Serving the Body of Christ as a Pro-Life Home of Formation for Pregnant Women and their Children  Christmas- 2011

“A well-lived Advent is the safest
guarantee of a grace-filled Christmas, but even Mary and Joseph
didn’t live it as a silent retreat.
God demanded not only holiness,
but practical preparations from
them as well: traveling, hustling
for accommodations, and eventually hosting surprise guests.”
These words are from an essay
written in 1972 by Cardinal
Joseph Ratzinger who is now
Pope Benedict XVI.
“They carried Christ into the
world in the midst of the bustle
of a census, after all. Commercialism may contradict the simplicity
of a baby in a cave in Bethlehem.
. . . Yet underneath it all, does it
not originate in the notion of giving and thus the inner urgency of love, with its
compulsion to share, to give of oneself to the other?”
“This brings us,” the Cardinal concludes, “right to the
heart of the ‘true meaning of Christmas’: God on this
holy night, desired to make Himself into a gift to mankind. . . The one genuine Christmas gift to mankind, to
history, to each one of us, is none other than Jesus
Christ Himself.”

kindness to us in the gift of these
children, and in the lives of their
mothers. God in His great wisdom,
has done this work through the
hands and feet and prayers and
generosity of so many people.
In many ways the work of the Saint
Gianna’s Home is the work of
Advent and Christmas repeated
many times throughout the year
with the joy and excitement of
each newborn baby. Our work
continues as we bring each one of
them and their mothers into a
relationship with the tiny Babe
who changed the world forever.
It is His power and His love that
changes their lives.
The spirit of Christmas, the spirit
of love and of sharing, has indeed blessed this pro-life
apostolate and in turn blessed many babies and their
families. For each of you who has contributed financially
or spiritually to this ministry, please know of our
gratitude to you and our prayers for you. May the newborn Infant Jesus richly bless each of you and your
families for your generosity and kindness to Saint
Gianna’s Home.

As Christmas draws near again we see this reality lived
out at Saint Gianna’s in so many different ways. The gift
With heartfelt gratitude, we extend our prayers to our
of the season resonates in those who support us and are
faithful supporters and wish you a most blessed
a part of this beautiful work of God. We look back in
Advent Season and a very Merry Christmas!
amazement and in gratitude at what God has done this
We pray for each of you and your intentions at the Holy
past year and these past seven years since we opened
our doors. This fall, the 63rd baby was born and lovingly Sacrifice of the Mass offered each first Saturday of the month.
placed for adoption, and she is pictured on the back
cover of this newsletter. Glory to God for His great
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Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home was once again blessed by the great generosity of State
Bank and Trust from Fargo and surrounding areas. This year Jolynn Kaldor, Patty
Bohnenstingl, Jesse Dvorak, Vicki Gipple, Natalie Noland, Eileen Teberg and Bernice Kram
used their Christmas gifts to bless the Saint Gianna Home. State Bank and Trust has a
wonderful Pay it Forward Program as part of their Christmas Party each year. This program
was begun by Mike and Char Solberg along with CEO Dick Solberg. Full time employees are
given 1000.00 to pay it forward and part time employees are given 500.00 to pay it forward
and help others. Indeed this program has truly blessed Saint Gianna’s over the years (this is
the fourth year that Saint Gianna’s has been among the recipients of State Bank’s great
kindness and generosity). This year State Bank employees presented us with a $5750.00
check to build a much needed storage addition to the garage.
Bernice Kram who has shared her gift with Saint Gianna’s since the beginning of this
program, also included her sister Connie Balsdon this year. Connie is a Princess House
representative and the two of them nominated our home for the “Cooking Toward a Better
Future” campaign in which Saint Gianna’s was one of 50 non-profit organizations to receive
a beautiful Princess Heritage Stainless Steel Cookware set. Beyond this great gift, Connie
herself donated additional cookware and beautiful bakeware for the mothers at Saint
Gianna’s Home.
We are so grateful, to State Bank, its employees, Connie Balsdon, Princess House and all
who have been a part of the work of Saint Gianna’s over the years through their prayers and
sacrifices and their generosity. Thank you!

Housemothers
Dena Maciborski
Jessica Wasko
Rebecca Hartman
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In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God.
All things came into being through Him,
and apart from Him nothing came into
being that has come into being. In Him
was Life, and the Life was the Light of
men. The Light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not comprehend it.
~John 1:1-5
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

I asked the Molla family in Italy if they had any Christmas traditions or memories that they would like to share in our
newsletter. Gianna Emanuela sent back this lovely article written by her father, Pietro, in the Jubilee Year 2000 and then
printed in a Catholic Italian newspaper on Christmas Eve. His words are below. Gianna also sent the photo of her mother,
Saint Gianna, holding her firstborn, Pierluigi, Christmas of 1957. Her expression, I think, offers great consolation to parents
everywhere as they work out all the little details of Christmas to make this holy Season so special for their little ones.

It was Christmas 1962. Gianna had died on 28th April that very
year. It was morning and I was going to Magenta to see my
in-laws, the Beretta family. Laura was only three-and-a-half.
She said to me “Daddy, it’s Christmas. Mum is coming back!”
Mariolina was also with us. And she replied to Laura while I
was struggling hard not to burst into tears. But I was not
surprised at what Laura was longing for. It was all but natural
that she could not think of a Christmas day without her mum.
Because her mum had always been perfectly able to animate
and prepare everything for all our previous Christmas days
spent together.
Gianna, as a Mother, thought Christmas was the very day of
the family, or better, of families. That’s the reason why she was
happy to have a lot of relatives around her in our house. For
her Christmas was also the time to thank God for giving her
children. It was the time when she renewed her joy to be a
mother.
As all mothers she particularly enjoyed preparing everything
for Christmas herself, the crib, the Christmas tree, the decorations. She loved taking part with all her relatives and
with me in the Holy Mass at midnight in the small Church in Ponte Nuovo or in the Church at the Social Centre
in Magenta. The next day, after kissing Jesus Christ and after unwrapping all the gifts, we used to take our children to the Holy Mass that Uncle don Giuseppe celebrated in the Chapel at Canossian Sisters at the Nursery
School in Ponte Nuovo. Gianna was a good mother and a good cook: she personally laid the table and prepared
the lunch in a wonderful way.
The most moving moment of the day was when Christmas poems were recited. I still see, in front of me, our
children who, while standing on a chair, moved their hands or expressed their joy and surprise at Jesus and their
love for Mum and Dad or promised to be good and to behave themselves.
Above all I still see and hear sweet Mariolina* who, in the beautiful poem of her last Christmas, promised to be a
good child.
I spent seven wonderful Christmas days with Gianna. I still have in front of my eyes her full perfect joy as a
mother in 1956 with Pierluigi, our first son; in 1957 with Mariolina, and in 1959 with Laura. Gianna dreamt of an
eighth Christmas day - in 1962 - with our fourth baby.
God wanted Gianna to smile at the new cot* from Heaven.
*Pietro and Saint Gianna’s second child, daughter Mariolina, died two years after Saint Gianna died.
*Cot is a British word for a baby crib
Christmas ~ 2011
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Christmas is for Children – we have heard the song and the saying
many times, and as we witness the excitement and joy of little
ones during this most precious time of year, we must all admit
that it is true. Yet what is it about a child that makes them so
easily excited and open to this time and to all the beautiful mysteries that it
unfolds before us?
In fact, that we are all called to appreciate these mysteries and these days as
children do. We are not to lose the sense of wonder and awe that God did
become a little baby, and that He was born in Bethlehem, unrecognized by
many in the world but visited by the wisest of men and the lowly shepherds.
His coming was heralded by angelic hosts. Our Savior was born that Holy night
in an act of profound love and humility. There were few who heard His
tender cry or jumped for joy at the news of His lowly birth. This joy was reserved for a few – those who were simple
and whose hearts were pure. And even today, as we near this Holy Day we are called to this same simplicity, this
same love, and this same humility. With these virtues we are called to holiness in order to see our Lord and to
recognize Him in the Manger, to recognize Him in the Holy Eucharist, and to recognize Him in the poorest of the
poor.
The Church in her great generosity gives us many examples of holiness and calls each of us to enter into that
life that brings us to recognize the Christ Child and to long for His Heavenly Kingdom. A very beautiful example is
Blessed Chiara “Luce” Badano, who died just before her 19th birthday and was beatified on September 25th of
2010, only 20 years after her death. Twenty-five thousand people attended her beatification. Blessed Chiara was
born in Sassello, Italy, to the great joy of her parents, Rugero Badano, a truck driver, and his wife Maria Teresa
Caviglia, who had prayed and hoped and waited eleven years to conceive their only child.
Chiara’s parents write in her biography: “Amidst our great joy, we understood immediately that she was not
only our daughter but also the daughter of God.” The story of Blessed Chiara’s life describes a life lived in complete
abandonment to the Will of God. She lived by the motto, “If You want it, Jesus, so do I.” Just because she lived this
way does not mean that her life was full of sadness or feeling that she never got what she wanted. No, Chiara was
filled with happiness all the time, and it was her total joy, even when she suffered, that
continued on next page
makes her short young life so memorable. Chiara showed from a very early age a deep

As it is in your own families, so it is in the Saint Gianna family,
we have great joy through the happiness and growth of our residents and our former residents.
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love for God. She was happy, kind and very active. She was also very
popular and had many friends. She loved tennis as well as swimming, hiking, dancing, and singing. Early on she wanted to become a flight attendant, but at the age of 16 she felt called to pursue the consecrated life
through the Focolare Ecclesial Movement that her family was involved in.
Soon afterwards, at the age of 17, she was diagnosed with osteogenic sarcoma, incurable bone cancer. Being stricken with terminal cancer seemed
only to increase Blessed Chiara’s love and joy. After one very pain-filled
night she said, “I suffered a lot, but my soul was singing.” One of her doctors wrote: “Through her smile, and through
her eyes full of light, she showed us that death doesn’t exist; only life exists.” Cardinal Saldarini also heard of Chiara
as she lay suffering in the hospital and went to visit her. He commented to her: “The light in your eyes is splendid.
Where does it come from?” She replied simply, “I try to love Jesus as much as I can.”
As her death neared, Chiara made detailed plans with her mother about the flowers, the music, the readings, and
how she should be dressed. She requested to be buried in a wedding gown, since this would be her wedding feast.
She died on October 7th, 1990, with her parents at her side. Her final words were, “Ciao. Be happy, because I am.”
Her funeral was attended by more than 2000 people.
Pope Benedict spoke of her as a demonstration of how love gives true happiness and that all people can find in
her an example of Christian coherence. Although Chiara was beatified by Archbishop Angelo Amato (Prefect of the
Congregation for the Cause of Saints), Pope Benedict XVI later met her parents who wanted to thank the Holy Father
for the beatification of their daughter. Instead, it was the Holy Father who thanked them. The parents remarked that
they were “surprised that two poor people like ourselves were chosen to participate in the contagious Christian
experience of our only daughter.” They recalled the years they waited expectantly for a baby, and how their beautiful
Chiara had suffered during her illness and how she had accepted her death. They said, “now we are more than ever
with her in the joy for her beatification.”
May this beautiful example of the joy of young Blessed Chiara call us all to greater simplicity, love and holiness
during this most Holy Season! May our hearts be pure so that we may see God as she did.

Christmas ~ 2011
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Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home extends a grand thank you to all who
supported our calendar raffle to raise funds to help keep our residents warm
this winter! Over $5,000 was awarded during daily drawings (except Sundays)
from October 1 through November 1. Patty Durand from Argyle, MN gets a
special thank you and $500 for selling the most tickets for Saint Gianna’s.
Oct. 1 - $250 - Tom & Beth DiPerna, Ft. Lauderdale, FL

Oct. 18 - $100 - Marcellene Zola, Oslo, MN
Oct. 19 - $100 - Cheryle Gagner, Bismarck, ND
Oct. 20 - $100 - Bev Robertson, Argyle, MN
Oct. 21 - $100 - Don Storbakken, Grand Forks, ND
Oct. 22 - $500 - Maxine Bushaw, Manvel, ND

(Saint Therese of the Little Flower)

Oct. 3 - $100 - Karen Kamrowski, Fargo, ND
Oct. 4 - $500 - Helen Adducci, Watertown, SD
(Saint Gianna’s birthday)

Oct. 5 - $100 - KC Council #2205, Wahpeton, ND
Oct. 6 - $100 - Linda Frelich, Crary, ND
Oct. 7 - $250 - Monica Hollcraft, Crookston, MN

(7th Anniversary of First Baby born at Saint Gianna’s)

Oct. 24 - $100 - Chuck & Caroline Keller, New Ulm, MN
Oct. 25 - $100 - Gayle Stoltman, Argyle, MN
Oct. 26 - $100 - Mary Ellen Larson, Fordville, ND
Oct. 27 - $100 - Msgr. Wendlyn Vetter, Grand Forks, ND
Oct. 28 - $250 - Becky Kraljic, Bismarck, ND

(Feast of the Holy Rosary)

Oct. 8 - $100 - Desiree Wilson, Fargo, ND
Oct. 10 - $100 - Arlene Mondry, Ardoch, ND
Oct. 11 - $100 - Diane Schmitz, Park River ND
Oct. 12 - $100 - Terri Kelly Barta, Rugby, ND
Oct. 13 - $100 - Patrick & Jennifer Kraft, Minot, ND
Oct. 14 - $100 - Dorothy Schumacher, Drayton, ND
Oct. 15 - $100 - Chester Brandt, Hebron, ND
Oct. 17 - $100 - Destin Coles, Grand Forks, ND

(Saints Simon and Jude)

Oct. 29 - $100 - Erin Ovsak, Breckenridge, MN
Oct. 31 - $100 - Lee Gudajtes, Minto, ND
Nov. 1 - $1000 - Lela Grim, Valley City, ND
(All Saints Day)

Robbyne Sands, our faithful board member, along with her
husband Jared, welcomed their sixth child this past November.

is the precious little sister of
Jaryne, Bella, Lucia, Jaxon and Clare.
Congratulations to the Sands
Family and thank you for your
beautiful witness of family life!
Jared, Clare, Lucia holding Claudia Jo, Robbyne holding Jaxon, Jaryne & Bella.

YES! I want to help SAINT GIANNA’S MATERNITY HOME further its mission
as a pro-life home of formation for pregnant women in need. Please send me my Limited
Edition Christmas 2011 Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home Ornament.
 I am enclosing a one-time donation of $100 or more.
 I pledge (and include today) a monthly contribution of:
 $10  $25  $50  $100  $250  $500  other ______________
Name _________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for your generous, tax-deductible contribution!
You and your intentions will be remembered in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered each first Saturday
of the month. Mail to: Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home, 15605 Co Rd 15, Minto, ND 58261
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We’d like to offer you this LIMITED Edition Christmas 2011
Ornament, a GIFT, as our way of saying thank you for your
monthly pledge of $10 or more, or a single gift of $100 by
the end of 2011. This white bulb ornament features a fullcolor image of Blessed John Paul
II. If you have already committed
to pledging monthly to support
our mission, please resubmit
your intention on the reply card
and we will ship your ornament
to you. Only a limited number
of ornaments have been
created, so please respond
today to receive yours!
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

+RAY ALKOFER by Veronica Johansen, Ernie & Jane Slominski
+GARY BARCLAY by Todd Burianek, John & Dawn Miller, Jeff & Lorrie
Narloch
+JOHN BARTUSKA, GERRY BISHOP, ERNEST BYZEWSKI, EDWIN
PLUTOWSKI, MARY LYNN RONDEAU, BETTY STEINBRUECK
by Irene Schanilec
+DONALD & MARGARET BEATON, PAT BEATON by Brian Beaton
+KAREN BERG by John & Dawn Miller, Irene Schanilec
+AGNES BOLEK by Todd Burianek, John & Alice Sevigny
+FRANK BOYER, DONNA HEDAHL by Rod & Joan Schanilec
+VIOLA BRODERICK by Brenda K. Rohrich
+JAMES BUCHANAN by Bernard & Kitty Bachman
+GEORGIA BURIANEK by Dan & Delores Burianek, Jim & LaVerne
Costello, Kenny & Evelyn Kilichowski, Rod & Joan Schanilec,
Sheila Slominski
+RONALD COTE, DALE OLSON by Deacon Harry & LaRene Didier
+DONALD DERBY by Phil & Laurie Kraemer
+HALWARD DIPPLE by Dennis & Jennifer Dipple, Dan & Delores
Burianek, Dale & Judy Plutowski
+LEONARD DVORAK by Gwyndale & Marge Bayne, John & Dawn Miller
+MORRIS EVENS, EDWIN PLUTOWSKI by Brad & Amy Burianek
+ELLIS FREEMAN, WILLARD JACOBS by Norm & Joan Rheault
+FRED GEHRINGER, DALE GOETTLE, LEE KIRKILIE, PEARL LEAVITT,
KENNY SAVELKOUL by Betty Steinberger
+JOANNE HEDLIN, MARIA ASUNCION SANTOS-JUGO by
Grant & Jackie Shaft
+SUSIE (DUSEK) HUEY by Todd Burianek, John & Dawn Miller
+FRANK JAHNER by Fred & Pat Jahner, Berdette & Donna Howe
+ARYCA JOHNSON by Steven & Melissa Kuhlman
+JEFF KADLEC by Joe & Lorraine Zikmund
+ANNIE KINGSBURY by Paul & Barbara Driscoll
+MILDRED KINZLER by David & Becky Elbert
+JOE & HELEN KREMER by Kevin & Ronda Throener
+DICK LOVESTRAND by George & Sharon Maertens
+EUNICE MCDANIELS, KENNETH WORREL by Alan & Ruby Gramlow
+BRIDGET MCGURRAN, HARRY TETRAULT by Mike & Rae Ann
McGurran
+EDWARD MOONEY, MILDRED OST by Norris & Arlene Thune
+GENEVIEVE & PATRICIA MOOTZ by Simon & Patricia Schwan
+LEO NIESS by Anton & Deanna Bartsch, Ed & Betty Schall
+VERENA OPATZ by Gary & Marie Opatz
+AGNES OSOWSKI by Irene Mozinski, Mary Osowski
+DONNA ROBERTS by Nadine Blesener, CDA St. Elizabeth Crt #170,
Donald & Sylvia Dufner, Eunice Farstad, Richard & Theresa Gehl,
Ronald & Donna Hensen, William & Clara Klein, Keith & Paulette
Martin, Stephen Mays, Robert & Victoria MIddendorf, Corey &
Wendy Paryzek, Michael & Linda Roberts, Eunice Rostvedt, Jon &
Joan Tonneson
+DON SCHIELE by Sharon Fritz
+JUSTIN R. SELLERS by Joe & Colleen Ressler
+FRANK SCHILLER by Phyllis Schiller
+BARBARA SCHROEDER by Lee & Linda Lessard
+HILSON STEWART by Laurence & Jean Charbonneau
+DONNA “KAY” STOLTMAN by Lee & Linda Lessard, Sylvester &
LaVonne Narlock, Dale & Judy Plutowski, Clarence & Johanna
Walski
+ROBERT VONRUDEN by Cheri Berland, Steve & Gayle Bye, Jim &
LaVerne Costello
+NATALIE WAVRA by Kent & Holly Wavra, David & Bev Gravdahl,
Tim & Jim Mack, Kurt & Deeann Parker, Jonathan & Nichole
Vonesh
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And the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid,
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which
shall be to all the people; for today in the town of David a
Savior has been born to you, who is Christ the Lord.”
Luke 2:10-11

Father Peter Hughe’s 50th anniversary of priesthood by Sharon Fritz
Gregg & Heidi Matejka’s 25th wedding anniversary by Sharon Fritz
Mary Ann McKenna’s birthday by Delores Hackenberg
Clara Budisch 90th birthday by Veronica Johansen
Our 25th wedding anniversary by Chris & Julie Kaspari
Birth of Mercy Marie Kann by Mike & Lillian Kuznia
Our granddaughters by George & Sharon Maertens
Delores Hackenberg’s birthday by Mary Ann McKenna
John & Susan Gudajtes’ 40th wedding anniversary by Tony & Kim Miller
Birth of granddaughter Lucy Elizabeth Motteberg by Mary Mondry
Godchildren’s birthdays; Mandy Rook, Tarek Schanilec, Julie Samson,
Emily Steinrueck by Rod & Joan Schanilec
Thomas Robert Speltz’ 50th birthday by Cindy Speltz
Steve Klocke’s birthday by John & Jan Klocke
Birth and Baptism of Mackenzie Alexis Thiessen by Don & Mary Kay
Schott
Birth of daughter, Maria Josephine by John & Jenna Kennelly
Birth of Gianna Elizabeth Fonder by Bill & Diane Hartman
Jacob Rodenbiker’s 31st birthday by Molly Wald

Grandson, Dane Conkins, USMC, Engineer of the Year by Betty Conkins
Sophie Kowicki by Claire Meagher
Godchildren; Philomena Anne Muhs, Lexie Ann Lange, Felix Joseph Johnson, Dominic Dmitri Russell by Jason & Teresa Fewell
For Pastor’s Appreciation month: Bishop Samuel J. Aquila, Fr. John Fischer
Kizito, Fr. Gary Luiten, Fr. Joseph Christensen &
Candidates Dennis & Mike by Alan & Ruby Gramlow
Joseph, Katie & Peter Kearns, Flannery & Miles Shelfer, & Jackie Hurly’s
birthday by Jane Fethers
Our children; William & Elizabeth Brouillard by Don & Pat Brouillard
Sylvester & LaVonne Narlock by Brian & Diane Rokke

By Steven & Melissa Kuhlman
By Brian Beaton
By Brent & Genevieve Hamre
By Mike & Lillian Kuznia
For Friends & family to return to the church by Chuck & Kay Morehead
For two Sandy babies by Jerry & Joanne Sandy
By Joe & Melinda Fridrich
For Tom Montgomery by Grant & Jackie Shaft
For all veterans, living & dead by Brian Beaton
For closing of Fargo’s abortion mill by Chuck & Kay Morehead

For the gift of adoration by Jason, Teresa, Mary Catherine & Oliver Fewell
For our grandchildren by Alan & Ruby Gramlow
For a wonderful family by Aelred & Doreen Dettler
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“Whoever welcomes a little child like this
in My name, welcomes Me.”
~Matthew 18:5

whose birthmother lovingly placed her
in the arms of a beautiful adoptive family,
was born on the Feast of the Holy
Archangels, this past fall. Little Rose’s
mother wrote that; “She has added to and
renewed so much love in our home.”
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