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On March ™9we celebrate the Solemnity of Saint Jostglwed hirfi for how can any of us envision our cross until God
husband of Mary; this is one of three feasts in his honor, theezlseit to usAWhat God asked of Joseph was not that he fulfi
two being the Feast of Saint Joseph the Workerst@mdtdne 1the plans he had in mind, but rather, He asked Joseph to | follow

Feast of the Holy Family the first command without question] In
Sunday after Christmas. Although fulfiling His Plan, God arranged
very little is written about [the that the Son of God would |find
details of his life, there are many. refuge in Joseph

as the arms of Mary as they jour-
neyed through difficult we
and terrain in fear and in dark-
ness. God asked of Joseph only
faithfulness, to follow Hjim,

no matter how difficult and unex-
pected.

virtues we can see lived out in the
life of Saint Joseph, the
chosen as the most pure spous
of the Virgin Mary and Guardi
of the Redeemer.

One of the mysteries we can
ponder along with Sain
Joseph is the Flight into Egypt,
for Jesusd fofs
must have pondered the mys-
terious command God gave
him through the angel, to leave
quickly for Egypt.After a time happen what was asked
of so much jéythe fulfillment o him. Once in Egypt he humpbly
the Angel 6s wg began to establish a life and a
Mary would give birth to the 50 home and to make a livin
of God, the joy of receiving [th provide for Mary and the
shepherds and the Magi entrusted to his care. He di
worshipped the Tiny Child, the je
of the Presentation of the Jes persevered in faith and accepted
in the Temple, and the dail
wonder of holding this little bab
His God, in his adval of the ightinto Egypt, Saint Joseph, ndcChristHe called him out of Egypt to go
sudden, when things seem to be going so well, great hardship Nazareth.
came upon the Holy Family, during a time when God asked much

sacrifice and blind trust of His servant Joseph, who took’Ata fo through life, through the joys, the sorrows, and the

expecte?et prns, a d also thrqugh the routine ordinariness of
the words of the Angel, biddingBm: s e up; t we rlieE'dethee faithhid the fortitude of Good|Saint

Child and His Mother and flee into Egypt; there remain UﬁBEéph to follow what God is asking of us, no matter |how
give thee word. For Herod will soon be making search fop#thg, how difficult, or how mysteriously blessed it happens to
Child to dest r oyHowdouh. this Behat Nba. t\We meeavto fusthi8 plan for us in goodness and in sorrow,
God Himself would be in danger and that he, Joseph, wagteatess and humility. As we celebrate the Feasts of Saint Jos
at once the life he had known and worked for, and head b}ﬁiﬁg‘ﬁ?% let us ask this man of Faith to increase our fajth, as

a foreign country to protect this precious child and His Bigiffdhe Lord each day, to the Cross and, through the Cross,

Indeed this was not an expected turn in the road for Sam{E 3(e)rsnal Life.

who must have planned to return to his home and business in 1 Qh |
Nazareth to provide for his Precious 2efilse he heard the Samt]a Qﬁa 4g(&yl‘for us:
Angel 6s message, Josephds plan did not include the cros

Joseph obeyed, and although
he was given no time
prepare, he did not question
but showed both great faith
and also fortitude to make




