to Italy when he left
Africa) crying to him about her son, Augustine, whom she feared would be eternally lost if he did
not change his ways. The holy bishop’s reply, now well-known in Christian tradition, assured
Monica that “a child of such tears and prayers would certainly never perish.” For seventeen
years Monica persisted in her prayers for Augustine’s conversion, whose heart was eventually
touched by the preaching of St. Ambrose—the same bishop Monica had sought out in Milan.
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Augustine not only converted, but also went on to become a priest
and then a bishop, and is now named a doctor of the Church
because of his writings. Saint Monica only lived about six months
after the baptism of Saint Augustine in Milan. Her mission, her
vocation, her life was complete. She died with great joy; her
son had come home to God in the Catholic Church. In his
spiritual autobiography, Confessions, Saint Augustine laments his
own sinfulness but also recounts beautifully the virtues and
persistence of his good and prayerful mother.

Saint Monica lived in a culture and time where the terrible and
overt persecution of Christians had just ended, but Christianity was
still often misunderstood and ridiculed. Today Christianity is
increasingly marginalized, and society is even hostile to the Faith.
This prayer below for her intercession, therefore, is particularly
appropriate for today.

Saint Monica

Intercessory Prayer to St. Monica
Dear St. Monica,
troubled wife and mother,
many sorrows pierced your heart during your lifetime.
Yet, you never despaired or lost faith.
With confidence, persistence, and profound faith,
you prayed daily for the conversion
of your beloved husband, Patricius,
and your beloved son, Augustine;
your prayers were answered.
Grant me that same fortitude, patience,
and trust in the Lord.
Intercede for me, dear St. Monica,
that God may favorably hear my plea for
(Make your request)

and grant me the grace to accept His Will in all things,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.
Amen.

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith
develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”
~James 1:2-4
Spring - 2012

5

+BEN AALBERG, DEBBIE GRAUNKE by Rod & Joan Schanilec
+MARY ANN ANDERSON by Donald & Dolly Rubertus
+RICK ANDERSON, DELORES BROWN, AVIS DANIEL,
JENNIFER GLADDEN, DEBRA JOHNSON, MADELINE
LARSON, ALAN MICHEL, LILA VANDEMARCK by Betty
Steinberger
+ORLYN BERG, RAY KASPRICK by Dan & Delores Burianek
+ANDY BIRI by Brian & Mary Schuster

+JOHN WAYNE REKKEN by Sherry Rekken

+SAM & MINNIE BRANDT by Chester & Jane Brandt

+JIM RUELLE by Richard & Theresa Gehl

+JOE BROSSART by Laurence & Jean Charbonneau, Mike
& Rae Ann McGurran

+FOUR SANDY BABIES by Jerry & Joanne Sandy

+MICHAEL BYRNES by Brenda Rohrich
+IMELDA CHAPUT by Laurence & Jean Charbonneau
+JEAN COSSETTE by Norm & Joan Rheault
+DR. PHYLLIS COWGER by Tom Larson, Terry & Mary Ann
McKenna, Brian & Mary Schuster, Simplot Growers of Grand
Forks, ND, Catherine Sobolik, Warren & Beryl White, Orville
& Audrey Wilhelm
+CATHY CUNNINGHAM by Walter & Paula Huss

+JOHN SANG by Rev. John Kleinwachter
+CAL SCHAIBLE by Sharon Fritz
+DECEASED & LIVING FAMILY, FRIENDS & RELATIVES by
Janelle Schanilec
+DECEASED FAMILY MEMBERS by Phyllis Schiller
+GERARD SCHUCHARD by Randy & Lori Syverson
+DARLEEN SHELQUIST by Kurt & Jennifer Kelley,
Brian & Mary Schuster

+RANDY DVORAK, MICHAEL OWENS, LINDA SCHANILEC
by Maxine Schanilec

+PERSHING SIMS by John & Jan Klocke

+JOSEPHINE GAPP by Veronica Johansen

+RUTH STOKKE by Irene Schanilec

+JOSEPH GEIGER, LEO & ALVINA GEIGER by Don & Jeanie
Dukart

+DONNA “KAY” STOLTMAN by Brian & Mary Schuster

+STACY GENTZKOW, TOM HEISER, IRENE HILDAHL,
VERNA HOBUB, LES SANEY, STELLA SHELTON, DARLENE
MILLER, MARGARET WITT by Alan & Ruby Gramlow

+ELIZABETH STROH by Deacon Harry & LaRene Didier

+ELIZABETH SPAETH by Margaret Sitte

+DORIS STOLTMAN by Irene Mozinski, Norris & Arlene Thune
+DAVE SWENSON by James & Kathy Cowan

+BARB GROCHOW, MIKE MICHALEK, VERLA STEWART
by Rose Przybylski

+FATHER DAVID SYVERSON by Alan & Ruby Gramlow,
Irene Schanilec, Randy & Lori Zimprich

+FLORENCE HALVORSON by Darlene Forde, Bonnie Gillett,
Phoebe Johnson, Phyllis Jorde, Ginger Lee

+IRENE WALSH by Kurt & Jennifer Kelley

+MIRA HAYEN by Kevin & Ronda Throener
+LOUISE HENDRON by Michael & Sue Bono

+NATALIE WAVRA by Carol Mack, Kurt & Deeann Parker,
Kent & Holly Wavra

+LEROY KAMROWSKI by Larry & Jane Lamont

+GEORGE VONASKEK, TRAVIS J. WILLIAMS by Mike & Rae
Ann McGurran

+CAROLINE KARAS by Francis & Susan Peterka

+RITA ZIMPRICH by Charles Zimprich, Randy & Lori Zimprich

+JOHN L. KROPP, SON by Lawrence & Darlene Kropp
+DARYL KUEHNENN, SR. THERESE MERRICK by Brett
& Cherie McAtee
+LARRY LAHAISE, FRANCIS WYSOCKI by Craig & Dawn
Jarolimek

Bobby Beaton by Brian Beaton

+HILARY LIZAKOWSKI by Robert & Dorothy Plutowski

For a pro-life president by Chuck & Kay Morehead

+REGINA MEIER by Fred & Pat Jahner

For health of Chester Perkerewicz, Janna Perkerewicz
& the safe delivery of Marshall Marion

+PAUL MEYER by Brian Beaton
+CYNTHIA MOZINSKI by Sylvester & LaVonne Narlock, John
& Alice Sevigny

For the health of Cyril Stoltman by Brian & Mary Schuster

+DEACEASED FAMILY MEMBERS by Mary Osowski
+RODELL PHELAN by Tom & Mary Dusek, Irene Schanilec,
Brian & Mary Schuster
+ROBERT REED by Norris & Arlene Thune
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Frank Argenziano by Joseph & Bethany Johnson

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

Clara Fertig’s 100th birthday by St. Mary’s Cathedral
Altar Society
Leornard Grabanski’s 90th birthday, Esther Grabanski’s
80th birthday by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski
Dan Gonsorowski’s 80th birthday by Jay & Erin Ovsak
Megan Hellem’s 13th birthday by Robert & Cheri Hellem
Birth of granddaughter by Don & Jeanie Durkart
Dr. Danuta Komorowska’s birthday by Francis & Delila
Mayer
Father Jared Kadlec’s birthday by John & Jan Klocke
Parents John & Edwardine Szklarski’s 50th wedding
anniversary by Allan Szklarski
Allen & Patricia Kukert’s 35th wedding anniversary by
John & Jan Klocke
Claudia Jo Benedicta’s Sands’ birth, Stella Lois Zavoral’s
birth, Jaxon Wendell Sands’ 6th birthday, Clare Gianna
Sands’ 4th birthday, John & Sharon Grave’s 1st wedding
anniversary by Jared & Robbyne Sands

“The risen Christ is journeying ahead of us
towards the new
heavens and the new
earth (cf. Rev 21:1), in which we shall all
finally live as one family, as sons of the
same Father. He is with us until the end of
time. Let us walk behind him, in this
wounded world, singing Alleluia. In our
hearts there is joy and sorrow, on our faces
there are smiles and tears. Such is our
earthly reality.
But
Christ
is
risen, He is alive
and He walks
with us. For this
reason we sing
and
we
walk,
faithfully carrying
out our task in
this world with
our gaze fixed on
Heaven.”

Mother Genevieve Franchuk by Don & Jeanie Dukart

~Pope Benedict XVI
Easter
Message,
April 24, 2011

Family Blessings by Don & Jeanie Dukart
To Saint Gianna by Adriana Jimm
Father Brian Bachmeier & his priesthood by Richard &
Rae Ann Lynne

Altars in Visitation Chapel

We remember with our prayers Hilary Feltman and Joan
Ryan who died recently. Both of these good people were
involved with the work of Saint Gianna’s from the very
beginning. Joan was one of our initial room sponsors. She
sponsored the Saint Patrick’s dining room; a room that now
holds many happy memories for those of us at Saint Gianna’s.
Hilary built our beautiful altars and the ambo for our Visitation
Chapel. This was Hilary’s last woodworking project before his
eyesight prohibited him from this work: a beautiful tribute to
the Lord! May their souls and the souls of all the faithful
departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.

+HILARY FELTMAN by
Colleen Anderson, Gerri
Anderson, Tom & Mary Dusek,
Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski,
Tom & Mari Grabanski, Mike
& Cecilia Grembowski, David
& Karen Kamrowski, Iretta
Mae Marynik, Dale & Judy
Plutowski, Sylvester
& Lavonne Narlock, Donald
& Marianne Rudnik, Irene Schanilec, Rod & Joan
Schanilec, Brian & Mary Schuster, John & Alice
Sevigny, Sheila Slominski, Shirley Suda
Spring - 2012

Saint Patrick’s Dining Room

+JOAN RYAN by Paul & Deb Arnason,
John & Mary Jane Beaumier, Betty
Beich, Terry & Sand Beich, Bruce & Nan
Carlisle, Robert & Judy Cowger, Tim &
Nancy Cronquist, Brad & Carla Driscoll,
James & Clarisse Fasbender, Jonathan
& Donna Geiger, Paul & Renee Hahn,
Evelyn Lizakowski, Ernesryt & Joan
Mangino, Mike & Rae Ann McGurran,
Terry & Mary Ann McKenna, George
McKinnon, Louise Nord, Ruth Nord, Charles & Joan Nye, Ann
Paulson, Jeff & Janell Regimbal, Rob & Pam Ressler, Grant &
Jackie Shaft, Gail Shermack, Ray & Joyce Stocker
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Housemothers and former residents pictured with resident Julia (far right), who is expecting a baby boy in June.

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

NONPROFIT ORG.

15605 County Road 15
Minto, ND 58261 - 9476

U.S. POSTAGE PAID

701-248-3077 or 877-701-3077
www.saintgiannahome.com
saintgiannahome@hotmail.com

MINTO, ND 58261
PERMIT NO. 6

