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the Holy Eucharist. Saint 

Thomas Aquinas defines 

wisdom as seeing as God 

sees.  Therefore, one who has wisdom can rea-

son according to divine principles instead of 

being limited by human reasoning.  How 

often we look back in hindsight and see 

the good that has come from our strug-

gles and trials, going outside of our 

comfort zone or being stretched for 

God.  How often, though, we have all 

failed to trust God in these situations, 

to proudly think we know better, or that 

we have another plan?   Or how often 

have we failed to recognize God Him-

self in the Blessed Sacrament, to stop 

by and make a visit, or to see him in a 

suffering family member or those in 

need?   Faith goes hand in hand with 

humility.  If we are full of ourselves, He 

has no room to fill us with His gifts, 

with His love and mercy.  And so, as 

we kneel before the manger and         

before this tiny Child this Christmas, let 

us, as the wise men surely did, realize 

that the gift is truly Christ Himself.  He 

gives Himself to each one of us.  Let us 

ask for the faith and humility to know Him and love Him, especial-

ly in this Holy Season, and to respond with a generous heart, a 

spirit of deep gratitude and a response like that of the wise 

men - of a wholehearted “Yes” to God, to serving Him and to 

following Him in this New Year of Grace, guided and renewed 

by this precious Child who brings peace and goodwill to all 

hearts that believe.   

As we approach this           

Sacred time of the year 

again, our hearts are filled 

with hope and expectation and joy.  We come   

before an Infant, Who is also our God!  Our 

hearts are melted as we see this tiny help-

less Babe born in the humblest       

circumstances, Who holds the 

world in His hands.  We see a 

humble virgin, His mother, who is 

also our mother, and we see Her holy 

spouse, Saint Joseph, who believes 

in all that has been promised in the 

scriptures.  We contemplate the sta-

ble and the animals, the shepherds 

and the wise men.  I think most of us 

take at least a moment to ponder 

these mysteries and to wonder 

what we may have done, how we 

would have responded, if we lived 

then. Would we have recognized this 

precious little Baby, born in poverty, 

in a tiny village, as God, as the Sav-

ior of the world? Could we have seen 

the Divine hidden in the most humble 

and ordinary circumstances? Would 

we have been wise?  The wise men, 

the Magi, followed a star, and they followed it to a small town, to 

a humble house, before a Child in a manger.  They were not 

disturbed; they were not surprised at the way God led them, at 

the path He chose for them to follow.  These were men of 

great faith, faith and humility, and also men of great gener-

osity.  They fell prostrate before Him and presented Him with 

their very best; gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh, but 

also gifts of themselves, of humble hearts, of purity of intention 

and purpose.  They indeed were truly wise men! Wise men who 

can teach us much about recognizing our Lord each day - 

in the ordinary situations and circumstances of our day, in 

the people around us, in the Sacraments, and especially in 
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As Gianna Emanuela Molla begins her testimony 
concerning her Saint mother's witness to the joy of 
Marriage and love of children, she starts, 
"LIFE!...Life is the most precious gift from God 
and we need to thank the Lord for it each day, 
because I would not be here if my mother would not have chosen my life, chosen to let me 
live."  The mothers who come to the Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home have chosen life for 
their babies, and I have the upmost respect for them for doing so. Some even make the 
heroic, and I will say, completely selfless  decision to share their child with another family 
through adoption; thus, giving their baby a better promised future and the adopting parents 
and family the opportunity to share their love and stability with this little precious one. In the 
past nine years of helping here at the Home I have seen many little miracles and bless-
ings: with every newborn life that comes along, with every mother who is given the  
opportunity to be loved and find a safe place to finish out her pregnancy, with every             
baptism of some of the babies, or any conciliation of a mother experiencing a previous rift 
with her family, or simply a mother who grows in her human dignity and self-worth and 
moves forward from growth she underwent during her stay, then going out from here      
empowered with a better life and greater promised future. It is so rewarding to see a big, 
genuine smile on their face, revealing the joy that fills their soul.  
 

In this time of year as we come to Christmas--the greatest gift of Life to mankind--wherein 
we receive the gift of "God living among us",  my heart is filled with joy as we relive this 
greatest moment of history in a little stable of Bethlehem, that Christ is born for us. God has 
given every human life the great value of precious dignity! We here at the St. Gianna Home 
strive every day to extend that great dignity to every mother and child that comes through 
our doors. However, we know very well that giving them the love, joy, and dignity they    
deserve is only possible because of the help and support and love of all of you, our       
benefactors and friends of the work of the St. Gianna Home, which is the work of loving life.  
I personally thank all of you for your goodness and generosity that comes our way! I 
pray in this very holy season that God will reward you many times over, here and now, and 
not only in this life, but Eternally.  Please know that you will pour much joy into the hearts of 
God's precious children here. May God do the same in filling your hearts with his peace 
and joy this Christmas season.  Merry Christmas to you! "Mary" Christ-Child to you! 
 

           ~Father Joseph Christensen, FMI 



Christmas - 2016 3 

On May 12th, 2013, I found out I was pregnant. At this point in my life I was homeless and a drug addict living 
in Lubbock, TX. On July 31, I started my Journey. On August 4th , I left Texas to move to Fargo, ND to live 
with a foster sister. I thought life was going to be better, but on September 27th my foster sister kicked me out 
over a difference of opinions. The only place I knew where to head was a shelter in Moorhead, MN. I walked 
to the shelter only to be told that the shelter wouldn’t open until 8am. I waited all night crying and praying that 
my baby and I would be ok. I was only allowed to stay a couple of days since being pregnant was a liability, 
just in case something happened. That night I was giving up on starting a fresh start in ND, so I googled 
“homes for pregnant mothers”. The first site to come up was the Saint Gianna Home. I called the number, 
hoping that someone would answer, but I didn’t have my hopes set very high. To my surprise someone an-
swered; that very person was Mary Pat. She told me about the Home and set up a meeting for us to meet. I 
agreed and met with her and one of the housemothers. Mary Pat told me that I would be coming “HOME” 
Sunday after Mass. 

Moving to the Gianna Home was a huge blessing. I was 25 weeks pregnant and had no idea where my life 
was going. I knew one thing: that I was having a little girl, and I had a name already picked out for her. I knew 
Sophia for the first name, then later her middle names came from learning about the Saints and the Holy 
Mother. Her full name finally became Sophia Anastasia Marie. I knew Sophia, and I needed to be at the 
Home. While living at the house, I learned many things from parenting to continuing my religion classes to 
enter the Catholic Church. The Gianna Home became my home, and the people involved became family. 
Holidays and special occasions were always grand. The house was always filled with love and laughter. 
Doing newsletters was one of my favorite things to do; I always said I was going to take over the post office 

in Minto. There was never a dull moment at the house; that’s what I loved the most.  

On January 12th, 2014, I was sent to the hospital to be induced to have Sophia. I was all excited and ready to 
welcome my daughter into this world. Unfortunately, my birth plan took a dramatic turn. I needed to have an 
emergency C-section, because Sophia was in distress. Sophia was born 8lbs 5oz and 21 inches long. She 
had a full head of hair and was beautiful. Sadly, Sophia had to spend 3 weeks in the NICU, never once did I 
leave her side. While in the NICU, Sophia was baptized, confirmed and received the anointing of the sick. 

After we went home I entered the Church at Easter—which was a tremendous blessing. These were very memorable moments.  

Life after the Gianna Home has been going great. I moved to Martin, Tennessee to be closer to family. I am now 3 years clean and sober. I’m current-
ly finishing up my associates degree in psychology; and will be graduating on May 9th , 2017. I work now with people with intellectual disabilities.   

Sophia is now 2 ½ years old and healthy and a very happy child. I wouldn’t be where I am if it wasn’t for the Gianna Home.        ~Jessica Gonzales 

Saint Gianna's Home is beautiful because of the people who are a part of it.  Throughout the years we have had many volunteers who have 

been a part of our work. Two very young volunteers were Madeline Shaft and Jesse Carlson who came here many weekends as 11, 12, and 13 year 

old's.  They babysat our little ones and brought a lot of joy and life to our Home.  This past summer, Jesse married Craig at Saint Stanislaus 

Church across the street. She is pictured here with her cousin and Matron of Honor, Madeline, who married Carson the spring before, and now they 

are expecting a little one in March!  What joy they have brought to our Home, and it is beautiful to see them now "grown up" and starting families of 

their own. On Thanksgiving we received the joyful news that Jesse and Craig are now expecting too!  Indeed the Saint Gianna family is growing!  



4                                                                                                                                                                              Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home  

I was first introduced to the work of the Saint Gianna Home by Father Joseph, my uncle. The 
summer after I graduated high school he invited me, along with three other family members, to 
come and help with his annual summer camp. I stayed at the Saint Gianna Home for two weeks 
that summer and was able to get a little taste of exactly what this Home is about. After leaving 
that summer, I felt a strong pull to the St. Gianna Home and returned every summer until I 

finally moved here in January to work as a housemother. 
 

I think that the hardest thing to do as a housemother is to describe exactly what you do on a daily basis as a housemother. When I 
moved here from Michigan to work in Warsaw, I thought that I knew quite a bit about what it meant to be a housemother. Having 
spent a couple of summers working here, I thought I was well versed in what the job entails. It is safe to say that those summers I 
spent here merely gave me a small glimpse into life here at the Home. I have learned so much, not just about the Home or the 
amazing people I get to work with, but about the overwhelming support the Gianna Home receives. It is inspiring to me 
how loved the Home is; I see the many different ways that this love is shown each day in various ways: whether it’s shown by 
donations of food, money, or even people who volunteer their free time to help out here. We appreciate every bit of support we 
get, and we are so grateful to those who send their support and prayers to aid in our work. I am truly blessed to be able to be a 
part of such an awesome place. So, thank you to all who make the Saint Gianna Home possible through your continued support. 

 

If you were to ask me a year ago if I would ever imagine myself living in North Dakota, the an-
swer would likely have been no. I have spent my entire life living in Northern Minnesota and am 
the youngest in a family of six. I attended college at the University of MN Duluth, and within two 
years of graduating high school, I graduated from UMD with a bachelor of science degree in 
Cell and Molecular Biology and a minor in Chemistry. During college, I was a student mission-

ary through FOCUS and had the opportunity to lead my own Bible study and work on campus outreach. Following graduation, I 
spent my time working in one of the local emergency rooms as a medical scribe, working as a homecare aid for elderly             
individuals, and providing childcare for my newborn cousin, all while applying to medical school. I was waitlisted at several 
schools during my first application cycle, so I decided to look for a new opportunity while reapplying the following year, which led 
me to the Saint Gianna Home. In October, I was accepted to medical school at the University of MN, so next summer I will be 
leaving to pursue my goal of becoming a doctor. 
 

During the time when I was looking for something to do as I reapplied to medical school, one of the girls I knew from college told 
me about an opening for a housemother position at Saint Gianna's Maternity Home. I had already looked at a similar maternity 
home in Arizona but felt drawn to apply at Saint Gianna's. Sure enough, Mary Pat called me back the very next day, and I drove 
out to North Dakota a week later for an interview. Two months later, I moved from Duluth, MN to Warsaw, ND and began a jour-
ney that has impacted me in ways I would never have expected. Living at Saint Gianna's has been such an incredible bless-
ing and has shown me the immense generosity of all those who help support the Saint Gianna Home. It has been incredi-

bly humbling to work with the women 
that come through this home, and it 
continues to challenge me to grow 
every single day. This home is such an 
incredible blessing, not only to the 
expectant mothers that find them-
selves here, but also to all the staff and 
everyone who finds themselves in-
volved with the needs of the home. I 
am sincerely thankful for everyone that 
has supported or continues to support 
the work we do here at the home, and I 
thank the Lord for giving me the 
opportunity to be a channel of His 
grace in the lives of these women! 

Pictured above: Carissa, Corinne, Julia & Morgan. 
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My journey started at Saint Gianna’s when I was a young pregnant 15 year old who didn't 
want  to  go  to Saint   Gianna's. But  as it  has  turned  out, it  was the best thing that 
ever  happened to me. I had a beautiful baby girl, who I lovingly placed for adoption and who 
I still  keep in contact with. I know that she is loved very much by her adoptive family and I 
am grateful to be a part of her life and know that I was able to give her what I couldn't on my own at that time. I also 
have an everlasting family (the Saint Gianna Family) that has supported me  and loved me. They also helped me join 
the Catholic Church. Now with my own young family, I am fortunate to still be connected to the Gianna Home as a 
housemother.  I'm glad to give back to this home that has given me so much! 
 

I know that Saint Gianna's changed my life, I am a better person because of it. As a former resident, who has now    
become a part-time housemother, I see the struggles and the joy in a different light.  I see the love that is poured into 
each person who comes to this Home, not only by the board and those who work there, but also by all who 
support us in so many ways.    

5 

When I heard about Saint Gianna’s, North Dakota was the last place on my radar. As a Colorado    
native, I grew up hiking and snowboarding in the mountains, and spending my free time in coffee 
shops and cafés in Downtown Denver. I had recently graduated from Metropolitan State University of 
Denver with a degree in English Literature, and was looking at job opportunities around the world, 
seeking someplace exciting and adventurous. I knew that I didn’t want just any job, but something 
where the work was meaningful. As various opportunities didn’t pan out, and I began to consider 
finding a job close to home, an old friend texted and asked what I was planning on doing for the next year.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

As the daughter of two Christmas and Easter church go-ers, faith didn’t play much of a role in my life until my junior year of high 
school. A friend convinced me to sign up for confirmation, an orthodontist convinced my brother to do the same, and my always- 
involved parents signed up to prepare food for all the confirmation kids. Over the course of that year, my entire family fell in love 
with the faith, and though we all grew at our own paces, we all came back together.  
 

Being at Saint Gianna’s I am constantly honored and humbled to be a part of the work here. I am honored to be of service 
to women in need. I am honored to host the faithful, seeking Saint Gianna’s intercession. I am honored to be invited into lives 
that are messy and misunderstood. I am humbled by the difficulty of the work, by the courage of the women I meet here, 
and by the generosity of volunteers and donors who make the home possible. The support of our community makes it pos-
sible for me to do this work, for the home to be a light in the modern cultural landscape, and for women to realize the beauty and 

joy in choosing life.  

Being a housemother at Saint Gianna's was a dream come 
true!  As a housemother I became very familiar with the   
famous phrase of our Blessed Mother: "yes"! It is here, at 
Saint Gianna's, that I found the beauty of a life of complete self-
giving, a life  of complete Love! Sacrificial Love! It is here that I 
found the true meaning of Love, in the little sacrifices of 
everyday life! Love Himself is truly present! It was in the joy of being a housemother that I 

knew I was following God's plan for my life! 

Little did I know that God was also calling me to lay down my life for a man! This holy and     
humble man, Michael, asked me to marry him on July 6th, 2016! we are going to say "yes"           
to living a life of complete and intense love on June 9th, 2017!  How grateful we are to Saint 
Gianna and her husband, Pietro’s, example to true familial love. This love permeates the 
Saint Gianna home day in and day out! God used the Saint Gianna Maternity Home to 
teach us the intimate love and holiness of family life. How we seek to live this out in our 

Marriage as we journey to Heaven through Sacrificial Love! 

Michael proposing to Maddie in 

the Gianna Home Chapel.  
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When Gianna Emanuela Molla was born, her dear father, Pietro 

Molla, named her after her mother, Saint Gianna, who died just 

8 days after giving life to their youngest daughter, and he gave 

her a middle name – Emanuela -  that showed his profound 

faith and great hope!  He chose the name, not only to honor his 

beloved spouse, but also to acknowledge that even in her death 

and in the cross, and in all the hardships and struggles that losing 

his wife and the mother of his children involved, that even at this 

time – God was with them-  and was working out all of the details 

and in the end using them for good.  I am sure, during these critical 

and heart wrenching moments, he did not imagine all that God would 

bring about through their sacrifices and suffering:  that one day he would 

be present at his wife’s canonization, or the many things that his beautiful 

family would be involved in for the good of the Church, or even how big his family would become through-

out the world.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church states, “Faith gives us the certainty that God would not 

permit an evil if He did not cause a good to come from that very evil, by ways that we shall fully know only in 

eternal life”.  (CCC 324) Indeed, Pietro Molla was a man of deep faith! 

Pietro Molla wrote a letter to his bride’s brother, Father Alberto, a few months after the death of Saint   

Gianna.  His letter is very touching, and in it he shares the prayer that he prayed daily since the death of 

Gianna.  The following is part of it: “You Jesus, who have called my Bride and my children’s Mother among 

your Angels and your Saints, grant that also today my children may grow up in wisdom and grace with You, 

with the Virgin Mary, with their holy Mother, with their loved ones and all men in the same way as You grew 

up within Your Holy Family in Nazareth and in the same way their holy Mother knew how to bring them up, 

day after day.  Preserve them the mental and physical health in the same way as their holy Mother, with the 

help of your grace and your blessing, was able to keep them with her wise and very loving cares. Grant that 

my children always, on every day of their lives, may be worthy of the Sanctity and Martyrdom of their Saint 

Mother….” 

Through the work of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home I have been blessed to be able to meet Saint Gianna’s 

husband, Pietro, when he was alive and each of his 3 living children.  Each of them have been truly an inspi-

ration, beautiful examples of tremendous faith and generosity to the Church in sharing so generously their 

lives and their mother with all they meet!    

In the past couple of years, I have especially been privileged to be able to spend time with Gianna Emanuela, 

Pietro and Saint Gianna’s youngest daughter, a few times in Italy, and also here in Warsaw, in Philadelphia, 

in St. Louis and recently for a few days as we helped to bring her from Chicago to 3 different  places in     

Wisconsin and then to Detroit.  Each time that I have been in her presence, I feel not only the presence      

of her holy father, Pietro, and Saint mother, Gianna, but also the presence of God, of true holiness, of      

profound humility, and of unequaled generosity.  Here is someone who could have a simple and quiet life in 

her own country -  and certainly her nature would prefer that -  who takes the time to travel the world in       

Gianna Emanuela at the Venerable 

Solanus Casey Shrine in           

Detroit, Michigan. 
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order to teach and inspire and pray for others, who takes the time to sincerely listen to all who stay to greet her, 

despite her own tiredness, who is accommodating and sincere to all she meets, and who takes each prayer   

intention to her heart and to her parents.  I have seen her so exhausted because she has poured herself out – 

in a foreign land and language – to all who come to hear her testimony.  Gianna Emanuela lives the spirit of 

Christmas – she lives up to her father’s prayer (as do  Pierluigi and Laura), and she lives up to the name she 

was given, both in memory of her mother, but also sharing Emanuel  - God is with us – and He is truly present 

in the life and the edifying example of Gianna Emanuela Molla.  Please keep her and her siblings in your  

prayers as to continue to  promote the life–giving and heroically inspiring message of their Saint mother,      

Gianna, and holy father, Pietro Molla. 

This simple Christmas reflection, or really a daily reflection, is one that Gianna Emanuela Molla 

lives heroically.  She is a beautiful example to all of us as she lives her life truly for others.  May 

we also pray this prayer and continue to grow in love and holiness worthy of the Christ Child, so 

that some day we too will celebrate Christmas in paradise with Saint Gianna and Pietro Molla 

and all the angels and saints. 

 

Lord Jesus, I give You my hands to do Your work, 

I give You my feet to go Your way,  

I give You my eyes to see as You see, 

I give You my ears to hear as You hear, 

I give You my tongue to speak as You speak, 

I give You my heart that You may love in me Your Father and all mankind. 

I give You my spirit that it may be You who prays in me, 

I give You my whole self Lord Jesus, that it may be You Who grows, 

works, loves and prays in me.  Amen. 

 

Gianna Emanuela with children conceived through        

her mother’s intercession. 

 
Gianna Emanuela with Mary,                                        

the sister of Cardinal Burke.  
Gianna Emanuela giving a testimony 

in Marshfield, Wisconsin. 
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Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home extends a big thank you to all     

who supported our calendar raffle to raise funds to help keep our 

residents warm this winter! Peter Vandal (Langdon) & Rylee Wall 

(Grand Forks) share the honors of selling the most tickets with our 

special thanks and $250 each. Listed below are this year’s winners: 

September 21st ($1000) - Fr. Dan Berg, Beach, ND          

September 22nd ($1000) - Pat Connolle, Mohall, ND 

September 23rd ($1000) - Tom & Judy McCormick, Fargo, ND 

September 24th ($1000) – Leon Bayne, Oslo, MN 

September 26th ($1000) – Candee Cloos, Big Stone City, SD 

September 27th ($1000) – Jennifer Martin, Grand Forks, ND 

September 28th ($1000) – Clarice Vik, Crookston, MN 

September 29th ($1000) – Mildred Wegh, Dickinson, ND 

September 30th ($1000) – Jane Schaaf, Hebron, ND 

October 1st – ($1000) – Msgr. Wendelyn Vetter, GF, ND 

Special thanks to the Deacon Howard J. and Hertha M. 

Hunkler Endowment Fund through Catholic Extension 

Society, whose generosity has helped us very much 

with much needed projects over the years. This year 

they   are helping us with some septic problems and 

also in finishing our repairs  in the summer storms. We 

are so grateful. Please pray for the souls of Deacon 

Howard and Mrs. Hertha Hunkler. Also, please pray for 

the continued good work and health of Sister Marie 

Hunkler, OSB and also Father Jerome Hunkler who 

has been serving the Diocese since 1983. 

  

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home 

has been chosen by Dakota 

Medical Foundation and         

Impact Foundation to        

participate in Giving Hearts 

Day 2017, a 24-hour online 

fundraising event that will be 

held on February 9, 2017. 

Contributions of $10 or more 

will be matched by DMF and 

other generous donors. To support 

Saint Gianna’s and have your donation 

matched, simply go to impactgiveback.org 

on  February 9th.  

When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll 

find the exact same low prices, vast selection 

and convenient shopping experience as Ama-

zon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon 

will donate a portion of the purchase price to 

your favorite charitable organization. On your 

first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), 

you need to select a charitable organization 

(Saint Gianna’s Home, Inc.) to receive donations 

from eligible purchases before you begin shop-

ping. They will remember your selection, and 

then every eligible purchase you make 

at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.  

“God’s sign is simplicity. GOD’S SIGN IS THE BABY. God’s sign is that he makes himself 

small for us. This is how he reigns. He does not come with power and outward splendor. He comes 

as a baby – defenseless and in need of our help. He does not want to overwhelm us with his 

strength. He takes away our fear of his greatness. He asks for our love: so he makes himself a 

child. He wants nothing other from us than our love. … God made himself small so that we 

could understand him, welcome him, and love him.  … He became a child, so that the Word 

could be grasped by us. In this way God teaches us to love the little ones. In this way he 

teaches us to love the weak. In this way he teaches us respect for children. The child of Beth-

lehem directs our gaze towards all children who suffer and are abused in the world, the born 

and the unborn. Towards children who are placed as soldiers in a violent world; towards chil-

dren who have to beg; towards children who suffer deprivation and hunger; towards children 

who are unloved. In all of these it is the Child of Bethlehem who is crying out to us; it is the God 

who has become small who appeals to us. Let us pray this night that the brightness of God’s love 

may enfold all these children. Let us ask God to help us do our part so that the dignity of children 

may be respected. May they all experience the light of love, which mankind needs so much more than the 

material necessities of life.”  ~Pope Benedict’s Christmas Homily, December 25, 2006  

Aubrey Rose 

Rylee 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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Pictured above, front row: Father Joseph Christensen, Jason Crummy, 
Jesse Dvorak. Back row: Eileen Teberg , Bernice Kram, Mary Pat, Vickie 
Gipple and Melissa Bozovsky. 

Pictured above: Board members: Colleen Samson & Dolores Grabanski 

We want to express the gratitude of all of us at Saint Gianna’s as well as the 

gratitude of Saint Gianna’s family.  We were able to present Gianna with 

$10,505.00 toward the restoration fund in Italy, and upon returning home, 

we received a few more checks totaling $1,250.00 that we forwarded to the 

National Catholic Community Foundation for this special work. It was the 

prayer of Pietro Molla,  it is her 

prayer, and the prayer of her 

brother  Pierluigi and her sister 

Laura, that they are soon                    

able to bring this project to 

completion. Please include this 

in your prayers, and if  possible, 

also continue to financially  

support this worthy effort in 

the Church. Additionally, please 

pray that Saint Gianna’s body, 

which is now in the cemetery  

in Messero, will be able to              

be moved to the Basilica in              

Magenta. This too is a deep 

prayer on the hearts of the 

Molla Family.   

For the 9th straight year we have been most humbly blessed by the Bell Bank's Pay it 
Forward Christmas Program.  The program that Mike Solberg (CEO of Bell Bank) and 
his wife Char have started has truly been a help  and a gift to  us over the years!  At 
their annual Christmas party their employees are given money to pay forward.  We 
have been able to do so many projects both necessary and fun because of their great 
kindness to us!  We feel grateful to have been chosen again this year by many of our 
St. Gianna friends: Bernice Kram, Eileen Teberg, Vicki Gipple, Jesse Dvorak and Melis-
sa Bozovsky and new this year is Jason Crummy.  Their visit always brings so much joy 
and all of us at Saint Gianna's feel so loved and inspired.  They brought special gifts 
for our moms and their little ones and were able to help provide new furniture for 2 
complete bedrooms.  We were also especially touched that they presented us with a 
check to help Gianna Emanuela and the restoration fund in Italy.  What a tremendous 
gift!  We are so grateful for the gifts they bring but we are especially grateful for the 
gift of who they are - they have truly touched and inspired us over the years! 

Top: Gianna Emanuela outside the family home    

they hope to renovate.  

Bottom: Gianna Emanuela with her father, Pietro. 
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+SYLVESTER NARLOCK by Family & Friends, Stacey Bienek, Daniel & 

Marilyn Edman, Christine Engel, Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski, SaraJean 

Herrmann, Paul & Elaine Iverson, Gary & Beverly Johnson, WL & Janice 

Lamb, Jack & Paulette Misialek, Gregory Monahan, Larry Murphy, David 

& Stacie Nelson, Robert & Phyllis Nowacki, Ida Novacek, Doreen Parkes, 

Dorothy Plutowski, Jack & Ilayne Potucek, James & Joanne Ranstrom, 

Francis & Emily Rapacz, Lloyd & Dorothy Rivard, Clarence Walski 

+SYLVIA NORLIN by Terry & Mary Ann McKenna, Kirk & Joan Smith 
+ANGELINE NOWACKI by Iretta Mae Marynik 
+GAIL OSOWSKI by Randy & Lori Zimprich 
+MILDRED OWEN by Jim & Rebecca Chyle 
+DECEASED FAMILY MEMBERS by Mary Osowski 
+EARL PHILLIPS by Eloise Phillips 
+ ISABELLE RASMUSSEN by Jim & Mary Kowalski, Henrietta & Paulette 

Gerszewski 
+LEONARDA RISKE, JOSEPH & MINNIE KIEDROWSKI, HENRY RISKE, 

JOHNNY RISKE, IRENE TESKE by Steven Riske 
+LOMA RUDNIK by Rick & Elaine Kilichowski, Mary Lizakowski, Donald & 

Marianne Rudnik 
+LAVERNE “RUSS” RUSSELL by Lucie Sobolik, Sheila Slominski 
+OUR DECEASED PARENTS by Charles & Barbara Ruzicka 
+ARLINE SCHUBERT by Gayle Clifford 
+LEE SCHUMACHER by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski 
+PHYLLIS SIMON by Duane & Jackie Simon 
+DANIEL F. SLOMINSKI by Doloris Slominski, Ralph & Dawn Applegren, 

DeLaine Kuehnel, Glen & Debe Umbaugh, Doug Slominski, David & 
Theresa Slominski, Sue Rodgers 

+DELORES SLOMINSKI by Gwyndale & Marge Bayne, Nick & Lynn Lane 
+YVONNE SLOMINSKI by Doloris Slominski, Clarence & Johanna Walski 
+JAMES SPERLING by Sheila Trontvet 
+JOHN STORBAKKEN by Don & Arlene Storbakken, Marvin & Beverly 

Cooley, Ralph  & Dawn Applegren, Brian & Kim Arnhalt, Doug & Bea 
Berg, Tim & Mary Bohlman, David & Gloria Drechel, Dennis & Voneta 
Engler, Mary Festa, Rod & Mary Franklund, John & Pam Galegher, 
Kelly Hegg, John & Janelle Hjelmstad, Ryan & Lisa Hoffman, Ken & 
Sandy Hutton, Bill & Mary Mitchell, Lori (Tupa) Morgan family, Jon & 
Loretta Omlid, Ed & Deb Schenk, Connie Scholand, Randy Slominski 
family, Doug & Sarah Taylor, John & Connie Tupa, Jerry & Sue Weber, 
Pat Zimmerman,  

+DORIS VASEK by James & Joanne Ranstrom, Jared & Robbyne Sands, 
Clarence & Johanna Walski 

+IONE VERKE by Margaret Dub 
+NATALIE WAVRA by Bella, Kurt & DeeAnn Parker, Ron & Kathy Wavra, 

Karen Corbid 
+MARYANN (FEIST) WOLF’S BIRTHMOTHER by Gary Littlefield 

+MONSIGNOR WENDELYN VETTER by the family,  Eric & Julie Adams 

family, Gwyndale & Marge Bayne, Ron & Linda Beare, John & Sharon 

Bredemeier, Karen Corbid, Greg & Mary Downs, Donald & Sylvia Dufner, 

Jenny Eldredge, Lorr Evert, Richard & Mary Fuka, Jerry & Anita Galloway, 

Richard & Nancy Gehrke, Eric & Mary Carol Giltner, Pam Hartwig, Mike & 

Karen Hofer, Bernard & Sherryl Houdek, Ryan & Mary Johnson, William & 

Janice Kabele, Joe & Debby Karas, Tom & Mary Kempf, Mr. & Mrs. John 

Kern, John & Carmen Kunert, Brian & Rhonda Kvidt, Nick & Lynn Lane, Brad-

ley & Kathryn Lindstrom, Jeaninne McAllister, Mike McGurran, Terry & Mary 

Ann McKenna, Mary Ann Metcalf, Theodore & Virginia Pedelski, Ruth Phalen, 

Darline Pokrzywinski, John & Margaret Preston, Louis & Wanda Rose, Dale & 

Sarah Scheet, Kirk & Joan Smith, Gerald Schmidt, John Stoltman, John & 

Connie Tupa, Steven & Annella Winger, Randy & Lori Zimprich 

+LEO ABERLE by Rose Schell 
+ABILGAIL GRACE by Steve & Carla Henningsgaard 
+JOAN SALENTINE AMIOT by James & Joanne Ranstrom 
+BEN BARTLES, PAULIE BERGMEN, JEREMY BOMAN by Jared & 

Robbyne Sands 
+RANDY BARTLETTE, ELRAY BERG, TERRY BUSSE, MAY      

GUNDERSON, LOUVERNE SCHILL by Curt & Mary Ellen Kirking 
+ETHEL BEHM, FRANCES HOPFAUF by Brenda Rohrich 
+SIGNE “GLADYS” BOUCHER by John & Clarice Vik 
+FLORENCE BRISKI, LAUREL MARKOVIC by Ray & Kathy Korynta 
+MICHAEL BRUNS by Ed & Merita Steinbrueck 
+MARTHA CAMPBELL, GARY HEBERT by Kenny & Evelyn Kilichowski 
+MARGARET CARROLL by Terri Kelly Barta 
+MAVIS DORION, MRS. GUTTU’S FATHER, DORIS HART, LARRY 

TURNER by Laurence & Jean Charbonneau 
+PATTI DORRIES by Bob & Ruth Geske 
+ROY DOSTAL, SYLVIA KUKOWSKI by Mike & Lillian Kuznia 
+SR. MARY LEON DOSTULAS by Don & Marlys Richard 
+LEO FELTMAN by Irene Duray, Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski, Mike & 

Cecilia Grembowski 
+GARY FISHER by Marie Bellerud, Darryl & Rene Lutovsky, Cyril &      

Delores Novak 
+JOYCE FLADLAND by Irene Duray 
+JAMES FLAHERTY by Michael & Coralie Fix 
+JOHN FONTAINE by Robert & Cheri Hellem 
+MARIE GOODMAN by Betty Feltman 
+BRYAN GRABANSKI by David & Karen Kamrowski 
+HAROLD & AGNES KAMROWSKI, PHYLLIS JOHNSON by David & 

Karen Kamrowski 
+MICHAEL HETTWER, AGNES KELSCH by Jim & Judy Hettwer 
+GRACE HONDL, ANDREW RAMBOUSEK, VICTORIA SADOWSKY by 

Angie Marsh 
+SHERRY KANKEL, PATRICIA L. SORENSON by Brian & Kelly Wavra 
+TIM KLOSE by Deacon Tom & Mary Geffre 
+ELIZABETH “BETTY” KOSMATKA by Dan & Delores Burianek, Jim & 

Kathy Gudajtes, Dale & Judy Plutowski, Alfreda Sauer 
+DONNA KUHLMAN by Peter & Patricia Kuhlman 
+SYLVIA KUKOWSKI by Alice Jobe 
+CURT HOFSTAD, CAROL KURTZ, CECIL MILLER, BERNICE NESS, 

QWEN PLEMEL, YVONNE SCHWAB by Kevin & Brenda Regan 
+EUGENE HOLMGREN, IRENE SCHULTZ by Ron & Linda Beare 
+HELEN HOVERSON by Sheila Slominski 
+CLARA PRZPIORA MAGER by Calvin & Carol Turner 
+HUGH MCDONALD by Charles & Barbara Ruzicka, Raymond Simon 
+RAE ANN MCGURRAN, BRIDGET MCGURRAN, JERROD HILLIARD, 

GERARD HILLIARD by Mike McGurran 
+IRENE MOENIKENDICK by Mary Frelich, Cory & Carla McKelvey 
+ROSIE MYERCHIN by Matthew & Sarah Effhauser, Michael & Julie         

Marek, Raymond Simon 
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Priests of Saint Anthony’s Church by Chuck & Kay Morehead 

Matt & Erin Ridder family by Patrick & Mary Corrigan 

Jim & Marilyn Kram, Deacon Paul & Ann Schneider, Father James Ermer                     

by John & Jan Klocke 

Staff of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home by Phillip & Irene Steffan,                                

Rich & Sandy Aanderud 

Mother Teresa Challenge on tv by Steven & Annella Winger 

Julia Jacobson’s consecration to life of virginity by Larry & Margy Froelich 

Diane Hartman by Leon & Kathy Schliesman 

Wavra Family by Lindsey Sobolik 

Doreen Kennelly by Betty Lou Schott 

All the men and women who gave their lives for our country by Vic & Barb Sobolik 

Holy Souls in purgatory by Brian Beaton 

An end to abortion by Brian Beaton, Chuck & Kay Morehead 

Mark & Tina Jassek family by Angie Marsh 

Planned Parenthood becomes defunct, US becomes an abortion-free country,  

Year of Mercy be fruitful; Fargo Seminarians persevere to priesthood by 

Chuck & Kay Morehead 

Colette, Camille, & Jean Gibbens health by Roger & Mary Sayler 

Elwood Schumacher 

Saint Raymond’s families 

Homeless & abused children 

Mary Ann McKenna’s birthday by Delores Hackenberg 
James & Eleri’s 10th wedding anniversary by Phil & Laurie Kraemer 
Father William Sherman’s birthday by Terry & Mary Ann McKenna 
Delores Hackenberg’s birthday by Terry & Mary Ann McKenna 
Godchild, Angie Halverson’s birthday by Paul & Colleen Samson 
Doreen Dettler’s birthday by James & Mary Beth Sexton 
Saint Catherine’s Jubilee Year of Mercy by Monsignor Dennis Skonseng 
Margaret Rafferty’s birthday by Randy & Lori Zimprich 
Ruth Lindgren’s 90th birthday by Steven & Annella Winger 
Norbert Vanyo’s 88th birthday by Steven & Annella Winger 
Baptisms of Eliza Jo Slominski, Ashton Joren, Sawyer Weibye by                   

Jared & Robbyne Sands 
Sophia Modeen’s birthday by Robert & Cheri Hellem 
Marcelina Gaytan’s Quinceanera by Brian & Mary Norberg, Gail Artz,      

Aaron & Rosana Gingrich, Guests of Marcelina, Paul O’Donnell,      
Leo & Janet Splonskowski, Sally Casey 

Granddaughter Avery Jo Baldwin’s 1st birthday by John & Alice Robin 
Birth of daughter, Olivia Rita by Jeffrey & Melissa Bozovsky 
Mike Wavra’s birthday by Lindsey Sobolik 
Father Kevin Beaton’s 29th anniversary of Priestly Ordination by Brian      

Beaton 
Father William Sherman’s 61st anniversary of Priestly Ordination by            

John & Sharon Bredemeier 
Father Ed Sherman’s 60th anniversary of Priestly Ordination by                  

John & Sharon Bredemeier 
Father Andrew Dudzinski’s anniversary of Priestly Ordination by               

James & Mary Beth Sexton 
Priestly Ordination of Fathers Robert Keller, Patrick Parks, Steven Wirth        

by John & Sharon Bredemeier 
Deaconate Ordination of Scott Karnik, Jayson Miller by John & Sharon 

Bredemeier 
Shirley Sobolik’s 90th birthday by Margaret Dub 
Seline Narlock’s 80th birthday by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski 
Sylvester Druar’s 92th birthday by Alfreda Sauer 
Father Andrew Dudzinski’s birthday by James & Mary Beth Sexton 
Ava Maertens, Rebecca Maertens birthdays by Robert & Tammy Mallett 
John & Carol Wanner’s wedding by Kirk & Leann Ripplinger 
Bernice Sims’ birthday by John & Jan Klocke 
Ken & Vickie Sims’ anniversary by John & Jan Klocke 
In celebration of our Godchildren's birthdays - Emily Steinbrueck, Tarek 

Schanilec, Julie Hodgson, Mandy Rook by Rod & Joan Schanilec 

Prayers answered by Brian Beaton 

Our grandchildren by Doug & Debbie Henke 

Blessings received by Nick & Mildred Wegh 

To God for our children by Joe & Jennifer Martin 

For our pastor, Father Michael Hickin by Don & Marlys Richard 

For our spiritual friends: Cray & Jean Eppler, Mike & Karen Hofer, Walter & Renee 

Johnson, Tom & Mary Kempf, Jack & Doreen Kennelly, Frank & Mary Knier, 

Bruce & Vicki Larson, Dan & Deeann Magrum, John & Cindy Naughton 

This past fall, Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home lost           

two special friends and supporters of our Home. Both 

Monsignor Wendelyn Vetter and Sylvester Narlock 

have been a part of the Saint Gianna Home family for 

many years. Please remember them and their loved 

ones in your prayers. 
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LeAnn & Luca 
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Julia 

Corinne 

Carissa 

Susan 
Mary Pat 

Father Joseph 

Brother Francis 

Kae Kae 

Morgan 

Destinie 


