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Jesus, born of the Virgin Mary, true man and true 

God.  He has entered our history; he has shared our 

journey.  He came to free us from darkness and to 

grant us light.  In Him was revealed the grace, the 

mercy, and 

the tender 

love of the 

Father:  Je-

sus is Love 

incarnate.  

He is not 

simply a 

teacher of 

wisdom, He 

is not an ideal 

for which we 

strive while 

knowing that 

we are hope-

lessly distant 

from it.  He is 

the meaning of life and history, Who has pitched His 

tent in our midst.  The shepherds were the first to 

see this ótentô, to receive the news of Jesusô birth.  

They were the first because they were among the 

last, the outcast.  And they were the first because 

they were awake, keeping watch in the night, guard-

ing their flocks.  The pilgrim is bound by duty to keep 

watch and the shepherds did just that.  Together 

with them, let us pause before the Child, let us 

pause in silence. Together with them, let us 

thank the Lord for having given Jesus to us, and 

with them let us raise from the depths of our 

hearts the praises of His fidelity:  We bless you, 

Lord God most high, Who lowered Yourself for 

our sake.  You are immense, and You made 

Yourself small; You are rich and you made Your-

self poor; You are all-powerful and you made 

Yourself vulnerable. ñ 

Our dear Holy Father, Pope Francis, continues; ñ On 

this night let us share the joy of the Gospel:  God 

These words from Johnôs Gospel are often depicted 

at sporting events and memorized as children ï but 

how often do we think of this amazing gift of Godôs 

Merciful Love!  ñFor God so loved us that He sent 

His only begot-

ten Son, that all 

who believed in 

Him might not 

die but have 

eternal 

LIFE!ò (JN.3:16)  

Christmas, it 

seems, is a 

time for us to 

ponder this 

Gift of all Gifts 

ï the Christ 

child ï the full-

ness of God, 

born into hum-

ble means, in 

poverty, in order to bring us, one day, to Himself 

in Heaven.  This is our hope and this is our     

mission.  How precious each one of us be in Godôs 

eyes for Him to dwell among us.  God loves us!  And 

we are called to recognize and accept this most   

gracious Gift in our hearts this Christmas and then, 

in turn, to give that gift to those who are poor, needy 

and lonely, to those who suffer this Christmas to 

bring them the Gift of the Christ Child ï the Joy and 

the Peace and the Hope that He alone can and 

does give us. 

As Christmas approaches we are all called to       

believe ï in Him who makes all things possible.  

Christmas night brings with it a sense of great hope. 

In 2014, Pope Francis, in his Christmas homily said, 

ñOn this night, like a burst of brilliant light, there rings 

out the proclamation of the Apostle: óGodôs grace 

has been revealed, and it has made salvation possi-

ble for the whole human race.ôò   (Titus 2:11) 

ñThe grace which was revealed in our world is      
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love us, He so loves us that He gave us His Son to be our brother, to be 

light in our darkness. To us the Lord repeats: ñDo not be afraid!ò (Luke 

2:10).  As the angels said to the shepherds: ñDo not be afraid! And I also 

repeat to all of youò Do not be afraid! Our Father is patient, He loves us, 

He gives us Jesus to guide us on the way which leads to the Promised 

Land. Jesus is the light Who brightens the darkness. He is mercy: our     

Father always forgives us. He is our peace. Amen.ò (Pope Francis) 

This Christmas, as our Holy Father asks, let us recognize the gift of God 
among us ï of the Word made flesh, and let us recognize His tender love 
in the gift of our family and friends, in our health and in our weaknesses 
and struggles ï all is gift!  And let us share this love of God with those 
who hunger and thirst for it ï for those without family and friends, for 
those who live in loneliness and poverty, who suffer abuse and addictions 
or homelessness, for those who are in need of our smile, our friendship, 
and our care.  At Saint Giannaôs we feel this love of God ï expressed by 
so many of you during these holy seasons and throughout the year.  Each 
mother who comes here knows they are loved by God through the 
great generosity and kindness of you who share this mission.  May 
you and your family also know in a very deep way, this Christmas, 
the great love of God for you.   

 

Prayer for Pope Francis 
Lord, source of eternal life and truth, give to Your shepherd, the Pope, a spirit 
of courage and right judgement, a spirit of knowledge and love. 

By governing with fidelity those entrusted to his care may he, as successor to 
the apostle Peter and vicar of Christ, build Your church into a sacrament 
of unity, love, and peace for all the world. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 


