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These words of Zechariah in
the First Chapter of Saint
Luke’s Gospel are prayed
each morning by priests and
religious throughout the world in the Morning Prayer of the
Church. How appropriate this prayer is at the dawn of each
new day and how full of meaning, expectation and great hope
are these words as we await the most joyful celebration of
the Birth of our Lord.
As the days get shorter, we long for the light. In the chaos and
relativism of our society we long for truth and order. While
the world is at war, we long for peace. In suffering, misery
and pain we long for hope. In loneliness and sadness we long
for joy. As we approach the season of Christmas again – we
look with great hope and expectation at the coming of our
Lord and Savior. We look to a tiny Baby Who has changed the
world. At Christmas each of us, no matter how old we are,
look to Bethlehem for hope and for meaning - and God
answers each of us in a way so unexpected and yet so
precious and beautiful: “in the tender compassion of our
God,” He, the Creator of the Universe, the Author of Life itself,
came as a Baby, so approachable, so innocent, so simple and
so beautiful, and yet so unexpected.
So, in this season of Advent, God gives us time to prepare our
hearts and our souls to meet our Lord. Do we recognize the
Christ Child in our midst? If we had lived in Bethlehem or
seen the star that the wise men followed, or if we had been a

shepherd in the hills nearby,
would we too have gone to
welcome our newborn
King? Would we have been
able to look past the circumstances of His humble
birth and recognize that
indeed our Lord has come
as a baby because of His
tender compassion, His love
for us, His desire for us to
approach Him? Like the
shepherds and the Magi
who listened to the Word
proclaimed to them - even
though they heard God’s
call in an unexpected place
and time - we must set out
in the darkness with faith
and with hope in a God Who
always reveals more than we can imagine. The Magi’s
presence in Bethlehem is significant because it tells us what
is required of those who approach the Christ Child each
Christmas, of those who long for the peace that He alone
brings, for the security that is found only in the Lord, and for
happiness that is fulfilled in eternity.
Each Christmas, God calls us again, as He called the shepherds
from the midst of their work and the concerns of the
moment, from their fears... With faith like the shepherds’
faith and with their simplicity of heart and humility, we must
seek Him Who is the Light in our darkness, the perfect
Wisdom in the cry of a Child, and the Salvation revealed in the
weakness of a newborn Baby. In the humbleness of His birth
and the poor circumstances of His first home, we realize Who
and what is really important - and all else fades into the background: our cares, worries and concerns, our work and
attachments, no longer matter because we are in the presence of Love Itself, in the presence of this Baby Who is the
Prince of Peace. The scene at Bethlehem is a lesson in love.
Those who were privileged enough to hear the first sounds
uttered by the Christ Child – that is, those who came to the
stable with humility and reverence to honor a tiny child were indeed the ones who received
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more than they could have ever imagined. They were some of the first to see the
Face of God, and we remember them today for this great act of faith that brought
them to Bethlehem to see our Lord.
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Can we still do this today? We know that our Lord lived over 2000 years ago and
that we will see Him someday face to face in eternity. But our Lord, in His tender
compassion, gives us many opportunities to hear His precious cry, to open the doors
of our home and our hearts to His need and to His disguise in the poor and needy
among us. Indeed the sad response that Joseph received many times in Bethlehem,
“that there was no room” for the Christ Child and His beloved Mother, is too often
repeated, not necessarily out of anger or injustice, but often out of our own busyness and attachments. There are so many things that make us close the door of
our hearts and our ears to the cry of our Newborn King.
To see the Christ Child, none of us needs to go to Bethlehem; He, rather, comes to
us, in the poor and suffering, the lost and hopeless among us. Indeed, He comes to
us where we are, in our own families and neighborhoods, and yes, He comes to
Warsaw, here to this beautiful work of Saint Gianna’s, truly a work of Christmas and
a work of the tender compassion of our God. Here we receive the poor and the
vulnerable, those who are weak and alone and who are in need of hope, a place to
live and, most especially, knowing they are loved by God and precious in His sight.
Thank you for welcoming the Christ Child and His Mother so beautifully through
your prayers and support of this apostolate. Indeed we are most richly blessed by
your kindness, and even more by seeing little miracles that Our God, in His tender
compassion, works in the lives of the women and their little ones that we are so
blessed to serve.

“Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;
He has come to His people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior,
born of the house of His servant David.
Through His holy prophets He promised of old
that He would save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers
and to remember His holy covenant.
This was the oath He swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship Him without fear,
Holy and righteous in His sight
all the days of our life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High;
For you will go before the Lord to prepare His way,
To give His people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
~Luke 1:68-79
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A blessed Christmas to you! The birth of baby Jesus is my favorite Feast of the year. It lies in the coziness of the winter, and at least in
this part of the world, is usually covered in a blanket of beautiful white snow. Joyous singing of Christmas Carols fills the air, along
with the delicious smells of homemade pies and Christmas baked cookies and desserts. We are excited and we have waited patiently with expectation throughout the days of Advent, preparing for this very moment: “Behold, a virgin shall…bear a son, and His Name
shall be called Emmanuel, which means, God is with us” (Mt 1:23).
The Son of God Most High, the Word of the Father, leapt down from His throne in Heaven to become one of us, the Incarnate
God-man: “though He was in the form of God, Jesus did not deem equality with God, something to be grasped, but rather emptied
Himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in the likeness of men” (Phil 2:6-7). What unfathomable humility! What Gift of gifts! He
is really one of us; He dwelt among us as we have read, penned by Saint Matthew: “The genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David,
the son of Abraham” - He amazingly shares our humanity! He is part of our human history. And His name is to be: “Jesus, for He will
save His people from their sins” (Mt. 1:21), a name given by the Angel to Joseph, His foster-father and the spouse of Mary.
As we reflect on this humble mystery of our God, we recognize how close He is to us in our daily experience of life: He is a baby, with
a name, including a human ancestry, with grandparents, a mother and (foster) father, He belongs to a family, and He has been given
to us as part of our human family. Baby Jesus is just like us, and in the same way - as you and I came into this world - was born and
placed into the arms of His mother, bringing great joy to His mother as She gazes into His infant eyes. She knows, in a mysterious and
wonderful way, that this baby that She holds in Her arms, close to Her motherly heart, is truly the Savior of the world.
In a similar way, these mothers who come here to the Saint Gianna Home give birth to a baby, in the flesh, part of a family genealogy,
part of a human family, with a name and a dignity; and her baby brings her - this
resident mother - great joy in peering into his or her infant eyes! Jesus is the Gift
of gifts; the babies of these mothers are the gift of life from the Gift of gifts!
Thank you for taking part in such a great role of assisting these women in bearing
these babies forth into this world, allowing these little children to live life to the
full, just as you and I desire for ourselves, and helping them to know the love of a
parent and especially the love of God, whether they keep the baby for parenting
or make that great sacrifice of love through adoption.

Pictured above is our Spiritual Director, Father Joseph,
FMI, last Christmas Eve, when one of the gifts he received
was a Padres baseball cap. We had attended a conference in Kansas City, that Gianna Emanuela Molla spoke
at and while we were there we were able to take in a
Kansas City Royals baseball game. The temperature was
107 degrees and as hot as it was, Father still wore his
Franciscan garb. In the parking lot, a man walked by and
asked with all sincerity, if Father was a big Padres fan which Father Joseph answered him saying, “no, I’m the
real thing”.

Christmas - 2012

These women that we serve come here in need of our help; they are scared,
alone, sometimes have not been loved as they should have been. We want to
be Christ to them, bring Christ to them, give them hope, and help them to experience the joy of Christ-mas through our charity, care, love, and sharing of the
faith. Thank you for helping these women have “room in the inn” at the Saint
Gianna Home, where they can experience the dignity proper to every human
person and the warmth of the Gift of Christmas - the love of God in flesh, Jesus
Christ the Savior.
Please continue to support the work and needs of the Saint Gianna Home. The
staff and I greatly appreciate your generous gifts and know the sacrifice you have
made by your donation. May your heart be warmed to know that you have welcomed Christ and the “least of his brothers and sisters” into this world with love!
May God reward you with a most blessed Christmas this year!
~Father Joseph Christensen, FMI
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What a gift it is
to be able to
celebrate all
the firsts with
our little ones
here. We know
that many
children in this
country are
never able to
even take their
first breath
because of the
great sin of
abortion. We
are so grateful
to the mothers
(like Joseph's
mother, Julia)
who despite
difficult situations and
circumstances,
choose life for
their unborn
babies.

...to Bell State Bank and Trust. This is the fifth year that we have been most
humbly blessed by the generosity of Bell State Bank and Trust's Pay it Forward
Christmas program. Each year employees are given money ($1000.00 for full time
employees and $500.00 for part-time employees) to pay it forward to a cause
that they want to help. And we have been so generously blessed once again by a
number of employees who so graciously chose Saint Gianna's as their charity. We
were given money this year to build a large storage shed behind our garage (last
year's money paid for the concrete to build this upon).
Five of the employees who chose us were able to visit at the end of October and
were able to be there the day we poured the concrete (and so were able
to leave their handprints behind as a sign of their great kindness to us).
They also came bearing beautiful gifts for each of the residents and their
babies (born or unborn), and many things for all of us to enjoy at the
home, including a new CD player, 2 wonderful new bikes, a crib, car
seats and strollers. Indeed, their visit and this inspirational program has
given us much joy. We are grateful to Richard Solberg, president of Bell
State Bank and Trust for the continuation this Christmas tradition and to
the employees who generously shared their gift with us. These include:
Judy Lee, Melissa Lynn, Vicki Gipple, Bernice Kram and Eileen Teberg
(who were able to make the trip to Warsaw, pictured to the left), as well
as Jesse Dvorak, Brian Bjerk, Josh Fettig, Jolynn Kaldor and Natalie
Noland.
4

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

Smile at God, from Whom every gift comes to us.
Smile at the Father with every more perfect prayer.
Smile at the Holy Spirit.
Smile at Jesus, Who you approach at Mass, in Holy Communion and in Eucharistic Adoration.
Smile at the person who represents Christ on earth: the Pope.
Smile at your confessor, the one who personifies God even when he challenges you to reject sin.
Smile at the Blessed Virgin, to whose example you must conform your life, so that, seeing you,
people might be led to holy thoughts.
Smile at your Guardian Angel, because this angel has been given to you by God to lead you into Paradise.
Smile at your parents, brothers, and sisters, even when they challenge your pride.
Smile always in forgiving offenses.
Smile in associating with others, banishing all criticism and murmuring.
Smile at everyone the Lord sends you during the day.
The world seeks joy, but cannot find it far from God.
We must understand that, our joy comes from Jesus.
With Jesus in our hearts, we bear joy.
He is the strength that helps us.
Happiness is having Jesus in our Hearts.
But the secret of happiness is to live moment by moment, and to thank
the Lord for everything He sends us out of His goodness.
-Saint Gianna Beretta Molla, our patroness
This prayer or meditation is part of a letter written by Saint Gianna to her husband, Pietro Molla. While
it was written just a few days before their wedding in September, 1955, it provides a lovely and inspirational Christmas message for us today.

We ask for prayers for
Mandy who is expecting a baby girl any day
as this newsletter goes
to print. We especially
ask for prayers for her
baby girl, Eden Elizabeth. She has a tumor
by her intestines and
will need to have
surgery very shortly
after her birth. Although this surgery is
very serious, we are
hopeful that with
many prayers and the
grace of God, she will
make it through beautifully.

We also ask for prayers
for Robin who is due
with a little boy,
Andre, February 21st.
There have been some
complications in her
pregnancy that have
threatened a very early
delivery. We ask your
prayers for her and her
son, that he will wait
to enter this world
closer to his due date
and that both of them
will remain healthy.

Saint Andre Besette
and Saint Gianna,
pray for us!

Saint Elizabeth and
Saint Gianna, pray
for us!
Christmas - 2012
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Oct. 9 - $100 - Erin Morgan, Grafton, ND
Oct. 10 - $100 - Karen Maul, West Fargo, ND
Oct. 11 - $100 - First United Bank, Park River, ND
Oct. 12 - $100 - KC Ladies Society, Grand Forks, ND
Oct. 13 - $100 - Sandy Kienzle, Bismarck, ND
Oct. 15 - $100 - Rich Gramlow, Fullerton, ND
Oct. 16 - $100 - Ralph Kuznia, Stephen, MN
Oct. 17 - $100 - Ardys Mandt, West Fargo, ND
Oct. 18 - $100 - Leonard Blazejewski, Newfolden, MN
Oct. 19 - $250 - St. Ann’s Altar Society, Garrison, ND
Oct. 20 - $100 - Caroline Heidt, Dickinson, ND
Oct. 22 - $500 - Bill & Darlene Demars, Minot, ND
Oct. 23 - $100 - Carol Sunsdahl - Stephen, MN
Oct. 24 - $100 - Mary Hemmer, Ft. Mitchell, KY
Oct. 25 - $100 - Jeanie Hoff, Aurora, CO
Oct. 26 - $100 - Jane Welle, Bemidji, MN
Oct. 27 - $100 - Phyllis Pawlowski, Argyle, MN
Oct. 29 - $100 - Ann Jiskra, Minto, ND
Oct. 30 - $100 - Kim Miller, Grand Forks, ND
Oct. 31 - $100 - Darlene Reinarts, Bismarck, ND
Nov. 1 - $1000- Joyce Fladeland, Grand Forks, ND

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home extends a grand
thank you to all who supported our calendar raffle
to raise funds to help keep our residents warm this
winter! Over $5,000 was awarded during daily drawings (except Sundays) from October 1st through
November 1st. Maxine Schanilec from Grafton, ND
gets a special thank you and $500 for selling the
most tickets for Saint Gianna’s. Listed below are this
year’s winners:
Oct. 1 - $250 - Rebekka DeVries, Glyndon, ND
Oct. 2 - $250 - Ella Mae Derosier, Red Lake Falls, MN
Oct. 3 - $100 - St. Ann’s Christian Mother’s, Hebron, ND
Oct. 4 - $500 - Rachel Walter, Alexandria, MN
Oct. 5 - $100 - Renae Sticka, Dicksinson, ND
Oct. 6 - $100 - Mark Jahner, Alexandria, MN
Oct. 8 - $100 - Bill Cawley, Grafton, ND

~A Letter from Joyce~
November 7th, 2012
God bless you, whoever drew my name for the $1000. I am 76 years old
and still cleaning houses because I only receive $501.00 Social Security.
To pay my bills, I need to clean houses. Can you imagine how handy that
check was! I paid off so many bills. I went to school in Warsaw at the
convent so I could receive my First Holy Communion, so the Gianna Home
leaves a lot of memories for me. Thank you so very much!
Sincerely
Joyce Fladeland

"The traditional 'Christmas tree' is a very ancient custom which exalts the
value of life, as in winter the evergreen becomes a sign of undying life. In
general, the tree is decorated and Christmas gifts are placed under it.
The symbol is also eloquent from a typically Christian point of view: It
reminds us of the “tree of life” (see Genesis 2:9), representation of Christ,
God’s supreme gift to humanity.

Saint Patrick’s Dining Room, Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home

The message of the Christmas tree, therefore, is that life is 'ever green' if
one gives: not so much material things, but of oneself: in friendship and
sincere affection, and fraternal help and forgiveness, in shared time and
reciprocal listening". ~Blessed John Paul II in his Angelus message December 19th, 2004 (his last Advent/Christmas on this earth)

YES! I want to help SAINT GIANNA’S MATERNITY HOME further its mission
as a pro-life home of formation for pregnant women in need. Please send me my Limited
Edition Christmas 2012 Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home Ornament.
 I am enclosing a ONE-TIME donation of $100 or more.

We would like to offer you this LIMITED
Edition Christmas 2012 Ornament, a
 I PLEDGE (and include today) a monthly contribution of:
GIFT, as our way of saying thank you for
 $10  $25  $50  $100  $250  $500  other ______________ your monthly pledge of $10 or more, or a
single gift of $100 by the end of 2012.
Name _________________________________________________________________________________________ This white bulb ornament features a fullAddress ______________________________________________________________________________________ color image of Saint Kateri. If you have
already committed to pledging monthly to
City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________________________
support our mission, please resubmit your
Thank you for your generous, tax-deductible contribution! You and your intentions will be intention on the reply card and we will ship your ornament to
remembered in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered each first Saturday of the month. Mail to:
you. Only a limited number of ornaments have been created, so
Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home, 15605 Co Rd 15, Minto, ND 58261
please respond today to receive yours!
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+BRIAN ABRAHAM, MARCIA WILLIAMSON by Steven & Melissa
Kuhlman
+FRED ARNASON by Ernest & Joanie Mangino
+GERMAINE BENOIT by Margaret Dub, Mary Ellen Kirking
+DON BERG by Daniel & Mickie Thomas
+MARY T. BERG by Irene Duray
+ROBERT BETTING by Dale & Sandra Nystrom
+ROBERT BOLDUC by John & Alice Sevigny, Alen & Gail Szczepanski
+RAY BOZEKOWSKI by Laverne Burkholder, Wilbert & Mary Jane
Eismann, Fred & Pat Jahner
+BRENDA CAULTER by Phil & Laurie Kraemer
+WILLIS CLEMENSON, LOUCILLE HIRCHERT by Norm & Joan
Rheault
+GEORGE & RUTH CUMMINS by Dwaine & Melissa Blanscet
+KRIS DUSEK by Jim Dusek
+EISMANN, WASYOISIN, STOLTMAN & PASCHKE FAMILY
MEMBERS by Wilber & Mary Jane Eismann
+BRYAN GRABANSKI by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski, Arnie & Barb
Lizakowski
+MR. & MRS. MAX GRIGGS by Patti Griggs
+DEACON GREG HAMNESS by Courtney & Bernie Abel
+LOU HIRCHERT by Al & Connie Brandt
+BRIDGETTE JEHLICKA, LARRY POHANKA by Joe & Debby
Karas
+LUDGER KADLEC by James & LaVerne Costello
+EVELYN KUJAVA by Veronica Johansen
+SOPHIE KUWICKI by Mike & Cecilia Grembowski, Dale & Judy
Plutowski, Rose Przybylski, John & Alice Sevigny, George & Georgian
Wysocki
+CHESTER KUZNIA, HILARY KUZNIA by Patty Durand
+DORIS LANGOWSKI by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski
+DARLENE LIZAKOWSKI by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski, Arnie &
Barb Lizakowski
+DONNA MEUER by the Family
+PATRICIA & GENEVIEVE MOOTZ by Simon & Patricia Schwan
+SOPHIA GIANNA THERESE NEWLAND by Debra Miller
+MARY HELEN RESSLER by Randy & Lori Zimprich
+JOSEPH D. OLSON by Wilbert & Mary Jane Eismann
+EDWARD RISKE, GENEVIEVE RISKEY, RODNEY RISKEY,
LOUISE WOCKEN, WERNER WOCKEN by Robert & Marilyn
Wocken
+STEVE O’SHEA by Francis & Susan Peterka
+TERESA SLAUGHTER by Tom & Mary Geffre
+JOANNE SLOMINSKI by Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski, Mike &
Cecilia Grembowski, Craig & Dawn Jarolimek, Marie Lizakowski, Dale
& Judy Plutowski, Robert & Dorothy Plutowski, Rose Przybylski, John
& Alice Sevigny, Sheila Slominski, Clarence & Johanna Walski
+CYRIL STOLTMAN by the Family, Merlyn & Dolores Grabanski,
Marie Lizakowski, Dale & Judy Plutowski, Sheila Slominski, Clarence &
Johanna Walski, George & Georgian Wysocki

Deceased member of Koch & Grim family by Raphael & Lela
Grim
Health & healing of Dave Willson by Henry & Janice Korczak
For Father Alvert Leary’s health by Larry & Margy Froelich
By Brian Beaton
Allen & Patty Jacobson family & deceased father by Barry &
Beth Bigelow
John & Maureen Anderson family by Chuck & Kay Morehead
By the Shaft family
Christmas - 2012

Neil & Rose Gallagher’s 60th wedding anniversary by Kenneth
& Carol Gardner
Mary Ann McKenna’s birthday by Dolores Hackenberg
Baptisms of Sophia Lee Pankow, Abigail Leigh Mastel by Joseph
& Bethany Johnson
Richard & Carol Gerszewski’s 50 wedding anniversary by
Phillip & Angie Gapp, Kenny & Evelyn Kilichowski
Ray & Kathy Korynta’s 50th wedding anniversary by Kenny &
Evelyn Kilichowski
Francis & Paula Kilichowski’s 40th wedding anniversary by
Kenny & Evelyn Kilichowski
Delores Hackenberg’s birthday by Mary Ann McKenna
Rae Ann McGurran’s birthday by Mary Ann McKenna
Birth of Hale Townley Nelson by Mark & Jill Nelson
Sue Bono’s birthday by Dan & Betsy Carlsen, Suz Samson,
Jesse & Janet Susi
Confirmation of Isabella Sogard by Grant & Jackie Shaft
Father Raymond Courtright’s birthday by John & Jan Klocke

Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home, for the kindness shown to our
family by Tony & Vicky Gudajtes
All of our blessings by Jeremiah & Dianna Trnka
Parents, Elsie Dvorak, Fred Jahner by Angie Marsh
Hamid Shirvani by Grant & Jackie Shaft
Our 65 years of marriage, Leo’s 90th birthday by Leo & Loretta
Althoff
3 beautiful great-grandchildren by Rose Przybylski
For Father Hils by Jerome & Carol Alford
Dominic Muggli by Phil & Laurie Kraemer
For spiritual friends: Cray & Jean Eppler, Tom & Mary Kempf,
John & Cindy Naughton, Jack & Doreen Kennelly, Bruce &
Vicki Larson, Walter & Renae Johnson, Larry & Susan
Richard, Frank & Mary Knier by Doug & Debbie Henke

Staff of Saint Gianna’s Maternity Home by Chuck & Kay
Morehead
Deacon Stuart & Cindy Longtin by John & Jan Klocke
Lillian Kuznia’s Perpetual Profession of Faith by Assumption
Catholic Church of Florian, MN
Delores Hackenberg by Patrick & Karen Hackenberg
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