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We know that the vocation for 
each person is to be a saint, to 
get to Heaven, a  calling which is 
lived out in our specific vocation 
and the events of our daily life.  
We are all called to a life of Beat-
itude, of perfect happiness in 
Heaven one day, but we really 
begin this great life of love and of 
happiness while here on earth.  
Just as the saints have been 
models for past ages, God gives 
us models of holiness in our    
own age, people who, by their 
example, inspire us to be better 
and to live our life for the Lord 
and in service to others. We 
chose Saint Gianna as our    
patroness for this very reason.  
She is a beautiful example of 
sacrificial love as a wife, mother, 
and doctor, especially in her love 
for life.  Her life is described by 
the Church as “a canticle of 
praise.” Blessed Pier Giorgio 
Frassati, is also an example 
for each of us, in his seeming-
ly ordinary life marked by his 
great love of life and in the way he exhibited great holiness 
in the midst of the world.  There are many similarities between 
his life and the life of our own patroness, Saint Gianna Beretta 
Molla, but probably the most significant is their great joy and love 

of life rooted in their deep faith and love of God. 

In the Beatification Homily for Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, 
Blessed John Paul II remarked:  “By his example he proclaims 
that a life lived in Christ's Spirit, the Spirit of the Beatitudes, 
is ‘blessed’, and that only the person who becomes a ‘man 
or woman of the Beatitudes’ can succeed in communicating 
love and peace to others.  He repeats that it is really worth  
giving up everything to serve the Lord.  He testifies that holiness 
is possible for everyone, and that only the revolution of charity 
can enkindle the hope of a better future in the hearts of          

people.”  (Blessed John Paul II) 

Both Blessed Pier Giorgio and 
Saint Gianna were born in north-
ern Italy and lived a relatively 
short life in the midst of the world, 
and yet in that short life, they both 
gave us beautiful examples to 
follow.  Blessed Pier Giorgio was 
born in Turin, Italy, in 1901 and 
lived just 24 years.  Born into a 
wealthy and prestigious family, he 
had a    pampered life growing up        
surrounded by servants, maids 
and cooks, but it was a life without 
religion.  There were no family 
prayers said or religious pictures 
on the walls.  His home and family 
life were far from being consid-
ered Catholic, although his    
mother did go to Mass on       
occasion.  Blessed Pier Giorgio, 
however, was drawn to the things 
of God, to holiness and to service 
of the poor from a very young 
age.  As a young schoolchild he 
would take the money given to 
him for the bus or tram and buy 
food to give to the poor on his 
way home from school.  As he 

grew into a teenager and young adult, Blessed Pier Giorgio  was 
very well liked.  Because he had a wonderful personality and was 
good looking and athletic, he attracted many friends. Like our 
patroness Saint Gianna’s love for life, Blessed Pier Giorgio’s zest 
for life was evident in all he did.  He embraced the good things—
he loved to climb mountains and to ski.  He won his friends’ 
hearts over to the Lord not only by his holy example, but also by 
the simple and total way in which he  embraced the joy of living.  
In preparing to go on ski trips with his friends, he would find a 
priest willing to accompany them and would pay for the priest’s 
expenses, so that the group would be able to attend Mass.  
When he and his friends would climb to the top of the mountain 
and be there resting, he would invite them to join him in the      
rosary.  It is remembered well of him that he would go into the 
local pool hall and make bets with his friends—the kind of bets he 
hoped would win friends for God.  If they 

Continued on next page 
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won the bet, he would pay them the promised money, but if he won, they would do as 
they had promised:  go with Blessed Pier Giorgio to Mass or adoration.  And so he won 
many hearts to the Lord through his joyful spirit, his love of life, and his kindness 
toward his fellow man. He would go to parties and join in the fun, even enjoying a glass 
of wine, but he never got drunk.  There was a time in his life when he would sneak out 
during the night and run to Mass over an hour away, then return home and be back in bed 
before his father awoke him in the morning. Not hesitant to make sacrifices so that          
his love for God might grow, Blessed Pier Giorgio realized how fortunate we are to be 
servants of God, how important our witness is in a world where relativism prevails and 
where the sense of sin has been lost, and how we ourselves must remain vigilant in the 
life of grace if we are to fulfill our service to God and to our neighbor. He wrote, “With   
every day that passes, I grow more and more convinced how ugly the world is, of how 
much suffering there is, and, unfortunately, of how it is the good who  suffer the most.  
Meanwhile, we who have been given so many of God's blessings have repaid Him 
poorly. This is an awful reality that racks my brain; while I'm studying, every so often I ask 
myself: will I continue on the right path?  Will I have the strength to persevere all the way?  
In the face of this pang of doubt, the faith given to me in Baptism reassures me of this: by 
yourself, you will accomplish nothing, but if you place God at the center of all your actions, 

then you will reach the goal." 

Blessed Pier Giorgio’s intense prayer life and unfailing charity toward all went unnoticed 
by his family and even his friends, although they were all aware of his goodness.  After he     
became a third order lay Dominican, he was given the religious name Brother Jerome, so 
it was by this name that he introduced himself to the poor he served in order to remain 
anonymous.  When he received a car from his father on his eighteenth birthday, he sold it 
that very day and gave half of the money to the Saint Vincent de Paul Society and the 
other half to individuals and families he knew needed help.  At the time of his death, there 
were 125 families that Blessed Pier Giorgio was anonymously providing for (helping with 
rent, food, school tuition or other expenses). It was through his service to the poor that 
Blessed Pier Giorgio caught polio, which eventually took his life.  Although his polio was 
aggressive, his struggle with the disease was for the most part hidden. Because his 
grandmother was dying at the same time he was suffering with  polio, the family was    
consumed by their concern for his grand-
mother and did not notice Blessed Pier 
Giorgio’s own battle. The family’s     
servants knew something was wrong, 
however, because he asked a maid for 
an aspirin, which he had never done 
before.  It was only two days before his 
death when his family realized that he 
was sick. The night before he died, he 
asked his sister to help him get a        
prescription filled for someone else who 
was sick, someone he was trying to help 
even as he himself was dying. In his 
death, his parents, whose relationship 
was strained and near ending, were   
united again in the love of God and for 
each other. They worked together to 
begin their son’s cause for beatification 

and canonization.   

When we look at the lives of the saints, 

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati 
Continued on bottom of next page... 
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we have the tendency to think that they easily arrive at an understanding of their exact vocation, that their work for Christ is like an 
open door with a clear path to its goal, and that all they have to do is to embrace the Call they hear in their hearts. But this is not 
always the case, and it certainly was not the case for Blessed Pier Giorgio. Like our patroness, Saint Gianna, Blessed Pier Giorgio 
faced trials and uncertainty in discerning his exact calling or specific vocation. His mother did not want him to become a priest, his 
parents did not want him to marry the girlfriend he introduced to them, and his father was adamantly against the thought of his     
becoming a missionary. In spite of all this, Blessed Pier Giorgio was never deterred in his love or desire to give his life in service of 
God.  Prevented from going to seminary or to work in distant missions, and receiving no support from his family to foster his spiritual 
life, he persevered in his love for God, serving others in his community—quietly and with great joy—not only providing for the     
physical needs of many, but above all attending to their spiritual needs.  He understood well that holiness is about living each 
moment that God gives us, for Him and in His service, that the little yeses to the circumstances we are placed in make us 
holy and please God. In his short life, he touched the hearts of many—so many that over ten thousand people attended the      
funeral of this man who had lived only twenty-four years. Many there knew him only as Brother Jerome, the man who had helped 
them in their time of need.  After his death his friends observed that when he was with them, they never knew he was a saint, but as 

soon as he died they knew. 

Blessed John Paul II, who himself was inspired by the witness of Blessed Pier Giorgio’s life, beatified him on May 20th, 1990. His 

incorrupt body is now in Turin, Italy, at the Cathedral of Saint John the Baptist.   

May we embrace the example of Blessed Pier Giorgio and use the ordinary circumstances of our daily life to grow in holiness during 

this Lenten Season and throughout our life.  May we become a man or woman of the Beatitudes!    

 

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati continued... 

This year, a Year of Faith, as proclaimed by Pope Benedict XVI, we are 
blessed to be able to study our Catholic Faith more deeply. One of the 
central teachings of the Church is the Beatitudes.   
 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us that: “The Beatitudes 
are at the heart of Jesus’ preaching.” (CCC1716)  “The Beatitudes depict the 
countenance of Jesus Christ and portray His charity.  They express the 
vocation of the faithful associated with the glory of His Passion and     
Resurrection; they shed light on the actions and attitudes characteristic of 
the Christian life; they are the paradoxical promises that sustain hope in 
the midst of tribulations; they proclaim the blessings and rewards already 
secured, however dimly, for Christ’s disciples; they have begun in the 
lives of the Virgin Mary and all the Saints.” (CCC 1717)  “The Beatitudes respond to the natural desire for happiness. This desire is of divine origin:  
God has placed it in the human heart in order to draw man to the One Who alone can fulfill it.” (CCC 1718)  “The Beatitudes reveal the goal of    
human existence, the ultimate end of human acts:  God calls us to His own beatitude.  This vocation is addressed to each individual personally, 
but also to the Church as a whole, the new people made up of those who have accepted the promise and live from it in faith.” (CCC 1719) 
 

"When he saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he had sat down, the disciples came to him. He began to teach them, saying: 

 

 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven. 
 Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land. 
 Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied. 
 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
 Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God. 
 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven. 
 Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of Me. 
 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven. Thus they persecuted the prophets who were before you."   ~Matthew 5:1-12   
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It is with surprise and a touch of sadness that we awoke on the Feast of Our 
Lady of Lourdes (February 11th) to the news that our Beloved Holy Father, 
Pope Benedict XVI had announced his retirement effective on February 28th.  
We have been so blessed in recent years by incredible Vicars who have 
strongly led the Church through these times and who tirelessly proclaimed 
the truth and the hope of Jesus Christ in our day.  We know that Pope         
Benedict is a very holy and prayerful man as well as a man of great intelli-
gence.  We also recognize his great humility in this decision. He stated that:  

 

"After having repeatedly examined my conscience before God, I have come to 
the certainty that my strengths, due to an advanced age, are no longer suited 
to an adequate exercise of the Petrine ministry. I am well aware that this     
ministry, due to its essential spiritual nature, must be carried out not only with 
words and deeds, but no less with prayer and suffering. However, in today’s 
world, subject to so many rapid changes and shaken by questions of deep   
relevance for the life of faith, in order to govern the bark of Saint Peter and 
proclaim the Gospel, both strength of mind and body are necessary, strength 
which in the last few months, has deteriorated in me to the extent that I have 
had to recognize my incapacity to adequately fulfill the ministry entrusted to 
me."   

 

And so we trust in the wisdom of ‘the Voice of Christ on Earth’ and pray to   
the Holy Spirit that the conclave of cardinals will  fulfill the Will of God in the 
election of a new Holy Father. May Easter bring us the fulfillment of this    
prayer and a renewed strength in the papacy.  We want to thank God for the 
immense gift of Pope Benedict XVI. We are all so blessed to have lived during 
his papacy, as well as the papacy of his predecessor, Blessed John Paul II. We 
pray that God will bless him abundantly in time and in eternity.  

 

It might seem that his Ash Wednesday homily from 2012 was something close 
to the Holy Father’s heart as he prayed and discerned his retirement. “The 
Ash Wednesday liturgy (gives us) an invitation to penance, to humility and to 
an awareness of our mortal condition, but not to end up in desperation, but 
rather to welcome, precisely in this mortality of ours, God's unthinkable 
nearness, which, beyond death, opens the passage to the resurrection, to 
paradise finally rediscovered.” -Pope Benedict XVI 

A special thanks to the Deacon Howard J. and     
Hertha M. Hunkler Endowment Fund (through 
Catholic Extension) whose generosity has          
purchased for us a new van which is very neces-
sary to serve our women and children. We are so 
grateful! 
 
Please pray for the souls of Deacon Howard and 
Mrs. Hertha Hunkler. Also, please pray for the 
continued good work and health of Sister Marie 
Hunkler, OSB and Father Jerome Hunkler who has 
been serving the Diocese of Fargo since 1983.  

Saint Gianna’s Home was given a 
beautiful cope and humeral veil 
(vestments used during Eucharistic 
Adoration) sponsored by a number 
of different individuals and fami-
lies in loving memory of Benjamin, 
Julia, and Luke Schuster, neighbors 
to us at Saint Gianna’s Home, who 
were killed, along with their 

grandmother last November in Newtown, North Dakota. This vestment 
which will be a part of many Holy Hours here at our home will serve as 
a reminder to pray for the repose of these dear souls and especially to 
pray for the family who suffered such a great loss, in three beautiful 
and innocent children and their grandmother.  



5 Lent - 2013 

For forty days, the example of Jesus in the desert fasting and praying is imitated. The 

three traditional forms of penance practiced especially during Lent are prayer, 

fasting and almsgiving. Your 2013 Lenten sacrifices can impact the lives 

of unborn babies and mothers who are vulnerable to abortion. Please 

consider us in your prayer and almsgiving resolution this Lenten Season.  
  

 *Paper Products (toilet paper, paper towels, paper plates, tissue, etc.) 

 *Sponsor(s) for new furnace ($4400) 

 *Gift cards for mothers to buy personal items 

 *Postage Stamps 

 *Huggies or Pampers, size newborn through 5.  

 *Size 4 toddler boys’ clothes (for Gabriel, pictured to right.) 

 *Donors for our Education Fund (see our updated website for more  

  details on the fund,  www.saintgiannahome.com ) 

On December 17th we were blessed to be able to welcome Eden 
Elizabeth into the world.  We had asked for prayers for health      
concerns for Eden, and your prayers were heard.  It was thought 
that she would have to be immediately taken for surgery; this was 
not the case.  Instead, surgery to remove a choledochal cyst by her 
small intestine  is now scheduled for March 6th in Minneapolis         
at the Children’s Hospital. The surgery is serious but not                 
life threatening, and now Eden is older and stronger to be able to  
handle the procedure better.   
 
We were also blessed to share in the joy of her baptismal celebra-
tion.  On December 23rd, Eden Elizabeth was not only baptized but 
also confirmed (with the Blessed Mother as her patron) and given 
anointing of the sick.  We are grateful for your prayers for her and 
ask you to please continue them.  We also ask you to keep her 
beautiful mother, Amanda (Mandy), in your prayers.  Mandy is 
preparing to join the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil. 

Eden Elizabeth 
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+AUSTIN RAY BAKKE by Anonymous 

+GERTRUDE BENSON, EDWIDGE RIOPELLE, VERLA                
STEWART by Roger & Patricia Rivard 

+MARY T. BERG by Irene Duray 

+MONARD BERG, OSCAR DAMMEN, MILDRED TOGSTAD 
by Rose Mary Wold 

+VINCENT JOSEPH BEZDICEK by Vince & Karen Bezdicek 

+JAN BJORG, LOWELL HUNT by Kurt & Jennifer Kelley 

+PATRICIA BOEHM by Joe & Colleen Ressler 

+BABY BRIGGS by Miriam Skilbred 

+VITAL & FLORENCE BROUILLARD, EDDIE & LOIS OSOSKI 
by Don & Pat Brouillard 

+MARCENE BURTT by John & Alice Sevigny 

+DICK CROAKER by Dan & Delores Burianek 

+FRANCES CRUMMY by Family 

+WILMA CRUMMY by Rose Przbylski, Roger & Patricia 
Rivard 

+AGNES DAVIS by Lee & Linda Lessard, John & Alice 
Sevigny 

+GERELD “BUS” DIDIER by Raphael & Lela Grim 

+JA NAE EGGERT by Deacon Harry & LaRene Didier 

+GEORGIA FELTMAN by Rose Przbylski, John & Alice 
Sevigny 

+MILDRED FRAZER by Laurence & Jean Charbonneau 

+DR. & MRS. FREDERICKSON, MR. & MRS. ALBERT 
GOURDE by Kevin & Phylis Frederickson 

+GARY GARDNER by Kenneth & Carol Gardner 

+BRYAN GRABANSKI by David & Karen Kamrowski,              
Shannon & Dena O’Connor 

+BRIDGET ANN (MCGURRAN) HAYES by Mike & Rae Ann 
McGurran 

+JANET HELBING by Scott & April Eide 

+LEONA HEMMESCH by John & Clarice Vik 

+ANNA GRACE HOFMANN by Brian & Elly Rau 

+ERICA JO & NIKKI JOHNSON by Ramona Johnson 

+CLARENCE KAMEN by Josh & Renee Sanden 

+BEATRICE KARNIK by Scott Karnik, Todd Burianek 

+ANNA KAZMIERCZAK, LOIS MILLER, MARY VOTAVA by 
John & Alice Sevigny 

+MELISSA KERLIN by Donald & Rosina Kerlin 

+STEPHANIE KREHLIK by Richard & Theresa Gehl 

+DAVE LEDBURY by Mary Osowski, Don & Susan Barclay,        
Rod & Joan Schanilec 

+ANGELA JANE LYNNE by Lisa & Kevin Koch 

+RAE ANN MCGURRAN by Mike McGurran, Mona Feist, 
Terry & Mary Ann McKenna, Olive Swen, Ruthetta 
Volden 

+LYLE MONDRY, RAYMOND RUDNIK, JOHNNY RUDNIK, 
MARTIN ALTENDORF by Mary Mondry 

+DEAD & LIVING RELATIVES OF WALLACE & MARY ANN 
(FINKE) NELSON by Mary Ann Nelson 

+HILARY OSOWSKI by Darryl & Vonda Collette, Lee &               
Linda Lessard 

+BRAYDON RAY by Lee & Linda Lessard 

+GENE RODERMACHER by Anonymous 

+KATHERINE ROHRICH by Brenda K. Rohrich 

+SANNY RYAN, MOTHER OF HAMID SHIRVANI by       
Grant & Jackie Shaft 

+MARJORIE HOLMES, ADA LOU SAMDAHL, JOANN 
SLOMINSKI by Rod & Joan Schanilec 

+4 BABY SANDY’S LOST TO MISCARRIAGE by Jerry &             
Joanne Sandy 

+RAYMOND SCHULTZ by Lee & Linda Lessard, Rose 
Przybylski, John & Alice Sevigny 

+BENJAMIN, JULIA, LUKE SCHUSTER by Matt & Jody     
Gerszewski, Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski, Tony & 
Vicky Gudajtes, James & Eleri Kerian, Nick & Lynn 
Lane, Little Flowers Group, David & Karen Kamrowski, 
Lee & Linda Lessard, Robert & Dorothy Plutowski, 
PNA Youth Dancers, Brian & Kelly Schanilec, Rod & 
Joan Schanilec, Roger & Sandy Schuster, John & Alice 
Sevigny, St. Stanislaus Altar Society  

+CYRIL STOLTMAN by Waldo & Shelle Hoeyt 

+JANE THUNE, ROLAND M. KNUTILLA, CARL W. PIPPIN, 
MARY ANN SCHINDLER by Norris & Arlene Thune 

+EILEEN URNEST by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski 

+NATALIE WAVRA by Ray & Joyce Stocker, Ron & Kathy 
Wavra, Brian & Kelly Wavra 

You and your                            You and your                            You and your                            

intentions will be                       intentions will be                       intentions will be                       

remembered in theremembered in theremembered in the   

Holy Sacrifice                              Holy Sacrifice                              Holy Sacrifice                              

of the Massof the Massof the Mass   

offered each                             offered each                             offered each                             

First Saturday First Saturday First Saturday    

of the month. of the month. of the month.    
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Deceased members of Koch & Grim Families by 
Raphael & Lela Grim 

For a safe pregnancy & delivery of baby by Kevin & 
Lisa Koch 

Abortion chamber to close in Fargo by Chuck & Kay 
Morehead 

By Brian Beaton 
For family by Lucille Krump 
By Grant & Jackie Shaft 
For the Shaft family by Grant & Jackie Shaft 
Robert Wocken family by Rober & Marilyn Wocken 
For our family by John & Carolyn Mueller 
Carmen & Tom Rentzios, Karen & Will Gapp, Cal & 

Kathy Meyer, Eileen & Tom Hegg by Gene & 
Coralee Meyer 

Monsignor Goering, Father Musgrave, Father Alex 
King, father Charles Fischer, Father Hughes by 
Norm & Joan Rheault 

Helen Baumgartner, Marlene Schartzbauer, Father 
Carlie Heidt, Rosemary Eyeman (Johnson), Esther 
Helvig by Larry & Margy Froelich  

Conrad Hapka by Rose Przybylski 
By Lynn Lane 

Family by Don & Jeanie Dukart 
Birth of first grandson by Michael & Sue Bono 
Pauline & George Economen’s work at First Choice 

Clinic by Raphael & Lela Grim 
Our children & grandchildren by Bob & Donna                 

Harvey 
Dr. Laura Archuleta by Lisa & Kevin Koch 
Healthy grandchild, Charlie Lydia Bollinger by Angie 

Marsh 
Baby’s saved by Chuck & Kay Morehead 
Hamid Shirvani by Grant & Jackie Shaft 
Birth of Emmanuel J. Maas by Tim & Cindy Speltz 
Grandchildren: Kathleen, Emily, John Paul, Cairan by 

Jarlath & Diane Oley 
For my friends by Darryl & Vonda Collette 
By Terri Kelly Barta 
Our children, Beth & William by Don & Pat Brouillard 

Valerian Kuzia’s 95th birthday, Father Bob Stone, 
Deacon Courtney Abel by Mike & Lillian Kuznia 

Kyle’s teachers; Vickie Wohlfeil, Nicole Holtz by Mark 
& Rachel Jahner 

Patty Bina’s retirement from nursing by Kurt &        
Jennifer Kelley 

Lea Waltz by Ken & Vickie Sims 
Elwood & Dorothy Schumacher by Bryant & Rebekka 

Devries 
John Paul Gergen by Michael & Julie Marek 
Mike & Cecelia Grembowski by John & Alice Robin 
Anne Dukart by Don & Jeanie Dukart 
Delores Hackenberg by Patrick & Karen Hackenberg 
Sara Czapiewski’s religious education teachers,     

Robbyne Sands & Father John Kleinschmidt by 
Lee & Sheila Czapiewski 

My parents, Aelred & Doreen Dettler’s 60th wedding 
anniversary by Mary Beth & James Sexton  

Marriage of David & Jody Campbell by Todd Burianek 
Birth & Baptism of Caroline Marie Loo by Joe & Debby 

Karas 
Children Hannah & Emelia’s birthday’s by Kevin & Lisa 

Koch 
Sue Bono’s birthday by Willis & Suz Samson 
Confirmation of Isabella Sogard by Grant & Jackie 

Shaft 
Matthew & Laura Devick’s 10th anniversary by John & 

Jan Klocke 
Birth of grandson Jude Xavier Fethers by Jane Fethers 
Valerian S. Kuznia Sr. 95th birthday by Valerian &    

Charlene Kuznia 
Richard & Carol Gerszewski’s 50th wedding                       

anniversary by Phillip & Angie Gapp 
Our 25th wedding anniversary by Chuck & Sharon 

Vanyo 

In celebration of the birth of Drayden 

James, son of Robin, who was born on 

February 9th. Robin was a resident at 

Saint Gianna’s, but moved home with her 

family in January. Drayden James is healthy 

and we are grateful for your prayers. 
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