
This past June, those who attend daily Mass or read the 
daily Mass readings were again brought through the 
beautiful Book of Tobit and were able to ponder 
again the many lessons the ‘characters’     
of this book teach us. Always and in 
deeper ways the scriptures teach   
us profound lessons. The book    
of Tobit, though short, offers      
a compelling story; there is in-
trigue, basic family situations, 
struggles and difficulties,  
love and relationships, and it 
demonstrate beautifully how 
God takes care of those 
who love Him. Indeed, this 
book is a short but intri-
guing part of Sacred Scrip-
ture; one that could easily 
be read in one sitting.  It is 
full of wisdom and inspira-
tion.    
  
We are introduced to Tobit 
and his son Tobias, as well   
as their wives, throughout the 
14 chapters. Tobit is a good and   
holy man who, like Job, loses     
his property and even his eye-
sight. However, God does not abandon 
Tobit, and instead sends Raphael to assist 
his son on a journey. It is Raphael who restores sight 
to Tobit and hears the prayers of Tobit with his new 
bride Sarah, who had lost 7 husbands on the night she 
was wed to them. We see how the Lord’s tender care  
is with this family every step of the way and how God 
works out all the little details for those who love Him. It 
is Saint Gabriel whom the Lord sends to be with Tobias 
and bring healing. Only in Heaven will we see all the 
time that God has sent angels, or our guardian angel    
to assist us and how our lives are ordered in His loving 
Providence.   
  
Before Raphael reveals his identity as an angel sent    
by God, he encourages Tobit and Tobias in the good:    
“Praise God and give thanks to Him; exalt Him and give 
thanks to Him in the presence of all the living for what 

He has done for you. It is good to praise God and to 
exalt His name, worthily declaring the works of God, 

and with fitting honor to acknowledge Him. Do 
good, and evil will not overtake you. Prayer 

is good when accompanied by fasting, 
almsgiving, and righteousness. A 

little with righteousness is better 
than much with wrongdoing. It    

is better to give alms than to 
treasure up gold. 'For alms-
giving delivers from death, 
and it will purge away every 
sin.  Those who perform 
deeds of charity and of 
righteousness will have   
fullness of life; but those 
who commit sin are the 
enemies of their own 
lives’” (Tob. 12:6-10). 
 
Tobit and Tobias watch 
Raphael ascend until they 

can no longer see him and 
then they “kept thanking God 

and singing His praises; and 
they continued to acknowledge 

these marvelous deeds which he 
had    done when the angel of God 

appeared to them.” (Tob.12:22) 
 

 These last words of Rachael, a messenger from 
Heaven should be taken seriously by all of us. The     
emphasis on almsgiving is especially striking in refer-
ence to those who so generously, and many sacrificial-
ly, give to Saint Gianna’s to help the poor that we 
serve. Over the years there are so many who have    
consistently tithed to us, and also who have fervently 
prayed for us. We see here daily how God takes care 
of us through those who follow His word and gener-
ously give prayers and alms for our work here with 
mothers and their little ones. How this has sustained 
us! Each night we pray for those of you who support   
us so very faithfully, for your intentions and your 
needs. But as Raphael teaches God will reward your 
generosity and kindness more than we would ever be 
able to repay you.    
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There will be an hour of Eucharistic Adoration with special prayers and devotions      

to our powerful Patroness, Saint Gianna. Come and pray for your intentions.            

We especially encourage those who struggle to conceive to join us in these prayers.                                        

An opportunity to venerate her relics and be blessed will also be available.  
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Saint Gianna's has had a number of board members over the years. These members are very faithful, strong and prayerful people (currently all wom-
en), who guide and support our apostolate through their wisdom and constant prayers.  Over the next year or two, we will share a short reflection of 
each of the board members and what being a part of the mission of Saint Gianna's means to them. This edition features Eleri Kerian, who along with 
her husband, James, are dear friends and a beautiful example of marriage and family life. 
 
“I met my husband, James, at Gonzaga University. We married after graduation and moved to his hometown of Grafton, ND, after our 

wedding. We have been given six beautiful children on earth and two perfect souls that await us in eternity. I have been blessed to 

focus on my primary vocation as a homeschooling mother for the past 15 years. I started volunteering at St. Gianna’s in 2008 when I 

was pregnant with my second child and eventually joined the board. Pro-life work has always been important to our family mission, 

and we are grateful to have a dedicated pro-life home for our most vulnerable citizens.  

Recently, I attended Mass at St. Gianna’s with the staff and residents before I was able to help for a few hours. The altar in our beauti-

ful Visitation Chapel depicts the Last Supper. After Mass, one of Saint Gianna’s youngest residents very confidently walked up to the 

altar and lovingly kissed Jesus and all the apostles. There was absolutely zero hesitation in this innocent act of devotion. In my heart I 

was reminded how deeply God loves each one of us, yet how easy it is to miss His Love in today’s culture. We sometimes cannot see 

that God loves us because of our own sin, our experiences of personal trauma and rejection, or even just the material hardships of day

-to-day living. Many of the women who come to live at Saint Gianna’s might arrive feeling very separated from the unconditional love 

of God, unable to approach Jesus like a child. Life at Saint Gianna’s is an opportunity to experience God’s love in a safe haven, 

where all lives are precious and celebrated.  

If you are receiving this newsletter, you know that the fight for the sanctity of life is even more important now than ever. There is no 

greater truth for which we can stand. Those who work at and support St. Gianna’s with their time, talent, and treasure show up every 

day to say women deserve better than abortion. St. Gianna’s Maternity Home must always be open for our state’s most vulnerable 

women and preborn children. It is a gift to play just a small role in continuing to serve one mother, one baby, and one family at a 

time.” ~Eleri Kerian 
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To the left are pictured three                    

University of Mary Students who  

each helped us for a period of time 

this summer. Pictured from left                    

to right, are Jacinta Kreiner,                         

Kaylin Gudajtes (this was her                   

fourth summer with us),                              

and Molly Koralewski. The               

picture to the right is Maria Loh                                 

who generously helped us                

for the month of August.   

This summer God provided for the work of Saint 

Gianna's through the hands and feet and hearts of 

many generous summer helpers. Pictured here 

is Maggie Garnett, who was with us 6 weeks a 

student at the University of Notre Dame, and 

plans to join the Sisters of Life when she finishes 

her senior year there.  We were really blessed by 

each one of these faithful and talented women 

who joined us during their summer break. 

“Serving as a housemother   

at  the Gianna Home was 

such a blessing, providing   

me with a new family with 

whom to pray, live—and play 

plenty of games of Uno.         

I have been given a new     

and deep appreciation for    

the Gospel of Life and the 

love which the Lord desires 

to meet each of the mothers 

and children we serve!” 
~Maggie 
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From the Board of Directors of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home 

July 3, 2021 marked 20 years since our Director Mary Pat Jahner moved to Warsaw, ND, to begin the 
work of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home. After an extensive two and a half year renovation of the for-
mer Saint Anthony’s Convent and School, we opened our doors to serve mothers and their children. 
The board and staff have always been firmly committed to maintaining and updating the Gianna Home 
as necessary. Because of the great generosity of our supporters, we have done this for all who enter 
our Home – pregnant women and their children; those who come to pray for the intercession of Saint 
Gianna; post-abortive mothers; single mothers who struggle; and friends who share in our passion for 
this ministry. Many people have been served by our Home, and God has done incredible things in the 
hearts and lives of many individuals—one mother, one baby, one family at a time. 

It is exceedingly important that we continue to look forward to the future. It is very difficult to find staff who want to live here and commit a 
period of their lives to the service of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home. Warsaw is a small village in a very rural area. We have some space in the 
Home for employees to live. However, the spaces are small and do not provide sufficient privacy. In looking to the future and constructing a 
succession plan for the work of the Home, we have brainstormed several possible scenarios in order to further the mission of the Home when 
Mary Pat and others are no longer on staff. At this time, Mary Pat’s intention is to serve the Home for 20 more years, God willing. However, we 
strongly feel that we must continue to assess and plan for future needs. 

We are pleased to announce that we are currently planning to build a house that will adequately accommodate staffing needs both now but es-
pecially in the future. We have done due diligence, have held special meetings, and have taken time to prayerfully consider many possibilities. 
The house that we are planning to build on the grounds of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home would adequately accommodate different future sce-
narios for the staff of the Home. These are the three possible scenarios: 

1. a family that would include the director (wife) and a maintenance person (husband)  

2. four individual housemothers 

3. a group of religious sisters 

Also, it could accommodate board and staff meetings plus provide additional office space outside of the present Home. 

Initially, Mary Pat and her family would occupy this house. This would enable our current assistant director to live in the small apartment above 
the garage (where Mary Pat currently lives) and provide the housemothers with more living space inside Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home itself. 

Living in the new house would be part of the compensation package for each staff person/s who live there. Because of the low interest rates at 
present, we plan to take out a loan for the building of this property. 

As with any ministry, apostolate, or business, it is as good as the people who work there – those who respond wholeheartedly to the        
mission and work of God here in our Home. We want to best prepare for the future of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home, and a significant part 
of sustaining our mission is providing adequate and appropriate living accommodations for our staff. Realistically, it is extremely difficult to 
attract good, qualified, and necessary employees to Warsaw, ND, and this succession plan would be an important key to growing our ministry 
as we look forward to the future. 

In 2013, the Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home Endowment Fund was established at the Community Foundation as a sustainable, forever gift to the       
organization. This past year, the endowment, currently at $478,000, provided $12,300 in funding for operating expenses, including safe shelter, food, 
clothing, education, and counseling for mothers in crisis pregnancies. 
 

Every year, the endowment provides vital support to Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home, ensuring that the Home can continue to provide for the physical, 
emotional, and spiritual needs of our region’s families long into the future. 
 

To further support Saint Gianna’s mission and impact in our region, a generous donor has offered to match all gifts to the endowment, up to $25,000, 
through the end of 2021. As you plan your giving this year, please consider how you can double your impact and make an ongoing difference in lives of 
mothers and their children with a forever gift to the Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home Endowment Fund. 
 

Available Tax Savings Adding to this endowment is an act of great generosity and vision for generations to come; however, it may also come with    
significant tax savings. Through the North Dakota Charitable Income Tax Credit, endowment gifts greater than $5,000 to Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home 
Endowment Fund may qualify for a 40% ND income tax credit. This is on top of  the savings you can receive on your federal return by itemizing your 
qualifying charitable donations. By taking advantage of   these opportunities, you can significantly lower the net cost of your contribution and triple its 
impact. To learn more, please   visit www.gofoundation.org/tax-credit. Cash gifts of all sizes can be made online at www.gofoundation.org/st-giannas or 
by a check made payable to Community Foundation with Saint Gianna’s Fund in the memo line and mailed to:   

Community Foundation, 620 DeMers Avenue, Grand Forks, ND 58201  

 

If you’d prefer to make a gift of securities from your brokerage or IRA account, please contact Becca Baumbach at bbaumbach@gofoundation.org or 
(701) 746-0668 to discuss the benefits and process of doing so. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the mission of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home and your consideration of a forever gift to the endowment. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gofoundation.org%2Ftax-credit&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1f9c62c2fecb490149b008d976c9171c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637671428314302235%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLC
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gofoundation.org%2Fst-giannas&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1f9c62c2fecb490149b008d976c9171c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637671428314312231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLC
mailto:bbaumbach@gofoundation.org
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+DAVID SMITH by Ron & Linda Beare 
+THERESA SOLARSKI by the Family, Jerry & Marilyn Kuznia, Rick & 

Cathy Weisser 
+PAUL SPOONLAND by Kenny & Evelyn Kilichowski, Sheila Trontvet 
+STAN A. STANCYK by Marci Franson 
+ALYCE STENDAHL by Craig & Dawn Jarolimek 
+UNBORN BABIES by Tom Williams 
+GARY VOLLRATH by Deacon Tom & Mary Geffre 
+CLARENCE WALSKI by Johanna Walski 
+LEA WALTZ by Ken & Vickie Sims 
+DAWN WOSICK by Sheila Slominski 
+JANE ZIDON by Todd Burianek, Deacon Tom & Mary Geffre, Pauline 

Osowski, Francis & Susan Peterka, Brad & Nadine Schanilec, 
Shirley Suda 

 
 
 
Father John Aerts, Father Paul Kuhn by Deacon Tom & Mary Geffre 
Monsignor Bill Bonczewski’s retirement by Brian Beaton 
Father Bernard Pfau’s birthday by Deacon Tom & Mary Geffre 
Father Fred Harvey’s 21st anniversary of priestly ordination by Bob & 

Donna Harvey 
Marriage of Ryan & Bobbi Hanson by Kenny & Evelyn Kilichowski 
Joan Schanilec by Jim & Loretta Olson 
Father Pfau’s birthday by Donnie & Jackie Readel 
Ernestine Ebertowski by Tim & Carrie Shea 
Chuck & Kay Morehead by John & Jan Klocke 
Bishop Folda and all Priests of Fargo Diocese, Dan & Shari Sims,       

Jesse & Julie Cabinaw by John & Jan Klocke 
Brian & James Reidy by Sharon Reidy 
Bernadette’s health by Paul & Joyce Bede 
Robert Geske by Ruth Geske 
Mary Ann McKenna by Michael McKenna 
My 10 grandchildren by Cheryl Neshem 
Lori Anderson by Stacey Hanson 
Saint Gianna’s Feast Day by Anna Morfeld 
Maggie Garnett by Nicole Garnett 
Jean Eppler by Maria Gietzen 
Brother Nicholas’ Novitiate by Paul & Colleen Samson 
 
 
 
50th wedding anniversary of Tim & Sally Bosh, wedding of Cameron & 

Jeannie Korynta by Kurt & Jennifer Kelley 
Caitlin & Connor Holter’s marriage by Candonn & Cheryl Granger 
Granddaughter, Katie Riely becoming an RN by Bob & Donna Harvey 
Harv & Barb Bren’s 70th wedding anniversary by Angie Marsh 
Margaret Rafferty’s 75th birthday by Randy & Lori Zimprich 
Eleri Kerian’s birthday by Jarlath & Diane Oley 
Arlie & Ray Gonsior 90th birthdays by Ron & Kathy Wavra 
Ralph Tucker’s 87th birthday by his children 
Pam Clemens birthday by Heather Tressa 
Michael & Nicole Berg’s 25th wedding anniversary by Loyal & Shirley 

Larson 
Mike & Nicky Berg’s 25th wedding anniversary by Randy Debbie Olson 
Angie Schanilec’s birthday by Paul & Colleen Samson 

Intentions are from April 27th through August 23rd. 

+CAROL ALFORD by Jerome Alford 
+ELMER ALTENDORF, GARY GOWAN by Jennifer Gerszewski 
+JOAN ANDERSON by Delores Burianek, Francis & Susan Peterka 
+DONALD ASSELIN, LARRY FRISLIE by Paul & Pauline Savageau 
+JEFF BAUER, CHUCK EAST by Robert & Adair Reinpold 
+RUDY BRASETH, ROBERTA GOLDSTEIN, MAX VOSS by Michelle M. 

Jirik 
+EDWIN BRAUN, LEO P. GREGOIRE, SR. by Leo & Mary Gregoire 
+JEFF & CHARLOTTE BURCHILL, MARCELL FLICEK by Wayne & Carol 

Denault 
+ETHAN CARSEN, LENORE DAHLIN by Kurt & Jennifer Kelley 
+PAT COLLINS by Pat & Rita Lauer 
+JANE COMEAU by Terry & Mary Ann McKenna 
+ROSINA DEIS by Brenda K. Rohrich 
+JOANN DEMARS by Wayne & Denise Restad 
+ELEANOR EHNI by Steve & Annette Hoornaert 
+JERRY FAGERSTROM, LOUIS KADLEC, JESSICA MARTY, MICHAEL 

WAECHTER, DEBORAH ZIKMUND by Kevin & Julie Zikmund 
+MARY FETSCH by Ronald & Carol Clark 
+JONATHAN JAY FRELICH, KAREN ELIZABETH NICK by Marge Helten 
+JANIE GOLDADE, BEATA HAVELKA, GARY JILIK, ALBERT WOLF by 

Angie Marsh 
+MARY LOU GOURDE by Pauline Osowski 
+MICHAEL GREMBOWSKI by Leland & Penny Anderson, Merlyn & 

Dolores Grabanski, Richard & Cyndie Perkerewicz, Dorothy        
Plutowski, Henry Rudnik, Sheila Slominski, Mike & Michelle Such 

+JAMES & KATHRYN GUDAJTES by Leland & Penny Anderson, Todd 
Burianek, Hans & Tara Halvorson, Brian & Jill Petersen, Jon & 
Laura Raymond, Tim & Jacqi Zikmund 

+KATHRYN GUDAJTES by Jan Altendorf, Chad & Nicole Anvinson, Dean 
& Joanne Bjorneby, Choice Bank, Lee & Sheila Czapiewski, Vern & 
Joan Dondondeau, Betty Feltman, Roger & Yvonne Feltman, Megan 
Fuglseth, Matt & Jody Gerszewski, Richard & Carol Gerszewski, 
Justin & Julie Hinschberger, Albin & Pam Jallo, Bob & Brandi Jack-
son, Kurt & Jennifer Kelley, dahFrancis & Paula Kilichowski, Rick & 
Elaine Kilichowski, Michael & Jill Lamoine, Nick & Lynn Lane, Mary 
Mondry, Wayne & Deanna Osowski, Dorothy Plutowski, Michael & 
Joan Rose, Henry Rudnik, Rod & Joan Schanilec, Scott Schuster, 
Sheila Slominski, Beth Walters, George & Georgian Wysocki, 
Therese Wysocki, Lorraine Zikmund 

+VIOLET HALFMANN by James & Ione Kuznia 
+CONRAD HAPKA SR., ROSE PRZYBYLSKI by Mary Johnson 
+VICKI HILLS by Hans & Tara Halvorson 
+DANIEL HOFFARTH by Leland & Penny Anderson 
+BEV HOGAN, JIM RIDLEY by Deacon Michael & Coralie Fix 
+JUDY KAMROWSKI by Dorothy Plutowski, Johanna Walski 
+JOSEPH KELLER by Mike & Shawn Hagstrom 
+FLAVIA KIRCHNER by Frank & Margaret Marvin 
+LOIS KOSMATKA by Fred Wosick 
+FOUR DECEASED CHILDREN & GRANDCHILDREN by Ron & Patty 

Landman 
+HAROLD LEE, KENNETH SENN by Joan Rheault 
+KAREN MARIE MONSON by Darlene Kerzman 
+DON NARLOCK by Denelle & family, Bob & Shelly Conely, Gary & 

Stephanie Goroski, Pete & Virlynn Hanson, Jerry & Marilyn Kuznia, 
David & Kristie Lansing, Ron & Jean Leverington, Harvey & Karla 
McMillin, David & Patricia Mueller, Bob & Phyllis Nowacki, Mark & 
Kristi Pederson, Robert & Adaire Reinpold, Wayne & Shawn      
Spidahl, Mike & Judy Weiland,  

+ESTHER NARLOCK by George & Georgian Wysocki 
+RUSS NEWMAN by Billie Jo Newman 
+PAUL & RANDY NISTLER by Don & Marie Nistler 
+MARGO SAUER by Willie Sauer 
+BEVERLY SCHIEFELBEIN by Francis & Susan Peterka 
+PATRICIA SCHWAN by Wallace & Colleen Dalman, Judith Gingrey, 

Gayle Gorseth, Larry & Cathy Richardson, Kevin & Mary Schneibel, 
Ken & Tammy Votava, Lyn Weiber 

+WALTER SEEBA SR., WALTER SEEBA JR. by Deacon Paul & Anne 
Schneider 

+GREG SLOMINSKI by Michael & Joan Rose 

Brian Beaton 
Candonn & Cheryl Granger 
Roger & Mary Sayler 
Tom Williams 
Marion Amberg 

Lysandra Silva 
Mariah Haider 
Derek Nelson 
Robert & Adaire Reinpold 

You and your intentions will be remembered in the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass offered each First Saturday of the Month. 



It is with great joy that we announce the birth of Theodore Fulton.                      

He was born on July 8th, 2021. Theodore was lovingly placed                                   

for adoption by his mother, Carla. She is shown here placing                                 

him in the arms of his adoptive parents and big sister. 

*Photo by Amy Dallum Photography 


