We come to the start of another Church Year and the
beautiful Seasons of Advent and Christmas. I would
assume we (at Saint Gianna’s) are not alone when we
wonder where the time has gone and how fast
the year went! This is only the 2nd newsletter we put out this year because the
time got away from us, so it is a bit
longer than usual. There is so
much good news to share, and
it comes with deep gratitude
and wishes from all of us
at Saint Gianna’s that your
hearts are filled with joy
and with peace this Holy
Season!
There is always much to
ponder as we again kneel
before the Christ Child and
contemplate the events and
people involved in that very
first Christmas Night. We
think of the Blessed Mother
and Saint Joseph, who both
quietly contemplate what God has
done. We see the coldness of the
innkeeper, the faith of the Shepherds,
and the Wisdom of the Wisemen. For
those who did respond in Faith and who did
acknowledge that, despite their natural reason, this truly
was the Son of God – those privileged few who saw this
Tiny Babe Who changed the world and Who came so
we would have Life and Life to the Full (Jn 10:10).
We all know that no matter what gifts were presented
to the Christ Child and to His parents, that God is never
outdone in generosity, and those who responded in Faith
received more than they ever imagined.
We too are given this chance again – to lay our hearts
before Him, to give Him our hopes and our dreams, our
gratitude, our love and our very lives. In turn He responds
with many gifts, but the Gifts of Peace and of Joy are two
that are freely given and so needed in our lives and in the

world. If you stop and ponder your favorite Christmas
Carols, many mention peace and/or joy; these are so
much a part of the season. A joyful person seems to
have that joy beaming out from within
them, and a peaceful person is steady
and content. These gifts are demonstrated in the lives of people who
possess them, even when life
is hard and God seems far
away, even when they are
put to the test, even when
their plans are changed
or fail. They are not
dependent upon life
being perfect or
things going the way
they had hoped and
planned, weather the
circumstances and
situations are good
or bad, peace and joy
are unshaken.
It often seems like children
possess these gifts in higher
degrees than some adults. They
are unshaken by the evening news
and not worried about what tomorrow
brings. Instead, they live in the moment
and trust that those whom the Lord has entrusted
their care will provide for them and take good care of them.
They bounce back easily from hurts and setbacks; they are
heroically forgiving and are eager and without fear in starting each new day. These are certainly thoughts for us to
ponder and to pray for.
We know we can trust our future (be it unknown) to
our God (Who is known) and Who is all-loving and allknowing. Our Savior came as a Child, and also told us
that, “Unless we become like a little Child, we cannot
enter the kingdom of Heaven.” During these Holy

Seasons, let us ask our Lord to increase in us His
great gifts of Peace and of Joy! Merry Christmas!
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In October we had the joy of witnessing one of our young mothers
receive the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, and her
First Holy Communion). JayAnn came to Saint Gianna's in July and
shortly after was blessed to attend the baptism of the daughter of our
newest board member. This baptism impressed JayAnn and inspired
her to ask for this great blessing for herself (and their little one). She
had been studying and learning about the Catholic Faith and we all
traveled to JayAnn's home parish so that her family could be a part
of this special day.
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~Saint Maximilian Kolbe
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Even though I am usually the one who writes the articles for the newsletters, this particular
article is very hard to write, although I feel like I’ve been writing it in my head and in my
heart for a couple years now, as God has been unraveling a plan I never imagined.
It is hard to put into words all that fills my heart; there is so much to say, so much
gratitude, and so much joy. I want to do my best to share with you, my extended Saint
Gianna family, the unexpected joy I have received.
When I graduated from high school, and even more so from college, I had some pretty
definite plans and ideas about what my future would hold. Many of my thoughts of my
ideal path to happiness included many things that have never become a reality. In a
million years I would never have imagined myself moving to a tiny village (Warsaw, ND),
single and helping to start and run a maternity home, and on top of that, with these
circumstances, that I would be truly happy and truly content -I would have thought this to be impossible! However, this is true: nothing I imagined
or prayed or worked for, and yet, all that I could hope for. I will certainly say that I am beyond grateful that God did not answer all of my prayers, but that He instead led me down unexpected paths, meeting many friends and situations and circumstances, allowing both success
and struggles, and many unexpected situations that have shaped who I am today. I am grateful that God has a plan and in His merciful love
gives us much more than we could ever hope for or imagine.
I have been asked at various times in my life if I was happy, and I can honestly say - despite some very stressful days - I am so happy, so content,
and so fulfilled in what the Lord has given me! I have been able to be a part of something bigger than myself; I have been able to serve struggling
women and children, and have been, in many ways, a mother to many in this way. I have met amazing people and friends and learned so
much about the human heart and about the goodness and generosity of so many people. I believe that Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home
brings out the absolute best of those who are involved in anyway – from the beautiful staff, to the incredible board of directors, to our
faithful benefactors, our spiritual supporters, clergy, and the mothers and little ones who have called this Home their home. I have
embraced and walked with people in some of their most difficult times, and I have witnessed
firsthand how the fear and trials of this life can still be accompanied with joy when people
feel the love of God and of others. I have seen such loneliness and grief, and I have also
seen many hidden miracles - I have seen firsthand the working of God inside of people’s
hearts. I have seen rare smiles and many tears, and I have seen those tears turn into joy
and strength and grace.
In all truth, upon first moving to Warsaw, I did not think I would always be here; it was a bit
small (very small) and a lot overwhelming. However, it was a beautiful cause, and I was
most inspired through the heroic example of our patroness, Saint Gianna. I was young and
idealistic and, in many ways, blinded to what my real calling truly was. I thought I’d help for
a few years, and then a religious community (of sisters) would come and take over and then
I’d figure out what I’d do for the rest of my life. Well, we did get that religious community,
but it came in the form of men – the Franciscans of Mary Immaculate (right now Father
Joseph Christensen and Brother Francis Reineke). We have had our prayers answered
beautifully with these men giving our mothers a holy example of fatherhood and
brotherly love. But their presence still left much for me and our housemothers to do here
with the mothers and their precious little ones. The answer to our prayers helped me to stay
and not to leave. I have seen so much good, and at this point in my life I can honestly say I
would hope to be here for as many more years as they will have me and as God will give
me. This is indeed beautiful work!

Continued on next page...
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This poem or prayer was found in the pocket of an unknown confederate soldier, and though it
would not be an exact description of my life, it is very fitting:

I asked God for strength that I might achieve
I was made weak, that I might learn humbly to obey.
I asked for health, that I might do great things
I was given infirmity, that I might do better things.
I asked for riches, that I might be happy
I was given poverty, that I might be wise.
I asked for power, that I might have the praise of men
I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of God.
I asked for all things that I might enjoy life
I was given life, that I might enjoy all things.
I got nothing I asked for - but everything I hoped for
Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were
answered.
I am among all men, most richly blessed!
My life seemed very complete and very happy, and this is why it is hard to fathom the unexpected goodness and generosity of God when a sweet, chubby, little baby girl entered the
world on July 21st, 2016. She weighed 8lbs, 13.9 ounces and from the very beginning was pure joy.
She not only stole my heart but pretty much the heart of all who knew her with her dark hair and
sweet dimple. Soon after she arrived home from the hospital, we were able to spend a few days at a
lake (thanks to a generous benefactor...which also may be why she loves water so much). I was the
one blessed by the timing of this time away, since I was not in the office, this freed me and gave me
a lot of time to hold this little cherub and also to give her her first bath and many snuggles. As I often
do, when I am able to hold these little ones, I wonder what the Lord has in store for their life and pray
that it is a beautiful future. Little did I know that her future would be intertwined with my future
so deeply.
When Aubrey was three months old, situations developed that required her mother to leave for
another state, and little Aubrey was in the custody of the court. Hannah (Aubrey’s birthmother) left
on a Thursday, and we asked if Aubrey could stay, expecting that maybe she would be able to stay
until Monday, and in that time, we could just give her a little more love and care. Well, as it turns out,
Aubrey never left! Thanks be to God! She has been here at Saint Gianna’s and with me for over 3
years and been a part of not only my life, but also the lives of all who live and work here (and some
special friends too). We were the ones blessed to see her first steps, to hear her first words and her
growing charming personality. I remember her baptism like it was yesterday. She was a little over a
year old, and her mother had asked Father Joseph and I to be godparents. She was so joyful and so
excited. She wanted to play in the water! Indeed, her life is pure joy! She has a tremendous imagination, and she loves people and animals and the outdoors. When she goes to bed at night, she
often asks if tomorrow is going to be a big day. She can’t wait for the next activity or event; she truly
loves life.
Adoption was never something I pursued or ever even thought of for myself. But the longer the time
Aubrey was with me and the more the bond of love grew, it became obvious, not only to me but to
others as well: friends and family and even people I barely knew asked if I had ever thought of adopting her. I do believe security is fundamental for children, and to take her from all she has ever known
would be hard on her sensitive little heart and harmful to her psyche. I know I am no longer in my
20’s or 30’s; in fact, you could say, I am well into the afternoon of my life. And I know that I am
not married, which in most circumstances, I believe and know is best to be married. I work with
struggling single mothers daily and know that it is not an easy task. I have thought and worried and
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prayed about all of these things. This is not something I entered into lightly. But on October 30th
of this year, I received probably the greatest gift I’ve ever received as I officially became the
mother of this precious little girl. When love takes over, one never knows what God will have in
mind, and I am so grateful to become her mother and officially adopt her. I am so very happy and
excited to embrace most fully being a mother to Aubrey Rose Joy Jahner. I added the name Joy to
her name because she is such a great source of joy to all she meets. She is beautiful and loving; she
loves to help; and she loves life. Like her adoptive mother, she is a very fussy eater and is stubborn
as can be. She is confident but sensitive; she is playful and loves to sing and dance. Her big brown
eyes sparkle with joy. Indeed, she is a treasure! She joins my family, and so now has grandparents,
many aunts and uncles, and 13 first cousins; she also continues her relationship with the Saint
Gianna Family whom she has always known and truly loves. When I have tried to talk to her with
her 3-year-old mind about adopting her, she said, “No! I want to stay here forever!” (because she
comprehended that adoption would mean she would have to leave). However, now, indeed, she will
stay here forever!
I thank God for His tremendous goodness to me, and I am also thankful to Hannah, Aubrey’s
birthmother, for entrusting this little treasure to me. I will always be grateful and cherish this gift; this
life that has blessed mine so very much! I would be remiss if I did not also thank my family, the Saint
Gianna Family (including the Franciscans of Mary Immaculate) as well as the Nick and Lynn Lane
family who have all been such a part of her beautiful life and have helped shape her into the amazing
little girl she is today. Please pray for me that I may be worthy of this great grace and respond
generously all the days of my life.

The Magnificat
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior
for he has looked with favor on his lowly
servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm,
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel
for he remembered his promise of mercy,
the promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children forever.
~Luke 1:46-55
Christmas - 2019
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Crissy (Carissa Weibye) first
came to us as a 15 year old
pregnant girl when Becca
Barclay was a housemother
here. She was with us a few
years, and we have been
blessed to keep in touch this
whole time and to see her grow
into an amazing woman and
mother and a part time housemother here. How blessed we
are this year to use Crissy,
and her beautiful family as our
Giving Hearts Family which
clearly demonstrates Saint
Gianna's mission of one mother,
one baby, one family at a time.
This article is extra special because that young housemother,
Becca, who is now married and
lives in Grand Forks, wrote this
article about her for us.
Crissy pictured above with husband Jerry. In front row their children; Desiree, Addison, Elaina & Sawyer.

During the Advent and Christmas seasons we are told many stories of our Christian faith from the First
Sunday of Advent when we are encouraged to join the house of Jacob to come and walk in the light of the
Lord to Christmas when we are reminded that Joseph “went up from Galilee to…Bethlehem, because he
was of the house and family of David.” Stories of families journeying together fill our hearts and minds and
are part of our Catholic heritage.
It’s easy to think that these families of faith had it easier than we do because of how we, years later, can
see God revealing Himself to them. We, too, are called to walk in the light of the Lord and remember whose
house we belong to as we journey in our daily lives towards a deeper relationship and understanding of
God, who is always revealing Himself to us. As Christians, our stories join theirs in the great heritage of faith.
Those who are involved with Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home have the unique position of witnessing countless stories of faith unfolding.
The story of former resident and current employee, Crissy Weibye, is a beautiful story that helps us see how
God continues to work through families over time. Crissy moved to Saint Gianna’s at the age of 15 when she
was pregnant with her baby girl, Gracie.
“It wasn’t the plan to get pregnant at 15,” Crissy says. “It also wasn’t part of the game plan to place my baby
for adoption, but looking back, I can see how it took a lot of little things to get to the big picture. The little
things build up and they can build up your faith, even if you have questions or doubts.”
Crissy’s simple reflection on her past sounds much like the stories of faith we here from Scripture again and
again: God doesn’t call the perfect or the prepared. Those who are called by God and have been held up as
examples of faith are often unsure of His path and have doubts or questions.
“As I learned about the different types of adoption and thought more about my life and family support
growing up without a dad, I started thinking more about the kind of life I wanted my baby to have,” Crissy
says. “After talking it through, I looked through profile books, and I knew [the adoptive parents] for Gracie
right away – right when I saw their book for the first time.”
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After Crissy placed Gracie for adoption,
she remained at the Gianna Home for the
remainder of her high school years. Now,
after many years have passed, she recognizes how the stable environment provided
by the Home helped with her healing and
growth. She became an A-student, finished
high school, had a stable social environment, and eventually joined the Catholic
Church.
Though her path hasn’t been straight and
perfect, Crissy sees “all the little things
working [her] toward Heaven.” As Crissy
learned to walk in the light of the Lord she
wasn’t abandoned but was rather blessed.
Not only does she remain in contact with her
family, but she also gained countless family
through the Gianna Home from the adoptive
parents of Gracie, whom she remains in
contact with, to Mary Pat and the staff of
the Home, to those she met through joining
the Church, and finally to her husband and
children now.
Sometimes, it isn’t easy to see God working
in the path we are on. It can make us wonder why we continue to share our time,
talent, or treasure with others. But the stories we are told over and over from our
history of faith and those that encourage us
and inspire us are those like Crissy’s: stories
where we choose to remain in the light
of the Lord, allowing our faith to deepen
despite doubts and allowing God to connect
our lives with others.
The mission of Saint Gianna’s Maternity
Home is to help “one mother, one baby,
one family” at a time, and it is one that we
need desperately in the world today. It also
invites us to become families of faith together, not in the future when we are ‘better’ or
‘ready’, but right now, where we are and as
we are.
This Christmas season as we listen, again,
to the story of Christ’s birth and family, let us
remember that this is our story, too. This is
our family heritage, and together, what we
do now for each other, is part of that story.
~Rebecca Crooks
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We would like to thank Sustad Photography for their beautiful work.

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home has again been chosen (by sponsors
Dakota Medical Foundation, Impact Foundation & Alex Stern Family
Foundation) and is very excited to participate in Giving Hearts Day
2020, a 24-hour online fundraising event that will be held on Thursday,
February 13th, 2020. This is our biggest fundraiser of the year and helps
many mothers and their little ones.
Contributions of $10 or more will be matched by DMF and other generous donors. To support Saint Gianna’s and have your donation matched
you can:
1. Go to the website: www.givingheartsday.org on Thursday,
February 13th, 2020.
2. Checks can be written out and sent to Saint Gianna’s Maternity
Home, (dated for February 13th, with GHD in the memo) will
also be accepted as long as they are received by or on that day.
3. Checks can be taken to Saint Gianna’s in Warsaw on that day, if
you are in the Fargo area they can be taken to Dakota Medical
Foundation on our behalf.
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It is truly a joy to welcome Marissa Kazmierczak to
our board of directors!
The Kazmierczak family has been a part of the work of
Saint Gianna's long before we opened, with the family
helping extensively during our renovation. They have
been a great help to the Saint Gianna's in many ways
and especially through their inspiring example of faith
and family and their strong commitment to the pro-life
movement.
We would consider the entire family part of our Saint
Gianna Family. We got to know Marissa a couple of years
ago as she was engaged to Jonathon, and then we were
blessed to be able to attend their wedding, and this past
summer, the baptism of Savannah. She is a wonderful
gift to our Home and our work. She is a nurse and a
joyful young mother - a true blessing to our Home.

Shown to the left is the family of Rilie
and Ashley Morgan as they came to
pray and visit the Shrine of Saint
Gianna and our chapel. Ashley
worked as a housemother here for
almost 2 years and then married
Rilie: they have 4 little ones. It was
great to have them visit!
Even though the Saint Gianna Shrine
is in our Maternity Home, we welcome people to come and pray, especially those seeking to conceive or
those struggling with difficult pregnancies. We are happy to pray for
your intentions and allow you to venerate the relics.

Father Joseph Christensen, FMI, explaining the relics to
the little ones before giving the family a blessing.
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Please email or call to set up an
available time. Email to:
saintgiannahome@hotmail.com or
call 701-248-3077. There will be
Open Shrine Times scheduled again
this spring.

“St. Gianna: Her Life of Joy
and Heroic Sacrifice”
This new book was released in
October by Pauline Books and
Media, as it was newly translated into English. Of all the biographies about her Saint Mom,
Gianna Emanuela likes this the
best as it was written by someone very close to her family.

“I heartily hope that this book,
along with doing good to many
souls, can help to make my
most beloved and Saint Mom
still more fully and better
known in the United States of
America.” ~Gianna Emanuela
Molla
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Remembering Bryan: The Grabanski Family has been one of the greatest gifts to
the work of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home. When I first moved to Warsaw, I was
introduced to Bryan Grabanski by Colleen Samson. Bryan (the son of Merlyn and
Dolores) was very instrumental in the establishment of the Home. He, along with
Darrin and Dina Muggli, headed up our Saturday renovations, using the “Habitat
for Humanity” format and recruiting a group of professionals (who also volunteered) and volunteers (including three teenagers who are now priests of the
Diocese of Fargo) to help each Saturday. They began with morning Mass and
worked hard, taking only a short lunch break until evening came.
Under their leadership we witnessed nothing short of a miracle happen as a worn
building - with graffiti and birds flying in it, tar paper on some floors, and down to
the lath on many other walls - be transformed into the beautiful Home it is today.
Bryan always said that if there is even one baby born here, one baby saved
from abortion, then all this work and tremendous effort was worthwhile. We
know the story that Bryan’s words were prophetic for him; he did meet just this
first baby, but then died tragically shortly after. We still regard this as a huge loss –
Bryan was such a gift, a tremendous example of a virtuous man. He was kind
and gentle, faith-filled and hardworking. He was generous and humble. We firmly
believe he is still a part of our Home and our work with women and their little ones
as he intercedes for us from eternity.
Bryan is the one who introduced me to his parents, Merlyn and Dolores, who
continue to be a big part of Saint Gianna’s. During the initial renovation, Merlyn
came each Saturday with Bryan. Merlyn worked on many projects, and his
gift was tiling. He tiled many floors from the entry ways, to the bathrooms, and
even the sanctuary of our beautiful chapel. He worked hard with Bryan on many
details, and since they lived nearby when something was needed during the week,
they were generous and made themselves available even though they were often
very busy farming. Together they made many sacrifices to make this home
a reality.
Then, there is sweet, gracious Dolores, whose smile lights up any room and
who is always willing to help in any way she is able. Initially, Dolores worked each
Saturday of the renovation by organizing a kitchen crew in the Saint Stanislaus Church basement and preparing a delicious
and hearty meal for those who were working hard across the street. In fact, I am sure her cooking and her crew with their
beautiful smiles and spirit were probably a big incentive to get the workers here each week. I don’t think there is anyone
who meets her who doesn’t leave better. She truly shows peace and joy in her heart, even though she indeed has
worked hard and struggled much, especially in the loss of her dear son, Bryan.
Dolores joined our Board to replace Bryan a couple of years after his death. However, I don’t think Bryan is replaced; I know
he is a part of us, and Dolores has brought her own gifts and wisdom and experience to our Board and to the staff and
the mothers we serve. I am most grateful for her friendship and inspiration in my own life.
This is who Merlyn and Dolores are: A tremendous example of a couple who have worked hard and have loved life,
who have endured many joys and sorrows and trials, and yet stand out to us as an example of tremendous faithfulness - faithfulness to God, and to the Church, to the dignity of all human life, faithfulness to their family and children
(not only Bryan but also Tom (and Mari), Karen (and David) Kamrowski and Linda (and Lee) Lessard, faithfulness
now to their grandchildren and even great grandchildren, and above all, faithfulness to each other and their marriage vows! They are an example all married couples can and should work to emulate. We are grateful for their witness
and involvement here at Saint Gianna’s.

May God bless them with many more happy, healthy, and holy years!
Christmas - 2019
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We've often used a caption in our newsletter "Married Christmas!", as it is very rare that a year would go by that one
of our beautiful housemothers doesn't get married! This year, this summer, was pretty amazing as we had four
housemothers marry! We had weddings in May, June, July, and August.
Wishing Jessica & Thomas, Corinne & Carter, Laura & Patrick and Adriana & Timothy a most blessed Christmas and
many more to come as well as the blessing of children in Christmas's to come. As this goes to print, we do know that
at least Laura and Patrick will welcome a new blessing before Christmas next year. Below are the words
(prayer) that Pietro wrote to Gianna their first December as a married couple.

“May the Lord and our Heavenly Mother bless our love and render it fruitful! Hasten the day when Gianna, happier
than she has ever been before, can share with me and our loved ones the holy news that a new life stirs within her!
After this Christmas, may the Christmases to come see our children praying before Baby Jesus! O Lord,
O Heavenly Mother, give us the grace and joy of bringing our children to your altar and consecrating them to you!”

Adriana & Timothy’s family wedding picture that includes the Gianna Home family also.
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+MARY JEAN ALTENDORF, ORELL SEVIGNY
by Hiladore & Pauline Osowski
+NANCY ANDREWS, IDA MAE EVENSON,
NETTIE PAUL, ROGER THOMPSON by
Terry & Mary Ann McKenna
+MAC BEIREIS by Megan E. Bolda
+BEN BINA by Rod & Joan Schanilec
+FATHER DON BRAUKMANN by Evelyn
Berglund, Juliann Kamrowski, James & Ione
Kuznia, Thomas & Judith Osowski, Faye
Wermerskirchen
+TOM BRAUNBERGER, MARY DEERE, KAREN
GRABINGER, BOB HEINLE, JANICE
KINNEY, JOHN KOLAR, TED REITER by
Deacon Tom & Mary Geffre
+SHARON BREDEMEIER by Deacon Tom &
Mary Geffre, Mike & Elizabeth McGurran
+BERTHA BREN, LEONARD R. DVORAK, CAL
GUSTAFSON, EUGENE HONDL, JOSEPH M.
MUELLER, GLADYS ZIMMERMAN by Angie
Marsh
+TERESA IRENE CLEVELAND by Kelly & Keila
Baker
+K. COSSETTE, CAITLIN POSCH, LAEL
RHEAULT by Norm & Joan Rheault
+RANDY DUSEK by Dan & Delores Burianek,
Todd Burianek
+ADELAIDE DVORAK by Mike & Cecilia
Grembowski, Lee & Linda Lessard, Roger &
Sandy Schuster
+BABY EAST by Leslie East
+MARY ERMER, DANIEL SCHONS by Paul &
Pauline Schons
+FRANCIS FISCHER by Todd Burianek
+JUNE FRENCH by Lee & Linda Lessard,
Hiladore & Pauline Osowski
+RONALD FRENCH by Merlyn & Dolores
Grabanski
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+FRANK & ANTONETTE FILKOWSKI, KEN &
MARIAN WOSEPKA by Larry & Linda
Filkowski
+GARY GERSZEWSKI, JUDY DAVELL
KAMROWSKI, DONALD SOLEM by Dennis &
Felicia Gerszewski
+MARGARET GERSZEWSKI by Candonn &
Cheryl Granger
+BRYAN GRABANSKI by Merlyn & Dolores
Grabanski, David & Karen Kamrowski
+NORA HAMNESS by HP Operations, LLC
+RALPH HEITKAMP by Al & Connie Brandt
+MARGARET HILLIS, LAWRENCE WERVEN
by Curt & Mary Ellen Kirking
+AILEEN HOGAN, DEACON CARL ORTHMAN
III by Deacon Tom & Mary Geffre
+DENNIS HOGAN by Shirley Hogan, Mike &
Elizabeth McGurran, Mr. & Mrs. William
Schoen
+PHIL HUCK by Dorothy Huck
+GRANDPA PHIL HUCK by Pat & Karen
Schreiner
+MARTHA JOYCE by Daniel & Amy Schmitz
+HAROLD & AGNES KAMROWSKI, ROBERT
KAMROWSKI, TIM HANSEN by David &
Karen Kamrowski
+KATERI by Brian Beaton
+DECEASED KIEDROWSKI FAMILY MEMBERS,
STEVE & LEE RISKE, LUCILLE VOTAVA,
MARGIE WEBER by Yvonne Steen
+RAELENE KILICHOWSKI by Kenny & Evelyn
Kilichowski
+GINGER KJELLAND, JOHN KOLAR by Wayne
& Carol Denault
+MARGARET KRAEMER by Phil & Laurie
Kraemer, Brian & Rhonda Kvidt
+LAUREL MONDRY KRUSE by Kenny & Evelyn
Kilichowski
+ELEANOR KUZNIA by Deacon Michael &
Coralie Fix
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

+COLLEEN LABERGE by Dan & Delores
Burianek
+DR. JOHN LALONDE by Delores Hackenberg,
Mike & Elizabeth McGurran, Terry & Mary
Ann McKenna
+MILDRED LEDDIGE by Jeff & Rita Mootz
+JEAN LEIGHTON by Todd Burianek, Rob &
Nicole Gellner
+CINDY LIEN by Jennifer A. Carlson, Wayne &
Rebecca Coulthart, Wally Desautel, Valerie &
Loren Gullickson, Daniel & Mary Hurtt, Sam &
Kristi Midgarden, David & Kierstin Hurtt, Vicki
Lien, Gene Lonski, George & Faye Moen,
Paul & Colleen Samson, Ryan & Angela
Solseng
+KAREN BERARD, HECTOR BEAUCHAMP,
RON CZAPLEWSKI, PEARL A. LOEFFLER
by Laurence & Jean Charbonneau
+LUKE LUTOVSKY by Shirley Suda
+VERN MAYER by Brenda K. Rohrich
+DALE MCCARTY by Russell & Muriel Bowes
+ROXANNE MELBERG by Jim & Judy Hettwer
+KEVIN MICKELSON by Paul & Pauline
Savageau
+IDELLA MOISSE by Eugene & Theresa
Marcotte
+IRENE MOZINSKI by Roger & Yvonne
Feltman, Johanna Walski
+RICHARD MUELLER, LOUIS SADOWSKY by
Fred & Pat Jahner
+ERIKA “RIKKA” NELSON by Robert &
Jennifer Proulx
+JEAN NOWAK by Keith & Gina Mykleseth
+THOMAS PATRICK O’CONNOR by Rob &
Tasha Altringer, Dolly Annis, Pierre & Susie
Carpenter, Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski, Janis
Kaiser, Terri & Rod Kalis, Kevin & Melissa
Kennelly, Bob & Pam Kuster, Pat & Rita
Lauer, Bob & Joan Thompson, Bridget
Votava, Beth Walters
+LOUIS ORLEANS, IDA MAE OVERMOE by
Ron & Dorothy Koester
+OUR MOTHERS by Clarence & Connie Mack
+JOHN PIATT by Grant & Jackie Shaft
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+MARLAN POKRYWINSKI by Candonn & Cheryl
Granger, Brian & Rhonda Kvidt
+MARGE PRASKA, HELEN WALDNER by Kurt &
Jennifer Kelley
+TED REITER by Jeff & Rita Mootz
+BETTY REZAC by Dave & Betsie Desmarais,
Thomas & Rose Gunstenson
+LOUISE SCHANILEC by Don & Susan Barclay,
Rod & Joan Schanilec, Yvonne Steen
+MARY BETH SEXTON by Doreen Dettler
+PATRICIA SILEWSKI by Tom & Mary Dusek
+RICHARD STOLTMAN by Irene Duray, Wilbert &
Mary Jane Eismann, Richard & Carol Gerszewski,
Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski, Grafton Drug, Kirk &
Vicki Ham,
+ARLENE STORBAKKEN by Dawn Applegren, Bea
Berg, Dr. Marvin & Beverly Cooley, Mary Franklin,
Marilyn Gregoire, Mick Nett, Rita West, Sharon
Wilhelmi, Pat Zimmerman (Monica’s Moms)
+WILLIAM TESKE by Hiladore & Pauline Osowski
+DONNA UGLAND by Ron & Linda Beare
+CLARENCE WALSKI by Johanna Walski
+NATALIE WAVRA by Carol Mack
+KATHY WOOD by Michael & Jessica Smotrys
+ELEANOR WOSICK by Jim & Kathy Gudajtes,
Sheila Slominski
+DAVID YAGGIE by Raymond Simon
+JOSEPH ZIKMUND by Don & Susan Barclay,
Todd Burianek, Dean & Vicki Flanders, Kevin &
Lucy Fruhwirth, Deacon Tom & Mary Geffre,
Tom & Kelly Gehrz, Kirk & Vicki Ham, Frank &
Cynthia Janousek, Mark & Pam Johnson, Marge
Kosmatka, George & Faye Moen, Sam & Mary
Mondry, Paul & Pauline Savageau, James
Schanilec, Rod & Joan Schanilec, Deb Slominski
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Father Joseph Christensen’s birthday by Joseph &
Mary Connor
Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski’s 60th wedding anniversary by David & Karen Kamrowski, Lee & Linda
Lessard, Betty Feltman, Roger & Yvonne Feltman,
Paul & Colleen Samson, Rod & Joan Schanilec
Tom & Eileen Hegg’s 50th wedding anniversary by
Will & Karen Gapp
Gary & Le Nae Askim’s 50th wedding anniversary by
Kurt & Jennifer Kelley
Marvin & Bea Bolek’s 35th wedding anniversary by Kurt
& Jennifer Kelley
Pat Schwan’s 93rd birthday by Jeff & Rita Mootz
Wally Feltman’s 90th birthday by Merlyn & Dolores
Grabanski
Patricia Bodensteiner’s 90th birthday by Alfreda Sauer
Maridenis Carpenter’s 90th birthday by Helen
Carpenter
Pat Dusek’s 80th birthday by Dan & Delores Burianek
Jane Osowski’s 80th birthday by Merlyn & Dolores
Grabanski
Charmayne Blawat’s 80th birthday by Kenny & Evelyn
Kilichowski
Laurie Kraemer’s 60th birthday by Alfreda Sauer
Gregory Sauer’s ordination of the priesthood by
Alfreda Sauer
Father Kevin Beaton’s 32nd anniversary of priestly
ordination by Brian Beaton
Father James Meyer’s 25th anniversary of priestly
ordination by Will & Karen Gapp, Jason & Christy
Jelinek
Father’s birthday by Brian Beaton
Birth of Evelyn Dolores by Jeffrey & Melissa
Bozovsky
Marriage of Mike & Phyllis Farder by Kurt & Jennifer
Kelley
Delores Hackenberg’s birthday by Terry & Mary Ann
McKenna
Mary Ann McKenna’s birthday by Delores Hackenberg

Souls in purgatory, end to abortion by Brian Beaton
Father Chuck Huck by Dorothy Huck
Friends health by Dorothy Huck
Save babies from abortion and lead to adoption by
Angie Marsh
Conversion of abortionists & nurses by Chuck & Kay
Morehead
Steve Novak’s healing, Bill Niswonger’s healing,
our parents by Ray & Kathy Korynta
For all children & adults with special needs by
anonymous
For family by Paula Shute
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Jean Eppler by Joseph & Toni Sandin, Robert &
Lorine Bernhardt
Deb Gulman & Shari Maasjo’s retirement by Wayne &
Carol Denault
Harvey & Heinert families by Bob & Donna Harvey
Jerry Misialek’s retirement by Kurt & Jennifer Kelley
Rachelle Sauvageau by Rod & Joan Schanilec
Lucas & Lori Klocke family, Klocke grandchildren,
Chuck & Kay Morehead, Matt & Sam Dols family,
Tom & Jill Moraghan family, Father Courtright’s
family by John & Jan Klocke
Natalie & Deidra Lies by George & Bernadette Lies
Father Tim Schroeder by Gary Littlefield
St. Michael the Archangel by Angie Marsh
Wavra & Johnson families by Harold Reimer
Our mothers by Victor & Paige Sweeney
Birth of Declan John Andrew Smith by Angie Marsh
Elwood & Ellen Tetrault by Lisa Tetrault-Sonterre
Todd Burianek by Jonathan & Stephanie Woods
Father Troy Schweiger, St. Patrick’s Church of
Lincoln by Kristine Placek

Birth of grandson, Lennox Ray by Steve & Ellen

Wallgren
Father Casey, Hillsboro by Jeff & Rita Mootz
God’s blessings received for family & friends by
Chuck & Kay Morehead
John & Jan Klocke by Chuck & Kay Morehead
Barsness family by Grant & Jackie Shaft

By Roger & Mary Sayler
By Clarence & Connie Mack
By Grant & Jackie Shaft
By Wade & Cindy Vandover
Healthy pregnancy for Emily, healthy grandchild in
October by Steve & Ellen Wallgren
Innocent unborn, women not thinking of motherhood
by Karly Anderson
Active duty military personnel and their families by
Karmen Otto
By Sylvia Freidig
By Alfreda Sauer
By Paula Shute

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home extends a big thank you to
all who supported our calendar raffle to raise funds to help
keep our residents warm this winter! Maxine Schanilec sold
the most tickets with our special thanks and $500. Listed
below are this year’s winners:
Oct. 1 ($500) - Sheila Trontvet, Grafton, ND
Oct. 2 ($500) - Thomas Burkhard, Devils Lake, ND
Oct. 3 ($500) - Joe/Sarah Kazmierczak, Stephen, MN
Oct. 4 ($1000) - Patty Steinmetz, Fargo, ND
Oct. 5 ($500) - Janice Kjera, Fargo ND
Oct. 7 ($500) - Bill Demars, Minot, ND
Oct. 8 ($500) - Janice Kjera, Fargo, ND
Oct. 9 ($500) - Donna Howe, Bismarck, ND
Oct. 10 ($500) - John/Marcia Parcellano, El Segundo, CA
Oct. 11 ($500) - John Cook, Grand Forks, ND
Oct. 12 ($500) - Mary Frelich, Devils Lake, ND
Oct. 14 ($500) - Yvonne Steen, Minneapolis, MN
Oct. 15 ($500) - Cecilia Stoltman, Thief River Falls, MN

Oct. 16 ($500) - Ren McKelvey, East Grand Forks, MN
Oct. 17 ($500) - Marlys Jacobson, Frazee, MN
Oct. 18 ($500) - Bob/Donna Harvey, Bismarck, ND
Oct. 19 ($500) - Jamie Harvey, Fargo, ND
Oct. 21 ($500) - Elaine Anton, Fargo, ND
Oct. 22 ($1000) - Evelyn Kilichowski, Minto, ND

We are making a difference. It is through the continued generosity of donors in our region that the Saint Gianna’s
Maternity Home Endowment Fund is well over halfway to its goal! The Fund was established in 2013 at the Community
Foundation as a sustainable, forever gift to Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home. The endowment, currently at $292,000,
is an ongoing resource, distributing $10,110 in funding this year for the Home to provide safe shelter, food, clothing,
education, and counseling for mothers in crisis pregnancies.
Together, we can build this lasting source of support to $500,000 within the next 2 years. We are over halfway
there! This increase will provide the Home with approximately $25,000 of annual support, ensuring we can meet
the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of these families long into the future. To spur progress toward this goal,
a generous donor has offered to match all gifts to the endowment, up to $25,000 through the end of 2019.
As you plan your giving during this holiday season, please consider how you can double your impact and make an
ongoing difference in the lives of mothers and their children with a forever gift to the Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home
Endowment Fund.
Available Tax Savings: Adding to this endowment is an act of great generosity and vision for generations to come;
however, it may also come with significant tax savings.
Through the North Dakota Charitable Income Tax Credit, endowment gifts greater than $5,000 to Saint Gianna’s
Maternity Home Endowment Fund may qualify for a 40% ND income tax credit. This is on top of the savings you
can receive on your federal return by itemizing your qualifying charitable donations. By taking advantage of these
opportunities, you can significantly lower the net cost of your contribution and triple its impact. To learn more, please
visit www.gofoundation.org/tax-credit.
Make Your Gift: Gifts of all sizes can be made online at www.gofoundation.org/st-giannas or by sending a check,
made payable to the Community Foundation with Saint Gianna’s Fund in the memo line.
Community Foundation, 620 Demers Avenue, Grand Forks, ND 58201
If you’d prefer to make a gift of securities from your brokerage or IRA account, please contact me at (701) 746-0668 or
bbaumbach@gofoundation.org to discuss the benefits and process of doing so. Thank you for your continued support
of the mission of St. Gianna’s Maternity Home and your consideration of a forever gift to this growing endowment.
Christmas - 2019
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Carolyn, Kaylin & Christin

Mary Pat, Aubrey, Geianna & Kassity

Tori, JayAnn & Molly

Father Joseph & Brother Francis

Morgan & Dani

Susan & Crissy

We are very blessed to announce
the birth of Felicity Marie,
born on October 13th, to Tori.
She weighed 8 lbs. 8 ounces
and is a beautiful, happy, smiley baby.

